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Remembei?, 
their name 

Families fighting to have legacies of 93 dead 
servicemembers preserved on Vietnam Wall 

By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON 

F our families connected by a single tragedy 57 
years ago met for the first time in Washington 
to petition the government to fix a wrong: To 
finally add to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Wall the names of 93 soldiers who died on a plane headed 
to Saigon, Vietnam. ^ 

On March 16, 1962, Flying The generation 
Tiger Line Flight 739 disap- that weVe at now 
peared between Guam and the with my dad 

Philippines on its way to the thevVe coins to 
South Vietnamese capital. Wit- going lo 

nesses on an oil tanker claimed Stop S^ing the 

they saw the plane explode, but name. We can t 

no trace of it was ever found, stop saying their 
according to the Civil Aeronau- name, SO they 

tics Board accident report. don’t die twice. ^ 

Aboard the flight were 93 Jennifer Kirk 

American soldiers, three South Spc. 4 Donald Sargent’s niece 


Visitors to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall are reflected in the 
wall's stone this spring in Washington. 


North Korea shows off another missile as Trump predicts more nuclear talks 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea showed off more missiles 
on Sunday, hours after President 
Donald Trump said he’s not wor¬ 
ried about the recent spate of 
launches and raised hope for new 
nuclear talks with the communist 
state. 

The North’s state-run news 


INSIDE 

■ 11 servicemen 
identified among 
Korean War remains 
from North Korea 

Page 4 


agency reported that leader Kim 
Jong Un supervised the missile 
launches on Saturday, the coun¬ 
try’s fifth weapons test in less 
than three weeks. 

“The Supreme Leader ex¬ 
pressed great satisfaction, 
being very pleased that another 
new weapon intended by the 
Party came into being,” KCNA 
reported. 

It also published photos show¬ 


ing the missiles and Kim watch¬ 
ing as a ball of fire rises in the 
sky. 

South Korea’s military said it 
appeared that two short-range 
ballistic missiles fired by the 
North flew nearly 250 miles and 
reached an altitude of nearly 30 
miles before splashing into the 
sea off the eastern coast. 

The North has said other re¬ 
cent launches were to protest 


U.S.-South Korean military ex¬ 
ercises that began last week, but 
experts say the North also likely 
is trying to boost its leverage as 
Washington tries to restart talks 
aimed at persuading it to abandon 
its nuclear weapons. 

Trump said Saturday that Kim 
wrote in a “very beautiful letter” 
that he wants “to meet and start 
SEE NUCLEAR ON PAGE 4 
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USAF: No influx of 
beard requests on 
religious grounds 



By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

For nearly a year, the Air Force 
weighed a staff sergeant’s request 
to grow a beard as part of his reli¬ 
gious beliefs before granting him 
a waiver, a decision that balanced 
personal liberty against military 
readiness, a Pentagon spokesman 
said. 

Staff Sgt. Garrett Sopchak, 
28, an aerospace ground equip¬ 
ment craftsman from the 388th 
Maintenance Squadron at Hill 
Air Force Base, Utah, embraces 
Norse Heathenism, a belief sys¬ 
tem whose pantheon includes the 
gods Odin and Thor. He received 
his waiver July 8. 

“The beard in my faith serves 
as a symbol that represents one’s 
integrity,” Sopchak told Stars and 
Stripes in a July 25 email. 

The Air Force places a high 
value on the rights of its mem¬ 
bers to observe the tenets of their 
respective religions or to observe 
no religion at all, said Lynn Kirby, 
an Air Force spokeswoman at the 
Pentagon, in an Aug. 5 email. 

Sopchak is the second Norse 
Heathen known to have obtained 
an Air Force waiver to grow a 
beard. Staff Sgt. William Bai¬ 
ley received a waiver to grow a 
beard March 1, according to an 
Air Force memo posted in July to 


the amn/nco/snco Facebook page. 
The Air Force, citing privacy con¬ 
cerns, declined to identify how 
many airmen have obtained waiv¬ 
ers based on religious exemptions 
but said the publicity surround¬ 
ing approvals in recent years has 
not caused 
an increase 
in waiver 

requests. 

Based on 
published 
reports, the 
Air Force 
had granted 
11 waivers as 
of November, 
including one 
to a Muslim 
airman to 
wear a beard 
and in June 
to a Sikh air¬ 
man to wear 
a turban. 

Kirby said 
Sopchak’s 
waiver re¬ 
quest was vetted by several Air 
Force agencies and was eventu¬ 
ally approved by Lt. Gen. Brian 
Kelly, the Air Force deputy chief 
of staff for manpower, personnel 
and services. 

Sopchak, raised in the Baptist 
faith, said he discovered Norse 
Heathenism two years ago. The 
stories from the Bible never re¬ 


ally clicked with him, he said, and 
he began to explore other spiritu¬ 
al paths. 

“One day, I woke up with an 
urge to read the [Eddas], and it 
just resonated,” he said. “I de¬ 
cided this was the spiritual path 
for me.” 

Eddaic literature is a body 
of ancient Icelandic literature 
and the most detailed source for 
modern knowledge of Germanic 
mythology, according to the En¬ 
cyclopedia Britannica. 

Kirby said servicemembers 
may request to wear beards, tur¬ 
bans and other hallmarks of their 


religions if doing so does not neg¬ 
atively affect their ability to ac¬ 
complish the military mission. 

When the Air Force receives 
a waiver request, commanders. 
Chaplain Corps personnel, medi¬ 
cal providers, judge advocates 
and other experts determine if 
the request will adversely affect 
military readiness, unit cohesion, 
standards and discipline, Kirby 
said. 

Air Force chaplains assess 
whether the request is within the 
doctrinal or traditional obser¬ 
vances of an airman’s faith, and 


commanders assess mission im¬ 
pact, she said. 

The Air Force will take “cor¬ 
rective action” if it discovers the 
airman made a false or erroneous 
request, Kirby said. 

Since 2014, the Pentagon has 
allowed servicemembers to ap¬ 
peal under the guidance of the 
Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act for the right to wear items 
mandated by their religions that 
would be prohibited under groom¬ 
ing and appearance regulations. 

bolinger.jamesdJStripes.com 

Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 
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One year later, airman 
recalls Thai cave rescue 



Jessica Tait/U.S. Air Force 


Air Force Tech. Sgt. Kenny O’Brien prepares for dive operations 
outside Tham Luang cave in Chiang Rai, Thailand, on July 2, 2018. 
O’Brien, based at Okinawa’s Kadena Air Base, was chosen as one of 
12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year for 2019. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— When a call came last summer 
for volunteers to don scuba gear, 
swim into Thailand’s flooded 
Tham Luang cave and help res¬ 
cue a youth soccer team trapped 
inside. Tech. Sgt. Kenny O’Brien 
stepped forward. 

The dramatic rescue captivated 
audiences around the globe. All 12 
boys and their coach were freed 
after being sedated and pulled 2 
Vi miles through the floodwaters 
using ropes and pulleys. 

O’Brien, 30, of Bunker Hill, 
Ind., a section chief with the 353rd 
Special Operations Group, 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron, at Oki¬ 
nawa’s Kadena Air Base, has been 
chosen as one of the 12 Outstand¬ 
ing Airmen of the Year for 2019. 
The Air Force-wide selection was 
announced July 23. 

In addition to participating in 
the Thai cave rescue, O’Brien 
helped save a Korean national 
from a tractor crash in South 
Korea in March 2018. Just a few 
months later, he was one of only 
two airmen on President Donald 
Trump’s security team during his 
first summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un in Singapore. 
He also has three combat deploy¬ 
ments to Afghanistan under his 
belt. 

“If someone needs someone 
to go do something dangerous, I 
volunteer to go do that,” O’Brien 
recently told Stars and Stripes at 
Kadena Air Base. “If someone 
needs to lead something, I volun¬ 
teer to do that.... I happened to be 
in the right place at the right time 
for multiple big events.” 

Few events in 2018 were as big 
or garnered as much international 
attention as the Thai cave rescue, 
an ordeal that lasted 18 days in 
June and July. O’Brien found him¬ 
self in a front-row seat, spending 
nine days in the frigid waters of 
the cave. 

The Wild Boar youth soccer 
team was reported missing from 
the mountains overlooking their 
village in Thailand’s rural Mae 
Sai district on June 23, 2018. 
The boys’ bicycles and other be¬ 
longings were found at the cave 
entrance. 

They were reportedly caught off 
guard by a flash flood and found 
themselves stuck on a small rocky 
shelf, separated from freedom by 
rising floodwaters. 

The Thai government contacted 
the U.S. Embassy for assistance 
June 26, said 353rd SOG spokes¬ 
woman 1st Lt. Renee Douglas. 
One day later, a crisis action team 
made up of 353rd SOG and 18th 
Wing personnel departed for Chi¬ 
ang Rai and arrived June 28. 

Douglas did not respond to 
multiple emailed requests seek¬ 
ing more information about the 
mission. 

“We were just getting ready to 
go do dive training of all things, ac¬ 


tually, and then they told us to stop 
what we’re doing, and we were on 
the ground in Thailand, I think, 
19 hours after that,” O’Brien said. 
“We got there, and we first had to 
figure out what was going on and 
who was in charge — and that took 
a very long time — and then how 
we could help.” 

Dramatic rescue 

Pararescue is one of the 353rd 
SOG’s specialties, O’Brien said. 
Called “PJs,” pararescuemen are 
the Defense Department’s prima¬ 
ry personnel recovery force. 

They made a name for them¬ 
selves during the war in Afghani¬ 
stan, often lowering themselves 
from helicopters into the middle 
of firefights to evacuate severely 
wounded personnel from remote 
mountainsides. 

It is also the Air Force’s most 
highly decorated enlisted force, 
according to a fact sheet by the 
service. Awards include at least 
one Medal of Honor, at least a 
dozen Air Force Crosses and more 
than 100 Silver Stars. 

“We’re tasked with getting 
someone out of any bad situation 
you can think of, whether it’s in 
the ocean or the middle of a fire- 
fight on the side of a mountain,” 
O’Brien said. “We are trained and 
qualified to get to them and treat 
any medical needs they have.” 

The special tactics squadron 
also specializes in setting up air¬ 
fields and creating mission sup¬ 
port sites, O’Brien said. It can be 
attached to other special opera¬ 
tions forces units, including Green 
Berets or naval special operations, 
or SEALS, for support. Members 
generally must be adept at many 
skills, but each person often picks 
one area, such as medicine, as a 
specialty. 

In Thailand, O’Brien, who 
specializes in jumping, was the 
primary medic for the Air Force 
team during the initial phases of 
the cave rescue. 

When they arrived at the cave, 
O’Brien and his fellow airmen 
were attached to a Thai special 
forces team. They hiked deep into 
the thick jungle brush, trying to 
find alternative entrances to the 
cave. The possible entrances they 
discovered turned out to be dead 
ends, O’Brien said. 

The next idea to get to the 
trapped boys was to drill into the 
mountain, O’Brien said. So, his 
team cleared a helicopter landing 
zone “down to the dirt” to airlift 
in drills powerful enough to pen¬ 
etrate the earth. 

“As that was happening, basical¬ 
ly we started to realize that diving 
was probably going to be the only 
way to get in there,” O’Brien said. 


The airmen were separated into 
two teams, one on each side of 
the mountain, O’Brien said. Two 
volunteers from each team were 
asked to be the first U.S. dive team 
inside. O’Brien volunteered. 

The plan was ambitious. They 
would attempt to get more than 
300 air tanks as far into the cave as 
possible, O’Brien recalled. Pumps 
were used to keep the floodwaters 
down and to create air pockets. 

“We had no idea really what it 
looked like in there,” he said. “We 
went in and assessed how big the 
chambers actually were versus 
what we were told and how many 
people we would need and then 
spent a few days actually getting 
all the tanks in there.” 

The tanks were moved all 
the way to an open area called 
Chamber 3, the largest chamber, 
O’Brien said. The forward air sup¬ 
ply allowed divers to move more 
and more deeply into the cave. 

British divers John Volanthen 
and Rick Stanton had spent days 
traversing the “narrow, murky 
passageways,” laying out guide 
ropes and searching for the boys, 
the BBC reported. On July 2, they 
found the 12 teammates and their 
coach. 

“Then the more difficult ques¬ 
tion was how we were going to get 
the boys out of the cave because 
that’s just never been done be¬ 
fore,” O’Brien said. 

O’Brien and his fellow airmen 
took sections of polyvinyl chlo¬ 
ride, or PVC, piping and filled 
them with food and water. They 
used rocks and dirt to make them 
neutrally buoyant and carried 
them in through the floodwaters 
to Chamber 3, where other divers 
were waiting to carry them the 
rest of the way. 

“As we were doing that, a Thai 
SEAL had a shallow water black¬ 
out ... between Chamber 2 and 3,” 
O’Brien recalled. “He got caught 
on a rope and couldn’t get himself 
loose.” 

The Thai SEAL was pulled out 
of the water by his fellow divers. 
O’Brien and his team helped re¬ 
suscitate him. 

“Honestly, for me it wasn’t all 
that stressful,” O’Brien said. “I 
wasn’t in a leadership position. I 
wasn’t making any huge decisions. 
Up until the three days we were 
actually rescuing people — that 
was very stressful.” 

‘Expecting a dead child’ 

The narrow underwater pas¬ 
sageways were full of cables, 
tubes, ropes, debris and divers 
going back and forth, O’Brien 
said. 

“It was very dangerous and 
there was so much stuff in the 


water,” he said. 

The cave claimed former Thai 
navy SEAL diver Saman Gunan, 
38, on July 6. He lost conscious¬ 
ness after running out of air while 
bringing tanks to the boys. 

“I knew there was a chance 
people were going to die,” O’Brien 
said. “It is very sad, but we had to 
continue on.” 

After the boys had been sup¬ 
plied, rescue planners had to 
decide what to do next. They cal¬ 
culated that moving the amount 
of food and water needed to keep 
the Wild Boars alive until the 
floodwaters receded was not fea¬ 
sible. Storms were imminent and 
the currents in the chambers 
would halt the movement of more 
supplies. 

They needed to get the boys out 
immediately. 

O’Brien was among the small 
group of U.S. airmen who were 
the farthest inside the cave, he 
said. They were in Chamber 3 
with another team in Chamber 2. 
O’Brien believes there were nine 
chambers to get to the boys. 

The boys would be passed un¬ 
derwater to O’Brien and his team, 
who would assess them and decide 
whether they needed aid or were 
clear to be passed to Chamber 2, 
he recalled. They had a rope sys¬ 
tem to move the boys down a sort 
of mudslide in Chamber 3. 

But the children were too small, 
so O’Brien and his team had to 
put their weight on each litter and 
slide down with the boys to the 
next team of airmen, who would 
bring them to Chamber 2. 

In Chamber 2, the airmen had 
built a highline rope system to get 
the boys over a chasm, O’Brien 
said. Then the Thais would take 
the boys and rush them out of the 
cave for medical attention. There 
was no margin for error. 

“Past Chamber 3, we had no 
communication with anyone,” 
O’Brien recalled. 

“Everything was on timelines 
and you didn’t know the status, so 


basically, I had to sit there in the 
water 13 times expecting a dead 
child to pop up. That’s the only 
way I could think of it, because if 
I expected them to be alive, then I 
wasn’t going to be ready when they 
weren’t. That was pretty mentally 
exhausting.” 

There were issues. 

In one close call, one of the boys 
wouldn’t breathe, he said. They 
had to figure out how to stimulate 
his breathing before sending him 
back in the water. 

“A diver actually came up in a 
panic and was asking if the kid 
was still alive,” O’Brien said. 

Eight people were rescued July 
8 and July 9, and five were rescued 
July 10, Douglas said. 

“It was pretty stressful,” 
O’Brien said. “Once we got them 
all out, you know, everyone was 
pretty excited.” 

But the ordeal in Tham Luang 
cave wasn’t over yet. The pipes 
carrying water out of the cave 
began to burst shortly after the last 
boy made it through. O’Brien and 
an Air Force officer, to account for 
everyone in Chamber 3, stayed be¬ 
hind while it was evacuated. 

“Everyone had come into Cham¬ 
ber 3,” he recalled. “The water 
actually started to rise. We had to 
swim out.” 

O’Brien and his fellow airmen 
— who had never dived in a con¬ 
fined space before — played an 
integral part in one of the most 
improbable rescues in history. 

“Everything was blacked out 
for the most part — you couldn’t 
see anything — and if you came 
up into the actual dry areas, if you 
didn’t have a light, it was the dark¬ 
est thing imaginable,” he recalled. 
“It was a huge relief getting them 
all out of there. We would have 
been happy if anyone survived, let 
alone all of them.” 

A married father of two, 
O’Brien also received the Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, which 
is awarded by the Pentagon for 
outstanding achievement or meri¬ 
torious service in a noncombat 
situation. 

“When we got the last kid out of 
the cave,” he said, “that was a big 
moment.” 


burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 


^It was a huge relief getting them all out of there. We would have 
been happy if anyone survived, let alone all of them. ^ 

Tech. Sgt. Kenny O'Brien 
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11 US troops ID'd in remains from North Korea 



Kim GAMEL/Stars and Stripes 


Remains handed over by North Korea are seen before a ceremony at Osan Air Base, South Korea, on 
Aug. 1, 2018. Headway has been made to identify the remains delivered from North Korea. 11 US 
servicemembers have already been identified. 


By Matthew Keeler 
Stars and Stripes 

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea 
— More than a year after North 
Korea returned 55 cases of re¬ 
mains, 11 American troops have 
been identified and more are ex¬ 
pected in coming weeks, accord¬ 
ing to the agency overseeing the 
process. 

The remains were flown to 
Osan in late July, fulfilling part of 
the agreement reached by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un at 
their first summit on June 12, 
2018, in Singapore. 

The cases were then transferred 
to another aircraft destined for 
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hick- 
am, Hawaii, where the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
or DPAA, began the lengthy iden¬ 
tification process. 

DPAA “has identified 11 ser¬ 
vicemen from those remains and 
we expect more than 20 addi¬ 
tional IDs in the coming weeks,” 
spokesman Air Force Lt. Col. 
Kenneth Hoffman said Friday in 
an email, citing ongoing forensic 
analyses and DNA testing. 

Several families have found 
closure after their long-miss¬ 
ing loved ones were identified as 
being among the remains, includ¬ 
ing Army Master Sgt. Charles 
McDaniel and Army Pfc. William 
Jones who were the first to be an¬ 
nounced in September. 

“The first two cases were fast 
due to material evidence with a 


name association, which allowed 
a much more targeted query,” 
Hoffman said. 

More names will be released 
after families have been properly 
notified, he said. 

“For the m^ority of the cases, 
which are not complete skeletons 


and are in relatively poorer condi¬ 
tion, the ID is made with a heavy 
reliance on DNA testing by the 
Armed Forces Medical Examines 
System at Dover Air Force Base, 
Delaware,” Hoffman said. 

Last week. Vice President 
Mike Pence, who was at the re¬ 


patriation ceremony last year in 
Hawaii, said in a tweet that “25 
more heroes from the 55 boxes of 
remains” had been identified. 

“As the son of a Korean War Vet, 
I’m grateful for the hard work by 
@DeptofDefense,” he wrote. 

Hoffman said the identification 


process requires multiple pieces 
of evidence and techniques, in¬ 
cluding skeletal biology, dental 
records. X-ray comparisons, 
histology, historical research, 
material evidence, life support 
materials and all possible types 
of DNA. 

Once an identification is con¬ 
clusive, DPAA notifies the ap¬ 
propriate service casualty office, 
which is responsible for notifying 
the families and making funeral 
arrangements to include full mili¬ 
tary honors. 

More than 7,600 Americans 
remain unaccounted for from 
the 1950-53 Korean War, which 
ended in an armistice instead of a 
peace treaty. More than 5,300 of 
those were believed to have been 
lost in the North, according to the 
DPAA. 

“Every unaccounted-for U.S. 
service member is entitled to one 
certainty: that he or she will not 
be forgotten,” Hoffman said. 

Trump and Kim agreed to re¬ 
cover remains as part of their 
four-point Singapore summit 
statement, which also pledged 
to work toward the “complete 
denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula.” 

The United States had hoped 
to resume joint searches in the 
North after the 55 cases were 
returned, but those efforts have 
stalled amid the diplomatic dead¬ 
lock in nuclear talks. 

keeler.matthew@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MattKeelerl231 


Nuclear: Tension over North Korea’s 
defiance of denuclearization grows 



KCNA 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, watches a missile launch in this photo 
released Sunday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

negotiations as soon as” Seoul and Wash¬ 
ington conclude the joint drill this month. 

“It was a long letter, much of it complain¬ 
ing about the ridiculous and expensive ex¬ 
ercises,” the president wrote in a series 
of tweets. “It was also a small apology for 
testing the short range missiles.” 

Trump said Kim promised the testing 
would stop when the exercises end. “I look 
forward to seeing Kim Jong Un in the not 
too distant future!” he added. 

North Korea has long denounced the an¬ 
nual exercises, which it considers rehears¬ 
als for an invasion despite allied assurances 
that the drills are defensive in nature. 

Trump has changed the debate by add¬ 
ing his own criticism of what he has called 
“war games” as part of his demands that 
South Korea pay more for maintaining 
some 28,500 U.S. troops on the peninsula. 

The allies have sharply scaled back the 
size and scope of the drills since Trump an¬ 
nounced he was “stopping the war games” 
after his first summit with Kim last year. 
They also tried changing the names. 

But North Korea mocked those efforts 
in a separate report on Sunday, although it 
focused on the South and avoided criticiz¬ 
ing Trump. 

“It is a miscalculation if they think that 
the very change of the name of the exer¬ 
cise can alter its aggressive nature or that 
we would make it pass off quietly,” KCNA 
quoted a senior foreign ministry official as 


saying. 

The current command post exercise is 
aimed at testing the South’s capabilities 
as it hopes to assume operational control 
of the military from the U.S. should war 
break out. 

The allies held “crisis management staff 
training” last week and began a 10-day 
“combined command post training” on 
Sunday, according to South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff 

North Korea’s recent spate of tests began 
on July 25, when it launched two mis¬ 
siles that officials believe were modeled 
after Russia’s Iskander and appear to be 
designed to avoid U.S. and South Korean 
defenses. 

By only firing short-range missiles, the 
North is displaying a threat to South Korea 
and U.S. bases in the region while main¬ 
taining Kim’s promise not to test long- 
range missiles or nuclear weapons. 

Trump has signaled that would be a red 
line, although U.S.-led United Nations Se¬ 
curity Council sanctions resolutions ban 
the North from using any ballistic missile 
technology. 

Melissa Hanham, the deputy director of 
the Open Nuclear Network, said the tests 
show that North Korea has had two short- 
range ballistic missiles under development 
this year despite diplomacy. 

“This is not denuclearizing, this is not 
even close,” she wrote on Twitter. 

Meanwhile, the North’s director-general 
of the foreign ministry’s department of 


American affairs, Kwon Jong-gun, warned 
Seoul that its participation in the exercise 
and denunciation of the recent missile tests 
put inter-Korean relations at risk. 

He referred to Trump’s recent com¬ 
ments, saying that “even the U.S. president 
made a remark which in effect recognizes 
the self-defensive rights of a sovereign 
state, saying that it is a small missile test 
which a lot of countries do.” 

“Given that the military exercise clearly 
puts us as an enemy in its concept ... an 
inter-Korean contact itself will be difficult 
to be made unless they put an end to such 


a military exercise or before they make a 
plausible excuse” for the drills, Kwon said, 
according to KCNA. 

South Korea’s presidential office dis¬ 
missed the saber-rattling. 

“It’s our shared understanding among 
the two Koreas and the United States that 
resuming the stalled denuclearization ne¬ 
gotiations continues to be the top priority,” 
an official told the Yonhap News Agency 
on Sunday. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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US and Indonesia 
end 25th year of 
CARAT exercises 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

A weeklong naval exercise de¬ 
signed to improve the ability of 
Indonesian and U.S. naval forces 
to work together has wrapped up 
its 25th year in Indonesia. 

Indonesia has taken part in Co¬ 
operation Afloat Readiness and 
Training, or CARAT, a multi¬ 
phase exercise involving several 
countries in South and Southeast 
Asia, since its inception in 1995. 

Sri Lanka was the first stop for 
CARAT this year, which kicked 
off in April. However, those drills 
were cut short after a series of 
terrorist bombings at churches 
and other public buildings on 
Easter Sunday killed as many as 
250 people. 

CARAT’S Indonesian leg — 
which began Aug. 1 and covered 
seven days of activities at sea and 
on shore — took place in the Java 
Sea, just south of the contested 
South China Sea, where Beijing 
has built up shallow reefs and is¬ 
lets into militarized outposts. 


In December, the South China 
Morning Post reported that Indo¬ 
nesia had opened a military base 
in the southern point of the South 
China Sea as a “deterrent against 
any potential security threats, 
particularly on border areas.” 

Indonesia and China have had 
several maritime run-ins in the 
resource-rich area, the report 
said. In 2016, an Indonesian pa¬ 
trol boat seized a Chinese fish¬ 
ing vessel, which was released 
after a Chinese coast guard boat 
rammed it. 

“No country alone can ensure 
maritime security,” Lt. David 
Copeland, the domain awareness 
expert for Destroyer Squadron 7, 
said in a Navy statement issued 
earlier in the CARAT exercise. 
“It requires coordinated efforts 
by all regional partner nations 
and agencies to actively share 
information in a transparent and 
timely manner so we can conduct 
combined maritime security op¬ 
erations, ensuring safe and se¬ 
cure seas for all.” 

At sea the U.S. and Indonesian 


Army uses mumps case 
to stress vaccinations 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— A U.S. soldier based in Vicen¬ 
za, Italy, was recently diagnosed 
with the mumps virus while on 
temporary duty to Germany, the 
Army said Friday. 

Army officials believe the ser- 
vicemember contracted the virus 
before he left Italy and brought 
it with him to Germany, where 
he was training at Grafenwoehr. 
The soldier was diagnosed with 
mumps on Wednesday. 

Army officials are now urging 
base personnel to stay up to date 
on their vaccinations. 

“Out of an abundance of cau¬ 
tion, anyone who had close contact 
with the affected individual has 
been contacted and is receiving 
appropriate medical evaluations 
and vaccinations,” the Army said 
in a statement Friday. 

The Army has contacted indi¬ 
viduals who have had prolonged 
contact with the soldier and test¬ 
ed them to prevent the virus from 
spreading. 

Mumps is a contagious disease 
caused by a virus that spreads eas¬ 
ily through coughing and sneez¬ 
ing. Symptoms include headache, 
fever, muscle aches, fatigue, a 
loss of appetite and, most recog¬ 
nizably, swollen glands under the 
ears or jaw. Not all people who get 


mumps have all of the symptoms. 

Soldiers are typically vacci¬ 
nated against mumps, measles 
and rubella in the common MMR 
vaccination. 

“All soldiers are required to 
receive the MMR vaccine and re¬ 
main current as part of their med¬ 
ical readiness,” Alain Polynice, a 
spokesman for Medical Depart¬ 
ment Activity Bavaria, told Stars 
and Stripes on Friday. 

The soldier treated for mumps 
at Grafenwoehr was up to date 
on all his vaccinations, including 
MMR, Polynice said. 

However, the vaccine is not 
100% effective. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
one dose of the MMR vaccine is 
about 78% effective at preventing 
mumps. A second dose increases 
the effectiveness to 88%. 

“MMR vaccine prevents most, 
but not all, cases of mumps and 
complications caused by the dis¬ 
ease,” Polynice said. 

Some people who receive 
two doses of MMR can still get 
mumps, especially if they have 
prolonged, close contact with 
someone who has the disease. 
But if a vaccinated person does 
get mumps, they will likely have 
a less severe illness than an un¬ 
vaccinated person, he added. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 

Twitter: @i\/larty_Stripes 



Christopher A. Veloicaza/U.S. Navy 

Lt. Ben Ralen of Destroyer Squadron 7 climbs aboard the USS Montgomery during a passenger transfer 
as part of Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training Indonesia 2019 on Aug. 5. 


navies worked together on sub¬ 
marine operations; visit, board, 
search and seizure drills; and 
dive team training. 

The nations also created a 
Maritime Domain Awareness 
Information Sharing Center, ac¬ 
cording to the statement. The hub 
serves as a tool focused on gath¬ 
ering intelligence about potential 
maritime threats such as illegal 
fishing, human trafficking, weap¬ 
ons smuggling, terrorism, piracy 
and environmental threats. 

During the shore phase of 


CARAT Indonesia, U.S. Marines 
deployed to Darwin, Australia, 
trained for jungle survival along¬ 
side Indonesian marines. Both 
countries’ navies also exchanged 
experts on preventive medicine. 

Participating ships and units 
included littoral combat ship USS 
Montgomery, expeditionary fast 
transport USNS Fall River, U.S. 
Coast Guard cutter Stratton, sub¬ 
marine support ship MV Carolyn 
Chouest and an anti-submarine 
warfare P-8 Poseidon aircraft. 

Staff from Task Force 73, the 


Singapore-based logistics com¬ 
mand for 7th Fleet, and Destroyer 
Squadron 7, also of 7th Fleet, took 
part in the exercise, the state¬ 
ment added. 

“Any time we have the oppor¬ 
tunity to conduct such extensive 
and dynamic training, it has an 
undeniable impact on our ability 
to effectively integrate forces,” 
Capt. Ann McCann, deputy com¬ 
modore of Destroyer Squadron 7, 
said in the Navy statement. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Ciopez_Stripes 
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Legacies; Families take 
their case to Capitol Hill 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Vietnamese military men and 
11 crewmembers. Their families 
say they were Rangers, and the 
accident report states the Ameri¬ 
can soldiers were “mainly highly 
trained electronics and commu¬ 
nications specialists.” 

The war has been over more 
than 40 years, but the soldiers’ 
mission is still a mystery. The 
families have been unable to 
prove that their loved ones were 
headed to the Vietnam-defined 
combat zone, one of the criteria to 
get a name placed on the wall. 

At the time, the Milwaukee 
Sentinel reported that the 93 sol¬ 
diers on the flight were en route 
to Saigon, South Vietnam, to “re¬ 
lieve other American soldiers 
who have been helping train Viet¬ 
namese troops in the fight against 
Viet Cong guerrillas.” 

Even so, there are strict re¬ 
quirements before names are 
placed on the memorial. 

According to the nonprofit 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, Department of Defense 
guidelines require that: a service- 
member died within the defined 
combat zone of Vietnam; died 
while on a combat or combat- 
support mission to or from the 
defined combat zone of Vietnam; 
or died within 120 days from 
wounds, physical injuries or ill¬ 
nesses incurred or diagnosed in 
the defined combat zone. 

The families 

Some of the families learned 
about the Flying Tiger flight 
— and one another —through 
websites and Facebook pages 
dedicated to the plane and its pas¬ 
sengers. A day before the 57th 
anniversary of the plane’s disap¬ 
pearance, several family mem¬ 
bers were meeting each other for 
the first time, in an ornate room 
on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
waiting to speak to congressional 
aides about their quest. 

The families represent four 
men on the flight: Spc. 4 Donald 
Sargent, of Maine, Sgt. 1st Class 
Melvin Hatt, of Michigan, Sgt. 
1st Class Raymond Myers, of 
Arizona, and Sgt. John Karibo, of 
Ohio. 

The niece of Sargent, Jennifer 
Kirk, of South Portland, Maine, 
came with her father, Clifton Sar¬ 
gent, 56, as well as her son, broth¬ 
er and mother. 

Growing up, Kirk didn’t know 
what happened to her uncle be¬ 
cause her grandmother, until her 
death, believed that he was com¬ 
ing home. No one was allowed to 
open or even touch his trunk. 

“Fifty years later, I was able to 
get my dad and his sister to open 
the trunk to see if there were any 
papers, any note stating what 
their mission was, because we 
had nothing,” she said. 

Kirk’s brother, named Don¬ 
ald after his uncle, contacted 
the office of Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, and was able to get his 
uncle’s military records. The 
family was able to learn about his 


For photos and a video of the 
families’ visit, go to: 

www.stripes.com/go/flyingtiger 




military service but not about his 
last mission. Jennifer Kirk hoped 
by meeting with the other fami¬ 
lies, they could learn more about 
what happened to her uncle. 

“It wasn’t right on how it was 
all presented, and how they were 
on this secret mission, and not 
being put on that wall because 
they went and they did what that 
mission was supposed to be,” she 
said. 

“It’s not the soldier’s fault that 
the plane disappeared. Don’t even 
know why it blew up.” 

She said she brought her family, 
especially her son, to Washington 
so they could 
fight together 
and keep the 
men’s lega¬ 
cies alive. She 
doesn’t want 
her uncle to 
be forgotten. 

“The gen¬ 
eration that 
we’re at now 
with my dad, 
they’re going 
to stop say¬ 
ing the name. 
We can’t stop 
saying their 
name,” she 
said. She 
believes in 
keeping their 
memory alive, 
“so they don’t 
die twice.” 

A name 
marks some¬ 
one’s life — as 
the first thing 
they are given 
when they 
are born and 
the last reminder of their legacy 
when it’s etched into a headstone. 
The Vietnam Wall lists the dead 
and missing without rank, high¬ 
lighting their names. 

Over the next three days, these 
Flying Tiger families from across 
the country would be united by 
a passion to make sure their lost 
soldiers would be remembered 
forever. 

On Capitol Hill 

Behind closed doors, the fami¬ 
lies told their stories to aides from 
several Senate offices. The daugh¬ 
ter of Sgt. 1st Class Melvin Hatt, 
Donna Ellis Cornell, 62, brought 
folders bulging with documents 
for each senator on the Armed 
Services Committee, detailing 
what the families know. 

She was the main force behind 
the meeting, petitioning sena¬ 
tors for the second year in a row 
to have a full committee hearing 
to tell their stories directly to the 
senators. 

She also suggested that if the 
Defense Department was unwill¬ 
ing to change the criteria for the 
wall. Congress could pass a law, 
signed by the president, to exempt 


generation 

that 

we’re at 
now with 
my dad, 
they’re 
going 
to stop 
saying the 
name. We 
can’t stop 
saying 
their name 
... so they 
don’t die 
twice. ^ 

Jennifer Kirk 

niece of Spc. 4 

Donald Sargent 



Photos by Caitlin M. KENNEY/Stars and Stripes 


A portrait of Spc. 4 Donald Sargent, brother of Clifton Sargent, leans against the Vietnam Veteran 
Memorial in Washington on March 16. 



Donna Ellis Cornell, daughter of Sgt. 1st Class Melvin Hatt, kneels 
before a headstone in Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia that 
was placed in memory of her father, as Tommy Myers and Jennifer 
Kirk walk nearby. 


the Flying Tiger soldiers. 

The decision to add a name is 
left to the DOD, not the Memorial 
Fund that oversees the wall. 

According to Jennifer Kirk, 
it was not until the senate aides 
heard the stories firsthand that 
they began to understand what 
was at stake. “Like, T understand 
why you guys are fighting this 
fight,”’ she said. 

Their reactions, she said, gave 
her “a little glimmer of hope.” 

She would like to see some¬ 
thing change while her father 
is alive so he knows that it hap¬ 
pened: “Couldn’t do that for my 
grandmother; hopefully, for my 
dad,” she said. 

Her father said, “If this doesn’t 
happen, we’re all going to be feel¬ 
ing that we’ve been betrayed by 
our government.” 

One of the Senate aides at the 
meeting was from the office of 
Sen. Gary Peters, D-Mich., the 
home state of Ellis Cornell. 

“During the Vietnam War, 
our brave men and women were 
deployed thousands of miles 
from home in their service. The 


families of those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice have endured 
unimaginable pain and heart¬ 
break,” Peters said in a statement 
to Stars and Stripes. “Unfortu¬ 
nately for the families of those 
aboard Flying Tigers Line Flight 
739/14, it is a pain that has not 


been properly recognized for too 
long. 

“I will continue to work with 
these families and look for ways 
we can honor the servicemem- 
bers killed in the Flying Tigers 
crash,” he said. 

SEE LEGACIES ON PAGE 7 
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FBI agent rescues child who's now a Marine 


By Craig Sailor 

The News Tribune (Tacoma, Wash.) 

A n FBI agent asked only 
for coffee and donuts 
Friday morning at his 
retirement party. 

What Troy Sowers got instead 
was the grown-up version of a 
baby he rescued from a kidnap¬ 
per nearly 22 years ago in Lake- 
wood, Wash. 

That baby is now a 170-pound 
U.S. Marine Corps Corporal sta¬ 
tioned in Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

But on Aug. 23, 1997, Stew¬ 
art Rembert was just a babe in 
the arms of his mother, Melinda 
Coen, at St. Clare Hospital in 
Lakewood. 

That’s when a woman sporting 
a lab coat and implying she was 
a medical worker bluffed her way 
past two security checkpoints, 
walked into the room where baby 
and mother were resting and of¬ 
fered to take Stewart to the nurs¬ 
ery for the night. 

At about 3 a.m., a floor nurse 
made a routine check of Coen’s 
room. She realized the baby was 
missing and sounded the alarm. 

An empty bassinet was found 
about 50 feet from Coen’s room, 
next to an exit door. 

Sowers was one of 30 investiga¬ 
tors the FBI assigned to the case. 

The Lakewood Police Depart¬ 
ment put a dozen detectives on it. 
News organizations spread infor¬ 
mation, including a sketch of the 
woman, throughout the region. 

Sowers, then 28, was new to the 
bureau and assigned to the agen¬ 
cy’s Tacoma, Wash., office. 

“I had graduated from the FBI 
academy approximately two or 
three months prior to that,” he told 
The News Tribune on Friday. 


Law enforcement officials 
began zeroing in on a suspect after 
an employee at a Lakewood Fred 
Meyer store saw a woman shop¬ 
lift some baby’s clothing while 
carrying an infant. He followed 
her, saw her car, then called 911 
with a description. 

Authorities searched the Fort 
Lewis home of the suspect, Kim¬ 
berly K. Skurzewski, 30, and 
found diapers and other items 
associated with a newborn — but 
not Stewart. 

Sowers was assigned to inter¬ 
view her. A Lakewood police de¬ 
tective came along. 

“When we really got suspicious 
talking to her, the local detective 
went over to the stepdaughter and 
asked, ‘Where is the baby at?’ The 
daughter broke down and said, ‘I 
don’t know. We put him next to a 
dumpster,”’ Sowers recalled Fri¬ 
day afternoon. 

When Skurzewski came home 
with the baby earlier that day, 
she told her children that she 
had bought him for $500. When 
she saw media reports about the 
kidnapping, she panicked and left 
the baby behind a store. 

Sowers, the Lakewood detec¬ 
tive, the kidnapper, stepdaughter 
and military police got into vehi¬ 
cles and drove around Lakewood 
looking for the store. 

The detective put the command 
post on alert in case a massive 
search was needed. But it wasn’t. 

“As we pulled up behind that 
store, right next to the dumpster 
was a little cardboard box, and 
she pointed to the box and said, 
‘He’s in that box,”’ Sowers said. 

“I jumped out of the car and 
went over to the box and saw 
Stewart there and picked him 
up,” Sowers said. “He wasn’t cry¬ 



U.S. Marine 
CpI. Stewart 
Rembert 
embraces 
FBI Special 
Agent Troy 
Sowers during 
the agent’s 
retirement 
ceremony at the 
FBI Field Office 
in Knoxville, 
Tenn., on Friday. 


Robert Vachon 

U.S. Marine Corps 


ing or anything. He was probably 
exhausted. He was probably lay¬ 
ing there a few hours.” 

Sowers held Stewart for the few 
minutes it took for paramedics to 
arrive. 

Skurzewski was sentenced to 10 
years in prison, more than seven 
times the ordinary maximum 
term for kidnapping. 

It wasn’t until he was 14 that 
Rembert became curious about 
the incident and got a fuller story 
from his parents. 

“I got to thinking, ‘Wow, I ac¬ 
tually might not have been here. 
That’s crazy,”’ Rembert said 
Friday. 

Rembert joined the Marines 
straight out of high school. Mili¬ 
tary service is a tradition in the 
Rembert family. His father was 
in the Navy, a brother was in the 
Marines and a sister was in the 


Air Force. “It was only natural,” 
he said. “I grew up loving hear¬ 
ing about everything the military 
did.” 

Two weeks ago, while at Camp 
Lejeune, he received a message 
from one of Sowers’ co-workers. 
They wanted to bring him to the 
agent’s retirement party. 

He embraced the plan. 

“I led a good life,” Rembert 
said. “He could see all the tribu¬ 
lations of his hard work come to 
fruition.” 

On Friday, Sowers retired as 
the special agent in charge of 
the FBI’s Knoxville, Tenn., field 
office. 

“In one of my final supervi¬ 
sors’ meetings, I commented that 
I felt like I’ve had a pretty solid 
career,” Sowers said. “In the first 
couple of months, I pulled a baby 
out of a box. And when I ended my 


career, I got to meet Dolly Parton 
here in Tennessee.” 

His coworkers started digging 
and found Rembert. He was on 
Facebook. 

On Friday morning. Sowers 
had no idea of what was coming. 

The story of Rembert’s rescue 
was retold. A current photo of 
him was shown on a screen. 

“I had a few seconds to tell 
myself, ‘Did they actually bring 
him here in person?”’ Sowers 
recalled. 

Rembert walked in the door to 
a round of applause. 

“When I saw him, I had to 
pause a couple of seconds to keep 
my composure,” Sowers said. 

“It was a wonderful way to 
leave the bureau,” Sowers said. 
“To actually see the good he is 
doing and to meet him on my last 
day in the office.” 


Legacies: Lawmaker submits bill that would allow names to be added to wall 



Caitlin M. KENNEY/Stars and Stripes 


Kimberly Steinman-Elmquist points to names on the wall as Clifton 
Salient looks on. 


FROM PAGE 6 

The Vietnam Veterans Memo¬ 
rial on the National Mall cuts into 
the Earth, its black stone walls 
engraved with more than 58,000 
names. 

As the Flying Tigers families 
entered the memorial, Kimberly 
Steinman-Elmquist, 57, pointed 
out a panel where there was 
“plenty of room” to put the names 
of their loved ones. 

She is the daughter of Sgt. John 
Karibo, who died when she was 
only 20 months old. She was told 
by her mother that he had been 
trained in biological, chemical 
and radiological warfare. 

This was 63-year-old Tommy 
Myers’ first visit to the memorial, 
something he said he has wanted 
to do for most of his life. He is the 
son of Sgt. 1st Class Raymond 
Myers and was told that his fa¬ 
ther was a supply sergeant in the 
Army. 

He later discovered that his fa¬ 
ther could speak five languages 
and had been stationed at Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz., a military elec¬ 
tronics and communications 
equipment testing site going back 
to the mid-1950s. It is now home 


to the U.S. Army Intelligence 
Center of Excellence. 

The experience of seeing the 
memorial “hurts and it helps,” 
Myers said. “Now that I’m here, 
there’s only one thing missing, it’s 
the names of those 93 Rangers,” 
he said. 

The group took a family portrait 
before the Wall, and as Steinman- 
Elmquist was saying that the 
Rangers and crew were looking 
down on them, the sun came out 
from behind the clouds. 

“They’re all here,” she said. 

Reading the names 

The group walked a short way 
to the Vietnam Women’s Memo¬ 
rial before sitting on a nearby 
bench. Surrounded by the other 
family members, Ellis Cornell 
read the names of the soldiers 
and crew of Flying Tiger Line 
Flight 739. 

“May they rest in peace,” she 
said after reading the final name. 

“And get on the wall,” Robert 
Rogers added. The Vietnam vet¬ 
eran joined the families on their 
visit to Washington, bringing 93 
personalized dog tags with him 


from California. 

At Arlington National Cemetery 
there are headstones in memory 
of eight of the men who were on 
the flight, Ellis Cornell said. One 
of them was for her father, Mel¬ 
vin Lewis Hatt. She found out the 
night before her visit that it had 
been placed by her grandmother. 

“It’s pretty overwhelming,” she 
said of seeing the headstone for 
the first time. 

Having family members of 
those who served with her father 
alongside her at the cemetery was 
also overwhelming, she said. 

“We’ve been up until now con¬ 
necting online and so on. And in 
a short amount of time, we’ve be¬ 
come family,” Ellis Cornell said. 

Rogers placed a penny on top 
of each headstone, signifying that 
someone had visited, and then 
saluted. 

On June 18, lawmaker Peters 
submitted a bill to Congress titled 
“Flying Tiger Flight 739 Act” 
that — if it becomes law — would 
allow the names of the 93 soldiers 
to be added to the wall. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.c6rn 

@caitlinmkenney 
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Afghan leader rejects 
foreign interference 



Nishanuddin Khan/AP 


A^anistan's President Ashraf Ghani, center, speaks after offering Eid al-Adha prayers 
at the presidential palace in Kabul, A^hanistan, on Sunday. Ghani is urging the nation 
to determine its fate without foreign interference as the United States and the Taliban 
appear to near a peace deal without the Afghan government at the table. 


By Rahim Faiez 
AND Cara Anna 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan’s 
president Sunday rejected foreign inter¬ 
ference as the United States and the Tal¬ 
iban appear to be closing in on a peace 
deal without the Afghan government at the 
table. 

President Ashraf Ghani spoke during 
the Muslim holiday Eid-al-Adha and as 
US. and Taliban negotiators continue their 
work in the Gulf nation of Qatar, where the 
insurgents have a political office. 

Speaking after the Eid prayers, Ghani 
insisted that next month’s presidential 
election is essential so that Afghanistan’s 
leader will have a powerful mandate to 
decide the country’s future after years of 
war. 

“Our future cannot be decided outside, 
whether in the capital cities of our friends, 
nemeses or neighbors. The fate of Afghani¬ 
stan will be decided here in this home¬ 
land,” he said. “We don’t want anyone to 
intervene in our affairs.” 

US. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad is seeking 
a peace deal by Sept. 1, weeks before the 
vote. The two sides are expected to agree 
on the withdrawal of some 20,000 U.S. and 
NATO troops in return for Taliban guaran¬ 
tees that Afghanistan would not be a base 
for other extremist groups. 

Few details have emerged, but Khalilzad 
and the lead Taliban negotiator. Mullah 
Abdul Ghani Baradar, have been travel¬ 
ing in recent days to brief several coun- 


Our future cannot be 
decided outside... The 
fate of Afghanistan will 
be decided here in this 
homeland. ^ 

Ashraf Ghani 

Afghanistan president 


tries involved in the process on the latest 
developments. 

The Taliban spokesman in Qatar, Suhail 
Shaheen, who has said a deal is expected 
at the end of this round of talks, on Sunday 
issued an Eid message expressing the hope 
that Afghanistan “will celebrate future 
Eids under the Islamic system, without oc¬ 
cupation, under an environment of perma¬ 
nent peace and unity.” 

The Taliban have refused to negotiate 
with the Afghan government, dismissing it 
as a U.S. puppet, and on Tuesday they de¬ 
clared the Sept. 28 election a “sham.” They 
warned fellow Afghans to stay away from 
campaign rallies and the polls, saying such 
gatherings could be targeted. A day later 
the group claimed responsibility for a sui¬ 
cide bombing that targeted security forces 
in Kabul. The attack killed 14 people and 
wounded 145, most of them civilians. 

The Taliban control roughly half of 
Afghanistan and are at their strongest 
since the U.S.-led invasion toppled their 


five-year-old government in 2001 after 
the group had harbored al-Qaida leader 
Osama bin Laden. More than 2,400 U.S. 
service personnel have died in Afghani¬ 
stan since then. 

Ghani, stung by being excluded from the 
peace talks, on Sunday pleaded for nation¬ 
al unity. 

“Peace is the desire of each Afghan and 
peace will come, there shouldn’t be any 
doubt about it,” he said. “But we want a 
peace in which each Afghan has dignity. 
We don’t want a peace in which Afghans 
wouldn’t have dignity. We don’t want a 
peace that would cause people to leave 
their country. We don’t want brain drain 
and we don’t want investment drain.” 


A peace deal would be followed by intra- 
Afghan talks, but it is not clear whether 
the Taliban would agree to talk to Kabul 
government members in their official ca¬ 
pacity or only as ordinary Afghans, as in 
the past. 

The U.S. and NATO formally concluded 
their combat mission in Afghanistan in 
2014. The American and allied troops that 
remain are conducting strikes on the Tal¬ 
iban and the local Islamic State affiliate, 
and working to train and build the Afghan 
military. 

President Donald Trump has publicly 
expressed his exasperation with America’s 
continued involvement in Afghanistan and 
a desire to bring troops home. 


USS Porter sails into Black Sea as Navy boosts patrol in area 



Yoeruek Isik 

The U.S. Navy destroyer USS Porter is seen transiting the Bosporus 
on Thursday on its way to the Black Sea. 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

The destroyer USS Porter ar¬ 
rived at the Bulgarian Black Sea 
port of Varna on Friday, marking 
the sixth time this year the Navy 
has sent a warship to the region. 

“The naval operations we con¬ 
duct in the Black Sea with our 
allies and partners maintain 
the strong relationships that are 
necessary for regional stability,” 
Vice Adm. Lisa M. Franchetti, 
6th Fleet commander, said in a 
statement. 

The Russian Black Sea Fleet’s 
Smetlivy destroyer is monitor¬ 
ing the USS Porter’s movements, 
Tass news agency reported, citing 
the Russian defense ministry. 

The increased frequency of 
U.S. destroyers patrolling Black 


Sea waters is likely to cause Rus¬ 
sian leaders concern because of 
the ships’ firepower and missile- 
defense capabilities, said Michael 
Petersen, Naval War College’s di¬ 
rector of Russia Maritime Stud¬ 
ies Institute. 

The USS Carney took part in 
the multinational Sea Breeze 
naval exercise, hosted by the U.S. 
and Ukraine, in the region in July. 
Prior to that, four U.S. warships 
conducted Black Sea operations 
at various times between January 
and April. 

Russia has reinforced its fleet 
in the Black Sea — perhaps a sign 
that repeated U.S. patrols there 
are stressing its regular fleet 
there, Petersen said. 

“Russia continues to view the 
deployment of U.S. ships to the 
Black Sea with suspicion,” Pe¬ 


tersen said. “They view Crimea, 
and by extension the Black Sea, 
as a key strategic bastion for pro¬ 
tecting their southern flank.” 

The Navy and NATO began 
increasing their presence in the 
Black Sea after Russia annexed 
Crimea in 2014. Security patrols 
increased after the Russian navy 
seized three Ukrainian vessels in 
the Kerch Strait last November. 

Two days before the USS Por¬ 
ter arrived in the region, four 
Ukrainian soldiers were killed in 
eastern Ukraine when Russian- 
backed separatists fired rocket- 
propelled grenades into their 
positions, despite a cease-fire be¬ 
tween the two sides. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 
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Epstein suicide sparks round of conspiracies 


Unraveling Epstein’s vast 
estate could take years 


By Andrew Boryga 
(Deerfield Beach, Fla.) 

Sun-Sentinel 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
— Jeffrey Epstein’s surprise 
death Saturday morning in 
a New York jail casts uncer¬ 
tainty into the management 
of the considerable assets the 
wealthy financier left behind. 

Although Epstein has long 
been rumored to be a billion¬ 
aire, recent court documents 
suggest his fortune is worth a 
little over $559 million. 

Included in that number is 
a Manhattan estate valued at 
over $50 million and a Palm 
Beach estate valued a hair 
over $12 million. 

Spencer Kuvin, a Palm 
Beach attorney who represent¬ 
ed three of Epstein’s victims 
in a first federal case against 
him over a decade ago, has no 
doubt that new victims who 
have come forward in recent 


months will go after Epstein’s 
estate. 

However, Kuvin is also quite 
certain that those victims will 
face an uphill legal battle be¬ 
fore they ever see a penny. 
“It’s going to be a legal mess 
for years to come,” he said. 

Kuvin, whose own clients 
have already settled cases 
with Epstein, said he did not 
know any specifics about what 
might happen to Epstein’s 
wealth and whether Epstein 
left behind a will. 

However, Kuvin did say that 
during the initial federal case 
against Epstein in 2008, a full 
asset search was conducted 
which revealed that much of 
Epstein’s assets were split 
among multiple corporations, 
entities, trusts and offshore 
accounts. 

“It’s going to be a morass of 
legal wrangling to figure out 
all the connections between 
everything,” Kuvin said. 


By David Klepper 
AND Amanda Seitz 
Associated Press 

Jeffrey Epstein’s apparent sui¬ 
cide Saturday morning in a fed¬ 
eral jail launched new conspiracy 
theories online in a saga that has 
provided fodder for them for 
years, fueled by Epstein’s ties to 
princes, politicians and other fa¬ 
mous and powerful people. 

Online theorists Saturday 
quickly offered unsubstantiated 
speculation — including some 
retweeted by President Donald 
Trump — that Epstein’s death 
wasn’t a suicide, or it was faked. 

That chatter picked up on the 
conjecture that resurged after 
Epstein’s July 6 arrest on alle¬ 
gations that he orchestrated a 
sex-trafficking ring designed to 
bring him teenage girls. Some 
of his accusers have described 
being sexually abused by the 
wealthy financier’s friends and 
acquaintances. 

The combination created fertile 
ground for theories and misinfor¬ 
mation to breed on social media 
sites such as Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube. 

Epstein, 66, had been denied 
bail and faced up to 45 years 
behind bars on federal sex traf¬ 
ficking and conspiracy charges 
unsealed last month. He had 
pleaded not guilty and was await¬ 
ing trial next year. 

His relationships with Trump, 
former President Bill Clinton and 
Britain’s Prince Andrew were at 
the center of those online rumors 
and theories, many of which ques¬ 
tion what politicians knew about 
Epstein’s alleged sex crimes. 


Others theories, however, have 
been easily debunked. 

For example, days after his ar¬ 
rest online memes and Facebook 
statuses wrongly claimed the 
Obama administration, in order 
to protect former President Clin¬ 
ton, forged a once-secret deal 
in 2008 in Florida that allowed 


him to plead guilty to soliciting 
a minor for prostitution to avoid 
more serious charges. The deal 
was actually executed before 
President Barack Obama took 
office, under former President 
George W. Bush. 

Meanwhile, a manipulated 
photo, shared by thousands on 


Twitter and Facebook, falsely 
claimed to show Epstein with 
Trump and a young Ivanka 
Trump, the president’s daughter. 

Both Clinton and Trump have 
denied being privy to Epstein’s 
alleged scheme. 

Clinton spokesman Angel 
Urena said the former president 
“knows nothing about the terrible 
crimes Jeffrey Epstein pleaded 
guilty to in Florida some years 
ago or those with which he has 
been recently charged in New 
York.” He said that, in 2002 and 
2003, Clinton took four trips on 
Epstein’s plane with multiple 
stops and that staff and his Secret 
Service detail traveled on every 
leg. 

Trump has acknowledged 
knowing Epstein but said he “had 
a falling out with him a long time 
ago.” 

Other Epstein theories float¬ 
ing online have been darker, es¬ 
pecially after Epstein was found 
injured on the floor of his cell last 
month with bruises on his neck. 
Some online commentators de¬ 
scribed it as a “murder attempt.” 

“Men in high places want Ep¬ 
stein dead,” one Twitter use 
wrote. 

Hours after Epstein’s death Sat¬ 
urday, as the hashtag #Epstein- 
Murder was trending worldwide 
on Twitter, the president joined 
Twitter speculation around Ep¬ 
stein’s death while under the fed¬ 
eral government’s watch. 

Trump, who rose to conserva¬ 
tive prominence by falsely claim¬ 
ing Obama wasn’t born in the 
U.S., retweeted unsubstantiated 
claims about Epstein’s death. 


Other politicians also took 
to social media to question the 
circumstances. 

Republican Sen. Rick Scott of 
Florida, the state where some of 
Epstein’s alleged sexual abuse 
crimes took place, suggested the 
possibility that others might have 
been involved in Epstein’s death 
when he called on corrections of¬ 
ficials to explain what happened 
at the Metropolitan Correctional 
Center in Manhattan. 

“The Federal Bureau of Pris¬ 
ons must provide answers on 
what systemic failures of the 
MCC Manhattan or criminal acts 
allowed this coward to deny jus¬ 
tice to his victims,” he tweeted. 

Former Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 
now an attorney for Trump, 
tweeted out several questions 
about Epstein’s death. 

“Who was watching? What does 
camera show? ... Follow the mo¬ 
tives” Giuliani tweeted Saturday 
afternoon. 

The FBI and the Department 
of Justice’s Office of the Inspec¬ 
tor General will investigate the 
circumstances surrounding Ep¬ 
stein’s death. Attorney General 
William Barr said. 

“Mr. Epstein’s death raises 
serious questions that must be 
answered,” Barr said in a news 
release. 

Epstein’s suicide was likely re¬ 
corded by jail cameras, accord¬ 
ing to Preet Bharara, the former 
federal prosecutor in Manhattan. 

“One hopes it is complete, 
conclusive, and secured,” he 
tweeted. 


Calif, stabbing suspect pleads not guilty 


By Amy Taxin 
Associated Press 

GARDEN GROVE, Calif — 
The suspect in a Southern Cali¬ 
fornia stabbing rampage that left 
four people dead and two injured 
pleaded not guilty Friday to mur¬ 
der, attempted murder and other 
counts. 

Zachary Castaneda was ar¬ 
raigned in his jail cell instead of 
court after refusing to leave his 
jail cell. Orange County District 
Attorney Todd Spitzer said in a 
tweet. 

Castaneda was arrested 
Wednesday by police responding 
to two hours of slashing and stab¬ 
bing attacks in Garden Grove and 


Santa Ana. 

Authorities said Castaneda, 33, 
was covered in blood when he was 
taken into custody after walking 
out of a 7-Eleven store and drop¬ 
ping a knife and a gun that he’d 
cut from the belt of a security 
guard he’d just killed. 

The 11 felonies filed against 
Castaneda also included assault 
with a deadly weapon to cause 
great bodily injury, aggravated 
mayhem, robbery and burglary. 

Castaneda had been kept in re¬ 
straints when detectives tried to 
interview him. 

“He remained violent with us 
through the night,” Garden Grove 
Police Chief Tom DaRe said. “He 
never told us why he did this.” 


Authorities on Friday said Ge¬ 
rardo Fresnares Beltran, 63, was 
fatally stabbed in his Garden 
Grove apartment. His roommate 
Helmuth Hauprich, 62, was also 
killed in the attack. Castaneda 
was their neighbor. 

Robert Parker, 58, of Orange, 
and Pascual Rioja Lorenzo, 39, 
of Garden Grove were stabbed 
separately in Santa Ana. 

Court records show that Cas¬ 
taneda was a gang member with 
a criminal history of assault and 
weapon and drug crimes. 

Castaneda’s criminal history 
dates back to 2004 and includes 
a prison stint for possession of 
methamphetamine for sale while 
armed with an assault rifle. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Garden Grove Police Chief Tom DaRe prepares to address the media 
next to a mug shot of Zachary Castaneda, who pleaded not guilty, in 
Garden Grove, Calif., Thursday. 
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Families mourn, 
bury those killed 
in Ohio and Texas 


Associated Press 

DAYTON, Ohio — Mourn¬ 
ers gathered across the country 
Saturday to remember the lives 
of a graduate student beloved 
by friends, a man who died in 
his son’s arms and a mother 
who shielded her infant from 
gunfire. 

The funerals were among sev¬ 
eral being held for people who 
died in mass shootings last week¬ 
end in Dayton, Ohio, and El Paso, 
Texas. 

Investigators in Texas said a 
gunman opened fire at a Walmart 
on Aug. 3, targeting Mexicans 
and killing 22 people. Less than 
24 hours later, another shooter 
killed nine people in a popular 
Dayton nightlife area. 

Every seat was filled and the 
hallways were lined with mourn¬ 
ers in Washington, Pa., at the ser¬ 
vice for Nicholas Cumer, 25. The 
graduate student in the master 
of cancer care program at Saint 
Francis University in Loretto, 
Pa., was killed in Dayton. 

Elementary schoolteachers, 
high school friends, fraternity 
brothers and relatives were 
joined by scores of others as 
white folding chairs were set up 
in the parking lot to handle the 
overflow. 

“He was just infectious. He had 
a heart bigger than his chest,” 
said Pastor Brian Greenleaf, of 
Washington Alliance Church, 
after officiating the service. 

Greenleaf started the service 
by saying Cumer would prob¬ 
ably be “smiling and laughing 
throughout this whole service.” 

“Because the images I have 
of Nick are just that,” the pastor 
said. “Heaven is a little bit bet¬ 
ter today because of Nicholas 
Cumer.” 


Hundreds of people, includ¬ 
ing Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine and 
Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley, at¬ 
tended Derrick Fudge’s funeral 
at St. John Missionary Baptist 
Church in Springfield, Ohio, the 
Dayton Daily News reported. 

Fudge died in the arms of his 
son, Dion Green. He was remem¬ 
bered as a loving family man 
who painted houses and loved to 
fish and cook. 

Green said his father spoke 
often of his willingness to die 
for him. Green previously told 
the Springfield News-Sun he be¬ 
lieves his father protected him 
from being killed. 

Green said Saturday that his 
father, who was 57, was a great 
person who was always there to 
help when needed. 

In a eulogy for her brother, 
Twyla Southall said Fudge lived 
a “simple” life, but one he loved. 

“I don’t understand why my 
brother died in his son’s arms, 
but I am so grateful he was there 
for his father,” Southall said. 

Burial services for Saeed 
Saleh, 38, were also held Satur¬ 
day morning in Dayton, accord¬ 
ing to the Daily News. Saleh, who 
was originally from Eritrea and 
recently immigrated to the U.S., 
was remembered as a “humble 
and quiet person” by a spokes¬ 
man for the family. 

In El Paso, a requiem Mass 
was offered for Javier Amir Ro¬ 
driguez, 15, a high school soph¬ 
omore and avid soccer player 
who was at the Walmart with his 
uncle when he was killed. 

A burial was also scheduled 
for Jordan Anchondo, who died 
shielding her infant son from 
gunfire. Her 2-month-old son 
was treated for broken bones but 
was orphaned after Jordan and 
her husband, Andre, were killed. 



Angie Wang/AP 

A relative attempts to console Dion Green, center, before the funeral for his father. Derrick Fudge, on 
Saturday at a church in Springfield, Ohio. Fudge, 57, was the oldest of nine who were killed when a 
gunman opened fire outside a bar early Sunday in Dayton, Ohio. 



Jorge Salgado/AP 


A group of mourners embrace after the funeral service for Jordan Anchondo at San Jose Funeral Homes 
in El Paso, Texas, on Saturday. 


Mourners 
hug at the 
front of Ned 
Peppers bar 
while they 
gather at 
the scene 
of a mass 
shooting 
before a 
prayer vigil 
Aug. 4 in 
Dayton, 
Ohio. 

People 
observed a 
moment of 
silence at 
1:05 a.m. 
Sunday to 
honor the 
victims. 


Minchillo/AP 



Dayton bar patrons 
pay tribute 1 week 
after mass shooting 


Associated Press 

DAYTON, Ohio — People gath¬ 
ered at the scene of the Dayton, 
Ohio, mass shooting to pay trib¬ 
ute to the victims. 

The Dayton Daily News report¬ 
ed people observed a moment of 
silence at 1:05 a.m. Sunday at Ned 
Peppers Bar in the city’s popular 
entertainment district. 

The song “We Are Family” 
then played over loudspeakers. 

The newspaper reported that 


many people visited the district 
Sunday from out of town. Ty Sul¬ 
livan came from Columbus, Ohio, 
with her family. She said she “felt 
a need to be in this area.” 

Nine people were killed in the 
Aug. 4 attack. More than 30 were 
injured. 

Investigators say Connor Betts, 
24, opened fire with an AR-15- 
style gun outside the district’s 
businesses. 

He was killed by police within 
less than 30 seconds. 
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Texas and Ohio: 
2 shootings, 

2 responses 



Joshua A. Bickel, The Columbus Dispatch/AP 


Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine speaks about the Dayton mass shooting on Tuesday at the Ohio Statehouse 
in Columbus, Ohio. Facing pressure to take action after the latest mass shooting in the U.S., DeWine 
urged the GOP-led state Legislature Tuesday to pass laws requiring background checks for nearly all 
gun sales and allowing courts to restrict firearms access for people perceived as threats. 


By Chuck Lindell 
Austin American-Statesman 

AUSTIN, Texas — The Re¬ 
publican governors of Texas 
and Ohio — tragically linked by 
mass shootings that occurred 
hours apart last weekend — are 
backed by solid GOP legislatures 
in states that sent their electoral 
votes to President Donald Trump 
in 2016, but each has taken a dif¬ 
ferent path in responding to the 
attacks. 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine laid 
out his response in a news con¬ 
ference Tuesday, two days after 
angry shouts of “Do something!” 
interrupted his remarks during a 
vigil for the nine people killed in 
Dayton. 

DeWine unveiled a 17-point 
plan featuring tougher penalties 
for gun-related crimes and an im¬ 
proved mental health response. 

His plan also included two pro¬ 
posals that were met with skepti¬ 
cism from gun-rights advocates 
in Ohio — proposals that, thus far 
in Texas, have been shut down by 
Republican leaders and Second 
Amendment activists. 

First, DeWine asked the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly to pass a “red 
flag” law that would let family 
members and police petition the 
courts for an order temporar¬ 
ily removing guns from a person 
deemed to be dangerous to them¬ 
selves or others. 

Second, the first-term governor 
proposed a law requiring back- 


By Zeke Miller 
AND Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Friday he 
believes he has the influence to 
rally Republicans around stron¬ 
ger federal background check 
laws as Congress and the White 
House work on a response to 
last weekend’s mass shootings in 
Texas and Ohio. 

At the same time. Trump said 
he had assured the National Rifle 
Association that its gun-rights 
views would be “fully represent¬ 
ed and respected.” He said he 
was hopeful the NRA would not 
be an obstacle to strengthening 
the nation’s gun laws. 

Trump has promised to lead 
on tougher gun control measures 
before, including after the 2018 
Parkland, Fla., school shooting, 
but little has come of it. His com¬ 
ments in the wake of the twin 


ground checks for all firearm 
transactions in the state, though 
not for gifts among family mem¬ 
bers and “certain other limited 
uses.” 

DeWine, recalling the demand 
made at the vigil, said his to-do 
list was built on initiatives that he 
believed could pass. 

“Some in the crowd were 
angry. In fact. I’m sure every¬ 
one was angry,” he said. “Some 
chanted ‘Do something,’ and they 
were absolutely right. We must 
do something, and that is exactly 
what we are going to do.” 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott ap¬ 
peared before reporters a day 
later in El Paso, also vowing to 
do something but taking a more 
measured approach to the third 
mass-fatality shooting in his state 
in less than two years. 

“The people of Texas, the peo¬ 
ple of El Paso deserve to be safe. 
It is our responsibility to begin 
the process of ensuring that 
safety,” he said Wednesday after 
meeting with Republican legisla¬ 
tive leaders and El Paso’s elected 
representatives, all Democrats, 
to discuss that process after 22 
people were killed at a Walmart 
in the city. 

Abbott said at least two round¬ 
table discussions — similar to 
the three days of meetings after 
a gunman killed eight fellow stu¬ 
dents and two teachers at Santa 
Fe High School last year — will 
be held this month to kick around 
ideas for dealing with gun vio- 


massacres marked his most op¬ 
timistic and supportive words in 
favor of more stringent gun laws, 
though he left the details vague 
and it remained to be seen how 
much political capital Trump 
would throw behind marshaling 
Republicans on the issue. 

He said Friday he now is 
looking for “very meaningful 
background checks” but is not 
considering a resurrection of an 
assault weapons ban. He said he 
also believes lawmakers will sup¬ 
port “red flag” laws that allow 
guns to be removed from those 
who may be a danger to them¬ 
selves and others. 

“I see a better feeling right now 
toward getting something mean¬ 
ingful done,” Trump told report¬ 
ers when asked why the political 
environment was different now. 

“I have a greater influence now 
over the Senate and the House,” 
he said at the White House. 

Democrats and others have 


lence and an attack that police 
say was committed by a white 
supremacist motivated by racism 
and hate. 

But Abbott, a strong supporter 
of the Second Amendment, re¬ 
jected solutions that restricted 
gun rights. And even though pres¬ 
sure is building for responses that 
include limits on military-style 
rifles and high-capacity maga¬ 
zines, he isn’t expected to soften 
that position now. 

“We will act swiftly and ag¬ 
gressively,” he promised. “We 
need to also ensure that guns are 
not in the hands of deranged kill¬ 
ers, while also ensuring constitu¬ 
tional rights are not going to be 
violated.” 

Although Ohio is a frequent 
swing state in presidential elec¬ 
tions, with its 18 electoral votes 
up for grabs by either m^or 
party, state-level politics have 


been skeptical of Trump’s com¬ 
mitment to genuine gun control, 
judging from past experience. 
But he said he was behind it. 

“The Republicans are going 
to be great and lead the charge 
along with the Democrats,” he 
declared, saying he’d spoken with 
Senate M^ority Leader Mitch 
McConnell whom he proclaimed 
to be “totally onboard.” 

But McConnell, thus far, has 
only committed to a discussion of 
the issue. Republicans have long 
opposed expanding background 
checks — a bill passed by the 
Democratic-led House is stalled 
in McConnell’s Senate — but 
they face new pressure after the 
shootings in El Paso, Texas, and 
Dayton, Ohio, that left 31 people 
dead. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer tweeted in response Fri¬ 
day that McConnell must bring 
up the House-passed legislation, 
which Trump had previously 


been a one-party affair for at 
least a decade. 

“This is a heavily Republican 
state, and a conservative state, at 
least on guns,” said Christopher 
Devine, assistant professor of po¬ 
litical science at the University of 
Dayton. 

Like their Texas counterparts, 
Ohio lawmakers have been ex¬ 
panding gun rights at a consistent 
pace. A law passed last year on 
self-defense shootings, for ex¬ 
ample, ended a legal requirement 
that gun owners had to prove that 
the shooting was legal. Now, it’s 
up to a prosecutor to prove that 
the law was broken, the same 
standard as in Texas and every 
other state. 

“DeWine is saying that he’s 
interested in stuff that will pass. 
If their focus remains on mental 
health and addressing crime di¬ 
rectly, I think virtually everyone 


threatened to veto. 

“To get anything meaningful 
done to address gun violence, we 
need his commitment to hold a 
Senate vote on the House-passed 
background checks legislation,” 
Schumer said. 

As for the NRA, which has con¬ 
tributed millions to help Trump 
and other Republicans, the gun 
lobby’s chief executive, Wayne 
LaPierre, said last week that 
some federal gun control propos¬ 
als “would make millions of law- 
abiding Americans less safe and 
less able to defend themselves 
and their loved ones.” 

But Trump said he’d spoken 
with LaPierre last week and “I 
think in the end, Wayne and the 
NRA will either be there or either 
be a little more neutral.” 

“Frankly, I really think they’re 
going to get there also,” he 
added. 


can get behind that,” Dean Rieck, 
executive director of the Buckeye 
Firearms Association, a pro-Sec¬ 
ond Amendment advocacy group 
said. 

That’s no guarantee that DeW¬ 
ine can pass gun-control legis¬ 
lation this year, even if he has 
developed a closer working rela¬ 
tionship with lawmakers than his 
predecessor, John Kasich, said 
Devine with the University of 
Dayton. 
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'Hunt' movie canceled in wake of mass shootings 


By Jocelyn Noveck 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Universal Pic¬ 
tures has canceled the planned 
September release of its contro¬ 
versial social satire, “The Hunt,” 
in the wake of recent mass shoot¬ 
ings and amid criticism from 
President Donald Trump. 

The move came several days 
after the studio suspended the ad 


campaign for the film, a gory, R- 
rated thriller that tells a tale of 
liberal “elites” hunting people in 
red states for sport. 

In a statement Saturday, Uni¬ 
versal said it had decided to take 
the further step of canceling 
the film’s Sept. 27 release, say¬ 
ing, “We understand that now 
is not the right time to release 
this film.” Left open was the 


possibility that the movie could 
be released in theaters or on 
streaming at a later date. 

Trump criticized the planned 
movie on Twitter Friday, with¬ 
out mentioning its name, saying 
it was intended “to inflame and 
cause chaos.” 

The president also had harsh 
words for Hollywood in the tweet, 
saying “Liberal Hollywood is 


Racist at the highest level.” 

Asked if the decision to scrap 
the release had been impacted 
by Trump’s comments, a person 
familiar with the decision pro¬ 
cess, speaking on condition of 
anonymity to describe internal 
deliberations, said the cancella¬ 
tion had been under discussion 
by the studio and filmmaking 
team well before the comments 


were made. 

The studio paused the ad cam¬ 
paign in the middle of last week in 
light of the tragic mass shootings 
in Texas, Ohio and California. 

“The Hunt,” produced by 
Jason Blum’s Blumhouse, stars 
Oscar-winner Hilary Swank and 
Betty Gilpin and is directed by 
Craig Zobel. 


Gun control backers 
worry about changing 
makeup of US courts 


By Don Thompson 
Associated Press 



Albert Cesare, The Cincinnati Enquirer/AP 


The firearm used by shooter Connor Betts, 22, is projected on a screen during a news conference Aug. 
4 about the fatal mass shooting in Dayton, Ohio. 


SACRAMENTO, Calif — Cali¬ 
fornia has some of the toughest 
gun laws in the nation, including 
a ban on the type of high-capac¬ 
ity ammunition magazines used 
in some of the nation’s deadliest 
mass shootings. 

How long those types of laws 
will stand is a growing concern 
among gun control advocates in 
California and elsewhere. 

A federal judiciary that is be¬ 
coming increasingly conservative 
under President Donald Trump 
and the Republican-controlled 
US. Senate has gun control ad¬ 
vocates on edge. They worry 
that federal courts, especially if 
Trump wins a second term next 
year and Republicans hold the 
Senate, will take such an expan¬ 
sive view of Second Amendment 
rights that they might overturn 
strict gun control laws enacted in 
Democratic-leaning states. 

The US. Supreme Court so far 
has left plenty of room for states 
to enact their own gun legisla¬ 
tion, said Adam Winkler, a gun 
policy expert at the University of 
California, Los Angeles School of 
Law. But he said the success of 
the Trump administration in ap¬ 
pointing federal judges, including 
to the high court, could alter that. 

“Those judges are likely to be 


hostile to gun control measures,” 
Winkler said. “So I think the 
courts overall have made a shift 
to the right on guns. We’ll just 
have to see how that plays out.” 

The legal tug of war already is 
playing out in California. 

The state banned the sale of 
high-capacity ammunition maga¬ 
zines nearly two decades ago as 
one of its numerous responses to 
deadly mass shootings; a voter 
initiative passed three years ago 
expanded on that, banning all 
ammunition magazines holding 
more than 10 rounds, even among 
gun owners who already pos¬ 
sessed them. 

Earlier this year, a Repub¬ 
lican-appointed federal judge 
overturned the ban, triggering 
a weeklong bullet-buying spree 
among California gun owners 
before he put his decision on hold 
pending appeal. The same judge 
is overseeing another lawsuit 
brought by gun rights groups that 
seeks to repeal a state law requir¬ 
ing background checks for am¬ 
munition buyers. 

Legal experts, lawmakers and 
advocates on both sides said the 
decision in the case over am¬ 
munition limits foreshadows 
more conflicts between Demo¬ 
cratic-leaning states seeking to 
impose tighter gun laws and an 
increasingly conservative federal 
judiciary. 


“What you’re looking at in the 
Southern District of California is 
happening all over the country,” 
said Frank Zimring, a University 
of California, Berkeley law pro¬ 
fessor who is an expert on gun 
laws. 

Trump has the opportunity to 
fill a higher percentage of federal 
court vacancies than any presi¬ 
dent at this point in his first term 
since George H.W. Bush nearly 
three decades ago. 

To date, he has nominated 194 
candidates for federal judgeships 
and has had 146 confirmed, out of 


860 total federal district court ju¬ 
dicial seats, according to the con¬ 
servative Heritage Foundation. Of 
179 seats on the federal appellate 
courts. Trump has nominated 46 
judges and had 43 confirmed. He 
is poised to fill 105 vacancies in 
the district courts and four in the 
appeals courts, according to the 
Heritage Foundation. 

The changes to the federal ju¬ 
diciary could mean that even gun 
restrictions that were previously 
upheld by appointees of former 
Republican presidents may now 
be in jeopardy, said Hannah 


Shearer, litigation director at 
the San Francisco-based Gif¬ 
fords Law Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence. 

“I think the judiciary is headed 
into a more extreme place on gun 
control issues because of Presi¬ 
dent Trump’s appointees,” she 
said. 

Even when gun and ammuni¬ 
tion limits are upheld, those cases 
eventually could make their way 
to the US. Supreme Court, where 
Trump may already have tipped 
the balance. 


After 20 years, survivors gather to remember Jewish center shooting 


By Sarah Parvini 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — Family and 
friends of victims gathered on 
Saturday to remember the day 20 
years ago when a gunman opened 
fire on children and staff at the 
North Valley Jewish Community 
Center in Granada Hills, Calif., 
wounding several people before 
moving on to Chatsworth, where 
he killed a postal worker. 

Standing outside the US. Post 
Office on Devonshire Street, 
where a plaque commemorates 
the letter carrier killed in the at¬ 
tack, parents and siblings of the 


victims called for stricter gun 
control laws, citing the rise in 
mass shootings around the coun¬ 
try and recent violence in Califor¬ 
nia, Texas and Ohio. 

“People have asked me, ‘It’s 
been 20 years, so how does it 
feel?”’ said Ismael Ileto, whose 
brother, Joseph Ileto, was killed 
in the San Fernando Valley attack. 
“I’m tired of the damn thoughts 
and prayers. I’m tired of hearing 
sympathies and condolences.” 

He added: “Let’s do something 
to change the laws.” 

He and his loved ones have be¬ 
come part of a larger family that 
includes the victims wounded at 


the Jewish community center, 
Ileto said. 

“We share the same experienc¬ 
es and are still going through the 
same experiences every time we 
hear of a mass shooting or crimes 
of hate,” he said. “That’s happen¬ 
ing way too frequently, it seems.” 

On Aug. 10, 1999, Buford 0. 
Furrow, a self-professed white 
supremacist and member of the 
Aryan Nations, walked into the 
lobby of the Jewish center armed 
with a semiautomatic weapon and 
started shooting, striking Isabelle 
Shalometh, 68, a grandmother 
and receptionist at the facil¬ 
ity. The rounds also hit Benjamin 


Kadish, 5; Joshua Stepakoff and 
James Zidell, both 6; and Mindy 
Finkelstein, 16, a high school se¬ 
nior at the time. All survived. 

Furrow then stole a vehicle and 
drove to Chatsworth, where he 
fatally shot Ileto, 39, a Filipino- 
American postal worker who was 
substituting on a mail delivery 
route, because he thought the 
worker “looked Asian or Latino.” 

Furrow was eventually sen¬ 
tenced to life in prison. The Jew¬ 
ish center has since closed. 

“He fired 70 rounds in less 
than three minutes,” said Donna 
Finkelstein, Mindy Finkelstein’s 
mother. “Sound familiar?” 


In the years since the shooting, 
Finkelstein has joined anti-gun 
violence movements, including 
the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence and Women Against 
Gun Violence. “We can’t forget,” 
she said. “Every time I hear of a 
shooting, I just get that sickening 
feeling in my stomach.” 

The anniversary of the shoot¬ 
ing comes as people across the 
nation are reeling from back-to- 
back massacres fueled by hate. 

“Those who fail to learn from 
history are doomed to repeat it. 
We failed to learn the lessons of 
August 10, 1999,” said Rep. Brad 
Sherman, D-Calif 











Monday, August 12,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 13 


NATION 


Man who said 
police locked 
him in a closet 
awarded $50M 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — A jury in 
Cleveland on Friday awarded $50 
million to a man who claimed po¬ 
lice beat him while he was hand¬ 
cuffed and locked him in a storage 
closet for four days with no toilet 
and nothing to eat or drink but a 
carton of milk. 

The jury award in the lawsuit 
filed by Arnold Black, 52, against 
East Cleveland and its police de¬ 
partment included $20 million in 
compensatory damages and $30 
million in punitive damages. 

A different Cuyahoga County 
jury awarded Black $22 million 
in June 2016 during a three-day 
trial where no attorneys repre¬ 
senting East Cleveland attended. 

The city sub¬ 
sequently ap¬ 
pealed, and 
the lawsuit 
was sent back 
to Cuyahoga 
County Com¬ 
mon Pleas 
Court for an¬ 
other trial. 

Whether 
East Cleve¬ 
land can 
pay the jury 
award is un¬ 
certain. It’s 
one of the 
poorest cit¬ 
ies in Ohio 
and has long 
struggled 
with main¬ 
taining basic 
services. 

An email 
message 
seeking com¬ 
ment was 
left Saturday 
with East 
Cleveland 
Law Director Willa Hemmons. 

Black was jailed in April 2012 
after an East Cleveland detective 
asked a patrol officer to pull over 
Black’s truck, believing there was 
a large amount of cocaine inside. 

The lawsuit said Detective 
Randy Hicks began punching 
Black in the face and head when 
no drugs were found, while the 
patrol officer held Black upright 
so Hicks could continue the beat¬ 
ing. The officers then locked him 
in a closet being used as a holding 
cell. 

Cleveland.com reported that 
Hicks again took the stand during 
Black’s latest trial and testified 
the East Cleveland department 
had a culture of violence at the 
time that included the practice of 
roughing up suspects to get them 
to talk. 

Black was indicted by a grand 
jury on drug possession, crimi¬ 
nal tools and tampering with 
evidence charges. An assistant 
Cuyahoga County prosecutor 
asked that the case be dismissed 
in July 2012 because East Cleve¬ 
land police failed to provide any 
evidence to support the charges. 

Hicks was eventually forced to 
resign. 


- Arnold 
Black was 
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Jamm Aquino, Honolulu Star-Aovertiser/AP 

Hawaii Gov. David Ige, middle right, watches a kahiko hula performance during a visit to the ninth 
day of protests against the Thirty Meter Telescope at the base of Mauna Kea on Hawaii Island on 
July 23. Astronomers across 11 observatories on Hawaii’s tallest mountain have canceled more 
than 2,000 hours of telescope viewing over the past four weeks because of the protests. 


Astronomers lose weeks 
of viewing amid protests 


By Audrey McAvoy 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Asteroids, 
including those that might 
slam into Earth. Clouds of gas 
and dust on the verge of form¬ 
ing stars. Planets orbiting stars 
other than our own. 

This is some of the research 
astronomers say they missed 
out on as a protest blocked the 
road to Hawaii’s tallest moun¬ 
tain, one of the world’s premier 
sites for studying the skies. 

Astronomers said Friday they 
will attempt to resume observa¬ 
tions, but they have already lost 
four weeks of viewing — and 
in some cases, they won’t be 
able to make up the missed re¬ 
search. Protesters, meanwhile, 
say they should not be blamed 
for the shutdown. 

Astronomers across 11 ob¬ 
servatories on Mauna Kea can¬ 
celed more than 2,000 hours of 
telescope viewing, work they 
estimate would have led to the 
publication of about 450 pa¬ 
pers in peer-reviewed scientific 
journals. 

“Any one of them could have 
been spectacular, could have 
been Nobel Prize-winning sci¬ 
ence. We just now will never 
know,” said Jessica Dempsey, 
deputy director of the East 
Asian Observatory, which op¬ 
erates one of Mauna Kea’s 
telescopes. 

Stormy weather, earthquake 
damage and maintenance is¬ 
sues have interrupted obser¬ 
vations before, but this is the 


Caleb Jones/AP 

From bottom left, the Caltech Submillimeter Observatory, the 
James Clerk Maxwell Telescope and the Submillimeter Airay are 
shown on Hawaii’s Mauna Kea near Hilo, Hawaii. 


longest that all of the observato¬ 
ries on the dormant Big Island 
volcano have been shut down 
since its first telescope opened 
a half-century ago. 

The observatories’ large 
telescopes are owned and op¬ 
erated by universities and 
consortiums of universities in¬ 
cluding the University of Cali¬ 
fornia and California Institute 
of Technology. 

The national governments of 
Canada, France, Japan and oth¬ 
ers also fund and operate tele¬ 
scopes on their own or as part 
of a group. Astronomers around 
the world submit proposals to 
institutions they are members 
of to compete for valuable time 
on the telescopes. 

Mauna Kea’s dry air, clear 
skies and limited light pollu¬ 
tion provide some of the world’s 
best nighttime viewing, and its 
number of advanced telescopes 


makes it an unparalleled place 
for astronomy in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 

“Some of the best observa¬ 
tional astronomy being done 
today, some of the best and 
most critical scientific re¬ 
search, is being done on Mauna 
Kea,” said Rick Fienberg, press 
officer for the American Astro¬ 
nomical Society. 

In 2011, three astronomers 
won the Nobel Prize in phys¬ 
ics for work that relied on data 
gathered using Mauna Kea’s 
W.M. Keck Observatory. Their 
analysis of exploding stars, 
or supernovas, showed the 
expansion of the universe is 
accelerating. 

Earlier this year, the East 
Asian Observatory was part 
of a global team that captured 
the first image of a black hole, a 
breakthrough that stirred talk 
of another Nobel. 


American 
Legion tries 
to inspire 
inmates 

By Ken de la Bastide 
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson, Ind.) 

PENDLETON—They are men 
behind the walls of the Pendleton 
Correctional Facility for a vari¬ 
ety of reasons, but their common 
bond was serving time in the U.S. 
military. 

The George Vickery American 
Legion Post 608 was started in 
2008 and was named for Vickery, 
who served with the U.S. Marines 
as a sergeant from 1963 to 1965. 

U.S. Sen. Todd Young, R-Ind., 
a Marine Corps veteran, visited 
the American Legion Post, which 
is housed in a separate facility, 
on Thursday. The walls are deco¬ 
rated with scenes painted by the 
inmates to honor those who have 
served in the military. 

As each visitor entered Post 
608, they were warmly greeted 
by a member of the American Le¬ 
gion and related what branch of 
the service they served with. 

There were Legion members of 
all ages among the group. 

“I’m here as a fellow veter¬ 
an,” Young said. “I’m grateful 
for your service. Thank you for 
what you did long ago, serve your 
country.” 

The Post 608 members are 
holding up the values and the tra¬ 
dition of the American Legion, 
the Indiana senator said. “You 
inspire others,” he said. “I know 
fellowship is real important.” 

Indiana Department of Cor¬ 
rection rules don’t allow the in¬ 
mates to be identified by their 
full names. Willie has been com¬ 
mander of Post 608 for 18 months. 
He served with the U.S. Navy. 

“We’re like no other post in 
the state,” he said. “We’re men 
of integrity in a highly anti-social 
environment.” 

Willie said since the post was 
formed, it has donated $75,000 to 
charitable organizations. 

“We’re blessed to have an ad¬ 
ministration that supports our ef¬ 
fort,” he said. 

Willie said on his first day be¬ 
hind bars, he read a motto that 
“everyone could start to have a 
better tomorrow.” 

He said the Legion members 
are a fellowship where every 
member holds each other ac¬ 
countable and looks out for one 
another. 

“It’s about integrity inside the 
walls and for our families,” Wil¬ 
lie said. 

Gary, a veteran of the Marine 
Corps, said the important part of 
being a part of Post 608 is the fel¬ 
lowship with other inmates who 
have served in the military. 

“We look out each other,” he 
said. “There is accountability for 
our actions.” 

Gary said not all the inmates 
who are veterans are members of 
Post 608. 

“We hold ourselves to a higher 
standard,” he said. “We’re try¬ 
ing to set a good example for the 
other inmates,” he said. 
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Librarians' tasks grow beyond books 


By Ali Swenson 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — When Jackie 
Narkiewicz switched careers and 
became a librarian, she thought 
she’d spend her workdays “drink¬ 
ing hot beverages and discussing 
literature with people.” 

But during her 16 years as a 
librarian on New York’s Long Is¬ 
land, Narkiewicz has also faced a 
man threatening to kill her and a 
patron screaming while cutting 
her own hair in the bathroom. 
For her job, Narkiewicz has been 
trained in CPR and mental health 
crisis response and carries the 
opioid overdose antidote naloxone 
with her. 

As libraries nationwide contend 
with a surge in patrons seeking 
refuge in the stacks because of 
poverty, drug addiction or mental 
illness, a growing number of in¬ 
stitutions have social workers on 
staff 

It’s the latest step in an evolu¬ 
tion that libraries have been deal¬ 
ing with for years as homelessness 
and the opioid crisis reach emer¬ 
gency levels and patrons have 
come to rely on libraries as free, 
safe spaces open to all. 

Though homelessness has seen 
some declines in the U.S. since 
the recession, it has surged in 
cities like Seattle, where a home¬ 
lessness state of emergency and 
a spike in questions from library 
patrons about things like hous¬ 
ing, transportation and food led 
the public library system to hire 
its first full-time social worker in 
2018. 

Other libraries, unable to afford 
such a step, have trained librar¬ 
ians to handle certain emergen¬ 
cies themselves. That’s caused 
some debate among library work¬ 
ers about whether they’re being 
asked to adapt to an evolving job 
or to do work that goes too far be¬ 
yond their expertise. 

“I can get you a phone number, 
I can get you a book you want... 
but when you’re dealing with 
mental health issues, I don’t feel 
appropriately trained for it,” Nar¬ 
kiewicz said. 

A few master’s degree pro¬ 
grams for aspiring librarians 
have classes on mental health, 
but most don’t. To help fill in the 
gaps, an estimated 40-plus li¬ 
brary systems have full-time so¬ 
cial workers on staff, according 
to Whole Person Librarianship, 
an organization that tracks such 
partnerships. 

At the Queens Public Library 
in New York City, resident social 
worker Shantel Johnson oversees 
a team of library case managers, 
but she’s also available to help 
librarians communicate with 
struggling patrons, connect visi¬ 
tors to services or just listen to 
people. 

“They’ll open up to staff, and 
staff is doing 14 different things,” 
Johnson said. She says she reg¬ 
ularly helps patrons who are 
homeless, experiencing abuse or 
having trouble applying for jobs. 

The Queens Public Library 
also started stationing New York 
University social work interns in 



Photos by Bebeto Matthews/AP 


Patrons enter Queens Central Library just as doors open to start the day on July 29, in New \brk. The library has a full-time social worker 
assisting patrons who take refuge during the day, who may need help with various crises including homelessness, unemployment, health. 



Shantel Johnson, right, a full time social worker at Queens Central 
Library, and Michael Montero, left, social work summer intern from 
NYU, meet at the library’s coordinating desk for adult services. 


some branches last year, as does 
the New York Public Library, 
which got its first interns two 
years ago. 

Library patron Sofia Ciniglio 
was meeting twice weekly with 
an intern at a Manhattan branch 
last year for career advice. But 
their conversations eventually 
involved her family, feelings and 
personal life. The intern intro¬ 
duced Ciniglio to a library where 
she could learn Braille, which 
she’d been curious about. 

“She was very much a good 
listener, very attentive, and she 
knew who I was and the nuances 
of how I go about things,” Ciniglio 
said. 

The NYPL’s librarians, mean¬ 
while, are trained to de-escalate 
conflicts but aren’t asked to do 
more in-depth mental health cri¬ 
sis training. 


Spokeswoman Amy Geduldig 
notes that the library “is not a 
social services organization, and 
its staff are not medical or mental 
health professionals.” The NYPL, 
the nation’s busiest library sys¬ 
tem, still hasn’t hired a full-time 
licensed social worker, though 
Brooklyn did in 2015 and Queens 
did in 2018. 

In some libraries without pro¬ 
fessional social work help, em¬ 
ployees are being asked to take 
on new tasks. 

At the San Diego Public Li¬ 
brary, a state library grant has 
funded employee training in 
mental health first aid since 2016. 
Librarian Joseph Miesner says 
the training helped him person¬ 
ally when he came across a sui¬ 
cidal patron. 

In small-town Titusville, Pa., 
library director Justin Hoenke 



Security guard Reginald Rudolph, left, makes his rounds at the 
library. Security personnel often become frontline contact between 
patrons and library social workers. 


recently agreed with his library’s 
board that all staffers should be 
trained to administer naloxone if 
needed. 

“This is a new requirement of 
the job,” Hoenke said. “If they’re 
not comfortable with it, they kind 
of have to reevaluate their life 
and their job. You have to change 
with the times.” 

Fobazi Ettarh doesn’t see it 
that way. An academic librarian 
at Rutgers University in New¬ 
ark, she says too many expecta¬ 
tions can distract librarians from 
their work, and she personally 
wouldn’t feel comfortable as a 
first responder to an overdose. 

Research suggests other librar¬ 


ians feel the same way. A 2018 
survey of librarians in Pennsyl¬ 
vania found many reported they 
already felt stressed from trying 
to answer questions from patrons 
about mental health and social 
services, even without handling 
acute emergencies in the library. 

Despite fraught encounters 
with people in crisis, Narkiewicz, 
who works part-time right now, 
still hopes to find a full-time job 
in the library field. 

“Some days are really diffi¬ 
cult. Some days are amazing and 
terrific,” she says. “It’s quite an 
eye-opening, but an amazing, 
wonderful career.” 
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Muslims skirmish 
with Israeii poiice 
at locai hoiy site 



By Ilan Ben Zion 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Muslim 
worshippers and Israeli police 
clashed Sunday at a m^or Jeru¬ 
salem holy site during prayers 
marking the Islamic holiday of 
Eid al-Adha. 

Palestinian medics said at least 
14 people were wounded, one se¬ 
riously, in the skirmishes with 
police at the site, which Muslims 
refer to as the Al-Aqsa mosque 
compound and Jews refer to as 
the Temple Mount. Police said at 
least four officers were wounded. 
Witnesses said at least two people 
were arrested. 

Tens of thousands of Muslims 
had flocked to the site in Jerusa¬ 
lem’s Old City early Sunday for 
holiday prayers, police said. Jews 


are also observing on Sunday the 
Ninth of Av, a day of fasting and 
mourning for the destruction of 
the two Biblical temples which 
stood at the site in antiquity. 

The site is the holiest for Jews 
and the third holiest for Muslims, 
after Mecca and Medina in Saudi 
Arabia, and has long been a flash¬ 
point at the epicenter of the Israe- 
li-Palestinian conflict. 

Large numbers of Palestinians 
had gathered at the gates of the 
compound early Sunday after ru¬ 
mors circulated that police would 
allow Jewish visitors to enter the 
site. The protesters chanted “Al- 
lahu Akbar” (God is greatest) and 
threw stones at police, who then 
charged into the compound while 
firing stun grenades and rubber- 
coated bullets. 

Israeli police had initially 


barred entry to Jewish visitors 
but reversed their decision after 
the clashes broke out and allowed 
them to enter. Several dozen en¬ 
tered the site under close police 
escort and Muslim worshippers 
began throwing chairs and other 
objects at the group. The Jewish 
visitors left the compound shortly 
thereafter. 

Jerusalem District police com¬ 


mander Doron Yedid told Israeli 
media that the decision to allow 
Jewish visitors to enter the site 
was made “with the backing of 
the top political officials.” Police 
spokesmen could not be reached 
for comment. 

The reversal came after Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu’s religious-nationalist allies 
called for the site to be opened 
to Jewish visitors. Israelis are 


headed to unprecedented repeat 
elections next month after Netan¬ 
yahu failed to form a government 
following April’s elections. 

Jews are barred from praying 
at the compound under a long¬ 
standing arrangement between 
Israel and Muslim authorities. 
Jewish tradition also maintains 
that Jews should avoid entering 
the holy site. 


Muslims mark final days 
of hajj in Saudi Arabia 


Syrian troops capture 
critical village in Idlib 


By Bassam Hatoum 
AND AmR NaBIL 

Associated Press 

MINA, Saudi Arabia — Around 
2.5 million pilgrims took part in 
a symbolic stoning of the devil on 
Saturday, marking the final days 
of the h^j pilgrimage in Saudi 
Arabia and the start of the Eid 
al-Adha celebrations for Muslims 
around the world. 

To mark the completion of the 
h^j, male pilgrims shave their 
hair and women trim theirs to 
represent a spiritual renewal and 
rebirth. Male pilgrims will also 
remove the white terrycloth gar¬ 
ments worn on the h^j and re¬ 
turn to their usual attire. 

The five-day hqjj pilgrimage is 
required of all Muslims once in 
their lifetime if they are finan¬ 
cially and physically able to make 
the journey. 


Muslims around the world com¬ 
memorate the end of hqjj with Eid 
celebrations, including distribut¬ 
ing meat to the poor. 

“I came from Sudan to Mecca 
where I performed the pilgrim¬ 
age,” Mohammed Saleh said as he 
performed the final rites of h^j in 
Mina. “We hope all pilgrims will 
be successful in their hqjj.” 

Others too expressed a sense of 
gratitude to have performed the 

h^j- 

Saudi Arabia said 1.85 million 
pilgrims from more than 160 dif¬ 
ferent countries traveled to the 
kingdom for the hqjj this year. 
Another 634,000 joined from 
within Saudi Arabia, nearly 70% 
of them non-Saudi residents of 
the kingdom. 

The hqjj is one of the largest 
religious gatherings on earth and 
a massive logistical challenge for 
the Saudi government to oversee 



Amr Nabil/AP 


A Muslim pilgrim prays on 
Mountain of Mercy during the 
annual hajj pilgrimage, near the 
holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, 
on Saturday. 

each year. 

Saudi media reported King 
Salman visited Mina on Sunday 
to supervise the services provid¬ 
ed during the h^j. He included 
among his guests for the hqjj this 
year 200 survivors and relatives 
of victims of the mosque attacks 
in New Zealand, where a gunman 
opened fire and killed 51 people 
in March. 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian government 
forces captured an important vil¬ 
lage in the northwestern province 
of Idlib on Sunday, drawing close 
to a mqjor town in the last rebel 
stronghold in the country, state 
media and opposition activists 
said. 

The capture of Habeet opens up 
an approach to southern regions 
of Idlib, which is home to some 3 
million people, many of them dis¬ 
placed by fighting in other parts 
of the country. Habeet is also 
close to the town of Khan Sheik- 
houn, which has been held by 
rebels since 2012, and to parts of 
the highway linking the capital, 
Damascus, with the northern city 
of Aleppo, Syria’s largest. 

Syrian troops have been try¬ 
ing to secure the M5 highway, 
which has been closed since 2012. 


Idlib is a stronghold for al-Qaida- 
linked militants and other armed 
groups. 

Syrian troops have been at¬ 
tacking Idlib and a stretch of 
land around it since April 30. 
The three-month campaign 
of airstrikes and shelling has 
killed more than 2,000 people on 
both sides and displaced some 
400,000. 

The government-controlled 
Syrian Central Military Media 
said the Syrian army captured 
the village after fierce fighting 
with al-Qaida-linked militants. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights, an 
opposition-linked war monitor, 
described the capture of Habeet 
as “the most important advance” 
by government forces since April 
30. It said the overnight fighting 
left 18 insurgents and nine pro¬ 
government gunmen dead. 



Kin Cheung/AP 


Protesters and residents take part in the anti-extradition bill protest 
march at Shum Shui Po in Hong Kong, on Sunday. 


Tear gas fired during Hong Kong protests 


By Alice Fung 
AND Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Police fired 
tear gas late Sunday afternoon 
to try to disperse a demonstra¬ 
tion in Hong Kong as protesters 
took over streets in two parts of 
the Asian financial capital, block¬ 
ing traffic and setting up another 
night of likely showdowns with 
riot police. 

Protesters hurled bricks at of¬ 


ficers and ignored warnings to 
leave the Sham Shui Po area be¬ 
fore tear gas was deployed, police 
said, calling the march an “un¬ 
authorized assembly.” Nearby, 
protesters wearing gas masks 
gathered outside a police station 
in Cheung Sha Wan, as officers 
wearing their protective gear 
looked down at them from a tall 
wall around the station. 

Across Victoria Harbour, a 
large group of mostly young pro¬ 
testers marched down the middle 


of Hennessey Road, a main shop¬ 
ping drag in the Causeway Bay 
area, as a rally was held in near¬ 
by Victoria Park. Many wore face 
masks to shield their identities, 
and a few had helmets. Others 
just carried backpacks over the 
black T-shirts that have become 
their uniform. 

“We hope the world knows that 
Hong Kong is not the Hong Kong 
it used to be,” said one protester, 
Louisa Ho. 
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Huge rally against 
Romanian leaders 
occurs in capital 


Associated Press 

BUCHAREST, Romania — 
Thousands of people took part 
in anti-government protests in 
Romania, with the largest rally 
taking place outside government 
headquarters in Bucharest. 

The events on Saturday were 
held on the anniversary of anti¬ 
corruption protests in which 


hundreds of people were in¬ 
jured, including two dozen police 
officers. 

Some demonstrators carried 
signs with slogans like “Corrup¬ 
tion kills” while demanding the 
resignation of Prime Minister 
Viorica Dancila’s government. 

Bucharest resident Mihai 
Munteanu said: “We want this 



Andreea Alexandru/AP 


A woman with the Romanian flag colors and the word “resist” 
painted on her face takes part in an anti-government protest in 
Victoria Square, outside the government headquarters in Bucharest. 


government full of incompetents, 
corrupt people and thieves to go 
away because we cannot go on 
like this anymore.” 

Dancila has been prime minis¬ 
ter since January 2018. The lead¬ 


er of the ruling Social Democratic 
Party, she is set to run against in¬ 
cumbent President Klaus lohan- 
nis in a November presidential 
election. 


Polish city of Plock holds first pride parade 



CZAREK SoKOLOWSKI/AP 


LGBT activists and their supporters gather for the first-ever pride 
parade in the central city of Plock, Poland, on Saturday. 


Associated Press 

PLOCK, Poland — LGBT ac¬ 
tivists held a central Polish city’s 
first pride parade with only minor 
incidents on Saturday amid a 
deep divide in the country over 
gay and lesbian rights. 

The parade in Plock, about 60 
miles west of Warsaw, came three 
weeks after anti-gay violence 
marred the first pride march in 
the eastern city of Bialystok. Far- 
right radicals attacked march 
participants with rocks, glass 
bottles and firecrackers on July 
20, causing injuries and riot po¬ 
lice to intervene. 

In Plock on Saturday, about 
2,500 parade participants, many 
carrying rainbow flags, walked 
through the city. They were sur¬ 
rounded by a large number of 
police officers, a sign authorities 
were determined to prevent a rep¬ 
etition of last month’s violence. 

The police tried to separate 
parade marchers and protesters. 


who held signs including “Enough 
of LGBT propaganda sponsored 
from abroad.” Some minor skir¬ 
mishes occurred, and police said 
officers detained two people. 

The pride events took place 
amid a backlash against an LGBT 
movement that is growing more 
visible in the predominantly 
Catholic country. 

Poland’s right-wing ruling 
party has focused on LGBT is¬ 
sues ahead of an October general 
election, depicting gay men and 
lesbians as threats to Polish soci¬ 
ety and families. 

The powerful Catholic Church 
has also described gay people as 
a threat, with a top church offi¬ 
cial recently denouncing what he 
called a “rainbow plague.” 

Members of Hungary’s rul¬ 
ing party also have recently 
expressed opposition to LGBT 
rights, voicing anger at Coca-Cola 
advertisements that featured gay 
couples. 


Election protest in Moscow 
attracts tens of thousands 



Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP 


People with national flags and various political party flags gather 
during a protest in Moscow on Saturday. 


By Jim Heintz 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Tens of thousands 
of people rallied Saturday against 
the exclusion of some city council 
candidates from Moscow’s up¬ 
coming election, turning out for 
one of the Russian capital’s big¬ 
gest political protests in years. 

After the rally, which was of¬ 
ficially sanctioned, hundreds of 
participants streamed to an area 
near the presidential adminis¬ 
tration building to continue with 
an unauthorized demonstration. 
They were confronted by pha¬ 
lanxes of riot police, and the ar¬ 
rest-monitoring group OVD-Info 
said 136 people were detained. 

The rally was the fourth con¬ 
secutive weekend demonstration 
in Moscow over the local election. 
The determined opposition has 


prompted protests in other cities, 
reflecting widespread frustration 
with Russia’s tightly controlled 
politics. 

The protest attracted some 
50,000 people, said Beliy Schet- 
chik, an organization that counts 
public meeting attendance. 

OVD-Info said 86 people were 
arrested Saturday in St. Peters¬ 
burg at an unsanctioned demon¬ 
stration in support of the Moscow 
protests. 

Unlike the previous two Mos¬ 
cow rallies, where police harsh¬ 
ly dispersed the crowds and 
detained thousands of demon¬ 
strators, Saturday’s gathering in 
a neighborhood with relatively 
few passersby was officially 
sanctioned. 

It was held on a street flanked 
by high buildings and sandwiched 


between two busy thoroughfares. 

Lyubov Sobol, one of the city 
council candidates denied a place 
on the ballot and a spearhead of 
the election protest, was among 
those detained in Moscow on 
Saturday. 


A video on Sobol’s Twitter feed 
showed officers breaking into her 
office as she demanded an expla¬ 
nation from them. 

Small related protests also 
were reported in several Siberian 
cities on Saturday. 


Norway looks for terror 
ties in mosque shooting 

Norwegian police say a shoot¬ 
ing at the Al-Noor Islamic center 
in Baerum, on the outskirts of 
Oslo, is being investigated as at¬ 
tempted terrorism. 

One person sustained light 
injuries in Saturday’s incident 
before the armed attacker was 
overpowered by people attending 
the mosque. The suspect, a Nor¬ 
wegian local resident, was taken 
into custody on suspicion of at¬ 
tempted murder. Police are also 
investigating the death of a young 
woman related to the suspect as 
possible murder. 

According to various media 
reports, the suspect’s online post¬ 
ings had referenced other acts of 
violence, including shootings at 
mosques in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, and the El Paso, Texas, 
attack. 

Saudi-led coalition says 
separatists pulled back 

SANAA, Yemen — The Saudi- 
led coalition fighting in Yemen 
says southern separatists have 
begun withdrawing from posi¬ 
tions they seized from the gov¬ 
ernment in the southern port city 
of Aden. 

The Southern Transitional 
Council, backed by the United 
Arab Emirates, had wrested con¬ 
trol of Aden on Saturday from 
forces loyal to the internationally 
backed government after four 
days of fighting. The fighting ex¬ 
posed a mqjor rift in the coalition, 
which has been at war with Iran- 
aligned rebels since 2015. 

Saudi state TV reported Sunday 
that the separatists had heeded 
calls for an immediate cease-fire 
and begun withdrawing from all 
positions seized in recent days. 

Typhoon leaves at least 
28 dead in China 

BEIJING — A powerful ty¬ 
phoon left at least 28 people dead 
in southeastern China, including 
more than 20 who perished after 
a landslide backed up a river 
that then inundated homes, state 
media reported Sunday. 

Another 20 people remained 
unaccounted for in Zhejiang prov¬ 
ince, the official Xinhua News 
Agency said. After the landslide, 
the river rose to 30 feet within 
10 minutes, trapping 120 people 
in Yongjia county, Xinhua said. 
Twenty-two people died and 10 
were missing in the area, which 
lies on the outskirts of Wenzhou, 
a m^or port city. Six others died 
elsewhere in Zhejiang province. 

India eases restrictions 
in Kashmir for festival 

NEW DELHI — Authorities 
in Indian-administered Kashmir 
said they eased restrictions Sun¬ 
day in most parts of Srinagar, the 
main city, ahead of an Islamic 
festival following India’s decision 
to strip the region of its constitu¬ 
tional autonomy. 

Magistrate Shahid Choudhary 
in a tweet said more than 250 
ATMs have been made function¬ 
al, and bank branches opened for 
people to withdraw money ahead 
of Monday’s Eid al-Adha festival. 
From wire reports 
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Devon Ravine, Northwest Florida Daily News/AP 

Helping hand 

Chris Page and his service dog, Tank, enjoy a dip in the Gulf of Mexico near Fort Walton Beach, Fla. Page has dealt with anxiety and other 
issues through the years and Tank has been there to help comfort him. The 7-year-old German shepherd was recently diagnosed with 
degenerative myelopathy, a progressive and fatal paralytic disease. Page is determined to improve his friend’s life quality of life through 
regular medication and physical rehabilitation. 

THE CENSUS 

The amount the first black woman to serve 
as American University’s student govern¬ 
ment president won in a lawsuit against a 
neo-Nazi website operator who orchestrat¬ 
ed an online harassment campaign against 
her. The A federal judge granted default judgment Friday to Taylor Dumpson and 
awarded her more than $725,000 after The Daily Stormer founder Andrew Anglin 
and a follower failed to respond to her lawsuit. 



Boy, 8, gets city to post 
‘Turtle Xing’ signs 

I ly WEST LAFAYETTE 
1 — The city has installed 
“Turtle Xing” signs along a road 
after an 8-year-old boy warned 
the mayor that motorists were 
running over turtles on the 
move. 

Jack Wietbrock wrote West 
Lafayette Mayor John Dennis a 
letter last month asking him to 
install a sign advising motorists 
to keep watch for turtles along 
Cherry Lane. 

The second-grader wrote that 
“there are turtles crossing the 
road and they need our help.” He 
included a hand-drawing of a car 
stopped and someone carrying 
a turtle, captioning that image 
with, “We saved a baby turtle.” 

City ends 101-year-old 
farming tradition 

YORK — A 101-year- 
old farming and fellow¬ 
ship tradition won’t continue this 
year and may be over for good. 

The Herald of Rock Hill re¬ 
ported the annual Hopewell Day 
where people in western York 
County gather to eat beef hash 
and listen to gospel music and po¬ 
litical speeches won’t take place 
in 2019. 

Hopewell Day was celebrated 
the third Wednesday in August 
after many farmers finished their 
harvests. But organizer Melvin 
Howell said attendance is dwin¬ 
dling and they don’t have enough 
volunteers because of school 
starting back. 

State fair will have 
ice skating rink 

||i|Q JACKSON — Ice 
I w I skating will be avail¬ 
able this year at the Mississippi 
State Fair. 

State Agriculture Commission¬ 
er Andy Gipson said a temporary 
ice rink will be installed inside 
the Mississippi Coliseum on the 
fairgrounds in Jackson. Gipson 
announced Friday that a Florida- 
based company called Magic Ice 
USA will build and manage the 
8,000-square-foot rink. 

Stolen vehicles used 
to steal bank’s ATM 

I A WESTLAKE — Au- 
thorities are looking for 
people who used a stolen forklift, 
truck and trailer to steal an ATM. 
The Calcasieu Parish Sheriff’s 
Office said three people may have 
been involved. Surveillance pho¬ 
tos were posted on the sheriff’s 
website on Friday, and deputies 
asked anyone who recognizes the 
people to call police. 

The ATM was stolen about 1 
a.m. last Saturday from a bank 
in Westlake, and a trailer and 
forklift stolen from two different 
businesses were left in the bank’s 
parking lot. 

Later Saturday, a burning 
truck was reported in Sulphur. It 
turned out to be the truck stolen 
with the trailer. The ATM was 
found along with it. It also had 
been burned. The sheriff’s office 
did not say whether money was in 
the machine. 


Firefighter rescues 
child locked in hot car 

lyW NEW YORK —Author- 
1 ities said a firefighter 
rescued a crying child locked in 
a car on a hot summer day in New 
York City. 

The 5-year-old boy was safe 
Friday, after the city firefighter 
smashed a car window to get him 
out. 

On Thursday afternoon. Fire¬ 
fighter Matthew Clinton found 
the boy at a shopping center in 
Queens, in a car seat, sweating 
and crying that it was hot inside. 

His father, Geremie Ram, faces 
charges including endangering 
the welfare of a child. He was re¬ 
leased on his own recognizance 
pending a court date on Sept. 19. 

Bear falls on patrol car 
that was on highway 

^ A HOOPA — They prob- 
ably don’t train people 
for this at the Sheriff’s Academy. 

A patrol car was struck by a fall¬ 
ing bear in Northern California. 

Authorities said a Humboldt 
County sheriff’s deputy was driv¬ 
ing on State Route 96 on Aug. 
3, answering a report of a drug 
overdose in the community of 
Orleans, when the bear fell or 
jumped onto the car, apparently 
from a steep embankment. 

The bear smashed the hood and 
windshield. The patrol car hit an 
embankment, rolled onto its side 
and burst into flames. The bear 
fled the scene. 


Homeowner reports gun 
stolen during sex party 

PI DELTONA — A Florida 
r L homeowner said some¬ 
one stole a 9 mm Glock handgun 
from his bedroom during a week¬ 
end sex party. 

But Volusia County Sheriff’s 
Sgt. Todd Smith told The Daytona 
Beach News-Journal the hom¬ 
eowner couldn’t give detectives 
the names of possible suspects 
because the 20 or so people at¬ 
tending the orgy wore masks. 

Smith said the handgun was 
apparently on a bedroom night- 
stand during the party. It was 
taken between July 19 and July 
21 and reported later. 

The homeowner said the party 
was advertised on social media 
and guests were encouraged to 
bring friends and to use fictitious 
names or no name at all. 

He said he probably only knew 
about five of the guests that en¬ 
tered the home that weekend. 

So far in 2019, a total of 81 
firearms have been stolen out of 
72 unlocked vehicles throughout 
Volusia, Sheriff Mike Chitwood 
said. 


Orphaned fawn gets 
home in wildlife park 

A ^ PHOENIX — A deer 
fawn whose mother was 
hit by a car in Safford has found a 
home in a wildlife park. 

Arizona Game and Fish De¬ 
partment officials said Friday the 
3-week-old fawn has been placed 
at the 160-acre Bearizona Wild¬ 
life Park in Williams. 

According to the agency, the 
white-tailed fawn became depen¬ 
dent on people and couldn’t be re¬ 
leased back into the wild. 

Police: Headstones 
toppled at cemetery 

U I SOUTH LYON — Po- 
I w 11 lice said vandalism is 
blamed for the toppling of 15-20 
headstones at a suburban Detroit 
cemetery. 

WDIV-TV reported police in 
South Lyon got a call about the 
vandalism at South Lyon Cem¬ 
etery. Police are looking for the 
person or people responsible for 
the vandalism. 


‘The Watcher’ house 
sells for a discount 

ly I WESTFIELD — A New 
1^ S Jersey house whose cur¬ 
rent owners were scared off the 
property by a creepy letter writer 
known as “The Watcher” has sold 
for $400,000 less than the owners 
paid. 

Derek and Maria Broaddus 
bought the Westfield home for 
$1,355,657 in 2014, but they didn’t 
move in after receiving the first 
of four letters from the anony¬ 
mous stalker. 

NJ.com reported Andrew and 
Allison Carr purchased it for 
$959,360. It was originally listed 
for $1.25 million in 2016. 

Judge: Iguana thrower 
not allowed to brag 

^ U PAINESVILLE — An 
n Ohio judge has told a 
man who threw an iguana at a 
restaurant manager that he’s not 
allowed to brag about the crime. 

Arnold Teeter, 49, pleaded 
guilty Thursday to cruelty to ani¬ 
mals and resisting arrest. 

Painesville Municipal Judge 
Michael Cicconetti sentenced 
Teeter to two years of probation. 
The conditions also include that 
Teeter cannot live in a home with 
animals for five years. 

In April, authorities said Tee¬ 
ter pulled the 2-foot-long iguana 
from under his sweatshirt, swung 
it around by its tail and threw it 
at a Perkins Restaurant manager 
but missed. 

From wire reports 
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A real buddy story 

Indie film ‘Peanut Butter Falcon’ makes dream come true for actor 
with Down syndrome, helps turn actor Shia LaBeouf’s life around 



“The Peanut Butter 
Falcon” costars Shia 
LaBeouf, left, and Zack 
Gottsagen, shown Aug. 

2, have remained friends 
since filming the movie, now 
in theaters stateside. 


By Jake Coyle 


S hia LaBeouf is trying to show how 
different he is from his co-star in 
“The Peanut Butter Falcon,” Zack 
Gottsagen. 

“Hey, Zack,” says LaBeouf “Are you a 
good opera singer?” 

“Yes!” replies Gottsagen with a smile. 
“Hey, Zack. Are you good scuba diver?” 
“Yes!” responds Gottsagen, just as quickly, 
just as brightly. 

LaBeouf shakes his head in awe. Like the 
33-year-old LaBeouf, Gottsagen is an actor. 
He’s one year LaBeouf s senior and he has 
Down syndrome. Truth be told, he can’t sing 
a lick of opera and isn’t much for scuba div¬ 
ing. But that’s never stopped Gottsagen. 

“No matter what you ask him, he’s good at 
it. He was raised a special, magical kid since 
he was young. There’s no self-doubt in him,” 
says LaBeouf “You ask me if I’m a good 
actor and I’ll tell you I’m s—.” 

Six years ago, Gottsagen met Tyler Nilson 
and Michael Schwartz at an acting work¬ 
shop for disabled people at a camp in Santa 
Monica, Calif They immediately noticed 
Gottsagen who, while playing the bad guy in 
a Western, would with an air of danger take 
off his glasses and put down his drink before 
saying his line. 

Gottsagen, who works as an usher at a 
movie theater in Florida, told them he want¬ 
ed to be a movie star. 

“We had to have a really frank conversa¬ 
tion about how there aren’t many opportuni¬ 
ties for people with Down syndrome to act in 
movies that go into theaters. He kind of got 
really emotional and he just said, ‘Well, let’s 
do it together then!”’ recalls Schwartz. “It 
was his idea. It was a great idea.” 

Schwartz and Nilson had only toiled on the 
peripheries of Hollywood, working on com¬ 
mercials and short films. But, inspired by 
Gottsagen’s determination, they checked 
out some books from the library about 
how to write a screenplay. 

They put together a script about 
a wrestling-obsessed young man 
with Down syndrome who 
breaks out of his assisted liv¬ 
ing home and embarks on a 
“Huck Finn”-like adventure 
across North Carolina’s Outer 
Banks, joining up with a desti¬ 
tute crab fisherman running 
from his debtors (LaBeouf). 

It took extreme effort to 
make it a reality. Nilson 
and Schwartz went broke 
and became homeless in 
the process. For a spell, 

Nilson lived in a tent 
without much food. “For 
better or worse, we went 
a little bit crazy getting 
that promise we made 
to Zack to happen,” 
says Nilson. 

But with Gottsagen 


starring, the filmmakers scraped together 
some money and began attracting an envi¬ 
able cast drawn to the project’s good heart¬ 
edness. The film co-stars Dakota Johnson, 
John Hawkes, Bruce Dern and Thomas 
Haden Church. After it premiered at SXSW 
this year, “The Peanut Butter Falcon,” which 
opened in theaters stateside Friday, won the 
audience award. Reviews have been excel¬ 
lent. Gottsagen’s dream has come true. 

“I hope some people could have the op¬ 
portunity to go for their dreams,” Gottsagen 
said in a recent interview alongside LaBeouf 
“Follow your heart and maybe someday you 
can be a movie star.” 

What’s striking about Gottsagen is how he’s 
taken his good fortune in such stride. Having 
long loved movies (he counts “Grease” as his 
favorite) and studied acting since has a kid, 
Gottsagen is remarkably comfortable in the 
spotlight. He has even taught acting to others 
with Down syndrome. He worked for his big 
break. He earned it. 

Instead, it’s those around Gottsagen whose 
lives have changed, particularly LaBeouf’s. 
The two quickly became close, spending 
their evenings watching wrestling and their 
days on 12-hour shoots across the Georgia 
countryside, swimming in rivers, dancing 
on railroad tracks and having watermelon 
fights. Like their charac¬ 
ters, there was noth¬ 
ing “cheeseball,” 
just honesty and 


tenderness and equality between them. 

“I was quite unintelligible to myself be¬ 
fore I met him. He had more self-awareness 
coming into this picture than I do, which is 
saying a lot,” says LaBeouf “Walking out. 
I’ve adopted a lot of his self-love and his 
confidence. It’s leading to self-love, which is 
leading to an ability to receive love, which 
is what was lacking in my life. And I would 
run to alcohol. I just hated myself Just a big 
self-hater.” 

In the middle of production in 2017, 
LaBeouf was arrested for public drunken¬ 
ness. LaBeouf has since gotten sober, and he 
credits Gottsagen with his turnaround. 

“He knows about my pain intimately. We’d 
be sitting there watching wrestling every 
night. He’d be eating ice cream. I’d be drink¬ 
ing gin. I’d tell him, ‘You gotta stop eating 
all that ice cream.’ He’d say, ‘You gotta stop 
drinking that gin,”’ says LaBeouf “This 
man’s a year older than me. He’s been acting 
longer than me and he’s healthier than I am. 
He has more friends than I have, has longer 
lasting loving relationships.” 

At that, LaBeouf begins to tear up. Gott¬ 
sagen leans his head against his co-star and 
wraps his arm around him. They tell each “I 
love you.” 

“I was doing things for Shia because I just 
don’t like to see old Shia act like this. I wanted 
to see the new Shia that I know,” says Gott¬ 
sagen. “I have respect for other stars in films 
and I want Shia to be nice with them, except 

for those stars who don’t care about Shia. 
That would be their loss. I don’t care 
about what they do, but I care 
about Shia a lot more. Shia can 
do anything.” 

GottsagenturnstoLaBeouf 
and says, “I do mean it.” 

“I know you do,” LaBeouf 
replies. “You mean every¬ 
thing that you say.” 



Vanessa Carlton 


Vanessa Carlton 
backs into role 
on Broadway 
as Carole King 

By Mark Kennedy 
Associated Press 

Over the years, the Broadway 
show about singer-songwriter 
Carole King has starred powerful 
singers in the title role. But until 
now it hasn’t had one thing — a 
singer-songwriter. 

Vanessa Carlton has bravely 
stepped into the role of the leg¬ 
endary King without much mu¬ 
sical theater experience but lots 
from being a young female song¬ 
writer trying to discover her own 
voice. 

Carlton, who has had ups and 
downs since her breakout 2002 
single, “A Thousand Miles,” read 
the script for “Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical” and cried. 
Then she thought of her own life. 

“I thought, ‘OK there’s some¬ 
thing here that I think I can bring 
myself I can bring some of my 
own essence to this and maybe 
it will make it better somehow or 
different or feel different or bring 
some kind of unique energy to it 
that will be cool.’” 

“Beautiful” is based on King’s 
life from when she was a teen¬ 
age songwriter in New York to 
her time as a wife, mother and 
co-author of scores of recogniz¬ 
able songs, including “Will You 
Love Me Tomorrow” and “(You 
Make Me Feel Like) A Natural 
Woman.” 

Though King and Carlton cre¬ 
ated music in different eras, the 
younger singer-songwriter easily 
recognized similar experiences: 
the stress of auditioning a song, 
being a young woman in the music 
industry, the need to manage 
men’s feelings, the frustrations 
and joys of the creative process, 
and being a working mom. 

“It’s the story of someone tak¬ 
ing great risk,” Carlton said. “I 
really wanted to help honor the 
arc of the story. But I do have a lot 
of personal experiences that I am 
channeling in a lot of the scenes.” 

Carlton is still somewhat 
shocked to be making her Broad¬ 
way debut. She may have attend¬ 
ed many shows growing up in 
New York, but she studied ballet 
and piano, not musical theater. 

“It was emotional for me to get 
through the show the first time,” 
she said. “It’s a lot of work. And 
it was so exhilarating. And it just 
kind of worked out. I just cried at 
the end. ‘I did it! Now I have to 
do it 79 more times. How is this 
going to happen?”’ 
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OPINION 

Games don’t kill, but hate fuels gamer culture 



Activision 


Soldiers engage enemies in Call of Duty: Modern Warfare, a first-person shooter game 
that will be released this fail. 


By Brianna Wu 
Special to The Washington Post 

I was 22 when politicians started blam¬ 
ing video games for mass shootings. 
In 1999, I was running my first tech 
start-up and learning the Unreal 
Engine, the tool that would define my ca¬ 
reer as a game developer, when news of the 
mass shooting at Columbine High School 
in Littleton, Colo., ground all work to a 
standstill. We gathered around our tiny 
television. Network news helicopters hov¬ 
ered over the school, and we watched from 
a bird’s-eye view as students fled to safety, 
police charged the building and bodies 
were carried out. 

In the aftermath, many pointed to the 
video games the killers played. Doom and 
Quake. A segment on CBS’s “60 Minutes” 
asked, “Are Video Games Turning Kids 
Into Killers?” “What kind of values are we 
promoting when a child can walk into a 
store and find video games where you win 
based on how many people you can kill or 
how many places you can blow up?” asked 
then-first lady Hillary Clinton. Then-Sen. 
Jeff Sessions took to the floor of the Senate 
to warn that such games “cause people to 
be killed.” 

Twenty years later. Columbine doesn’t 
even rank among the 10 worst mass shoot¬ 
ings, and yet, after two mass shootings in 
one weekend this month in El Paso, Texas, 
and Dayton, Ohio, politicians reached for 
the old scapegoat. President Donald Trump 
decried “the gruesome and grisly video 
games that are now commonplace.” Demo¬ 
cratic presidential candidate Joe Biden 
agreed that games were at least partially 
to blame: “It is not healthy to have these 
games teaching kids the dispassionate no¬ 
tion that you can shoot somebody and just 
blow their brains out.” 

One small problem with that: We’ve 
been studying this issue for more than 20 
years, and there have been no scientific 
findings showing that violent video games 
cause people to commit violent acts. A 2015 
meta-analysis of 170 separate studies, con¬ 
ducted by the American Psychological As¬ 
sociation, found no statistically significant 
relationship between these games and 
criminal violence or delinquency. 

But deeper in the report, another finding 
points to a real and urgent problem: toxic 
gaming culture. The APA noted that re¬ 
search showed a connection between vio¬ 
lent video games and increased aggression, 
as well as “decreases in prosocial behav¬ 
ior, empathy and sensitivity to aggression.” 
Anyone who has spent any time playing 
online shooters, and has gotten bombarded 
by venomous taunts over voice chat, knows 
this to be true. The issue isn’t that games 
themselves induce violence — we know 
they don’t — but that the gamer communi¬ 
ty has provided a gathering place for some 
furious, hateful individuals and encour¬ 
aged their worst tendencies. Though the 
gaming world is huge and diverse, and full 
of smart and wonderful players, it is also 
thronged by misogynists and racists who 
feel free to advocate harm against anyone 
who’s not like them, whether during game- 
play or on Discord, Reddit and YouTube. 

Why are so many gamers angry and 
isolated? I often ask myself this question, 
because game developers are generally 
friendly and social people, as are the jour¬ 
nalists who cover us. Yet our industry’s 
corrosive ideas about manhood and power 
bleed into too many of the products we 
ship. We’ve told one kind of player that 
they are the center of the universe, and 
we’ve catered to their every whim for 30 
years. Consider the default video game 
protagonist: white, male and with a gun 
in hand as the solution to every problem. 
Meanwhile, in games from “Smash TV” to 
“Super Mario,” the default female charac¬ 
ter functions as a reward at the end of the 


adventure. Now that players are becoming 
more diverse, these tropes feel dated. But 
rather than change with the times, some 
revanchist players feel like their culture 
is being stolen — a sense of aggrieved re¬ 
sentment that will seem familiar to anyone 
who’s watched a Trump rally. 

You can see all of this in our virtual 
worlds. In the Western action game Red 
Dead Online, for example, black players 
have reported being called the n-word by 
other gamers, their virtual avatars being 
hanged from cliffs in mock lynchings. One 
player has even built a YouTube following 
by recording taboo scenarios that he claims 
viewers want him to “test,” like whether 
it’s possible to feed a feminist character to 
an alligator. (It is.) 

That ugliness can also be found at our 
mqjor professional conferences. At a re¬ 
cent Electronic Entertainment Expo, one 
keynote featured an onstage rape joke: 
While demoing the game Killer Instinct, a 
male player beat up a female player, while 
saying, “Just let it happen. It will be over 
soon,” and, “Wow, you like those,” while 
she replied, “No, I don’t like this.” 

From the earliest days of multiplayer 
online gaming, the industry’s biggest 
companies have made it a policy to ignore 
troubling behavior on their platforms. For 
example, in 2007, a gay player of Halo 3 
changed his username to “xxx GayBoy 
xxx” on Xbox Live and received an on¬ 
slaught of slurs and violent threats. After 
his recording of this experience went viral, 
Microsoft ramped up enforcement of the 
rules of conduct on its nascent multiplayer 
service. In response to reports of harass¬ 
ment, moderators would review clips of 
the gameplay and permanently ban the 
offenders. By 2013, though, fearing that 
these policies were limiting games’ con¬ 
sumer appeal, Microsoft drastically cut 
back on moderation, automating much of 
the oversight and moving to a far more le¬ 
nient “reputation” system in which “trash- 
talking” players were grouped together in 
matches. 

Today, from comment sections to tour¬ 
nament play, basement-level standards of 
behavior have become the norm. Many 
gamers believe that any standards of de¬ 
cency constitute censorship. That culture, 
in which “jokes” about or straight-up ad¬ 
vocacy of hatred became free-speech vir¬ 
tues, gave rise to Gamergate, an organized 
effort in 2014 to force women, including 
me, to leave the game industry by threat¬ 
ening them with rape and murder. What 
seemed then like a bizarre but one-off sub¬ 


culture war has had lasting repercussions. 
Steve Bannon, for instance, soon targeted 
gamers as a natural new audience for alt- 
right thought: “You can activate that army. 
They come in through Gamergate or what¬ 
ever and then get turned onto politics and 
Trump.” 

And as its participants sought out a 
forum where they could express their most 
vile ideas, Gamergate brought a whole new 
community to the message board Schan. 
While presenting itself as a bastion of 
free speech, Schan has facilitated serious 
crimes, including hosting child pornogra¬ 
phy and spreading cyberweapons for de- 
nial-of-service attacks. It was also where 
white-supremacist manifestos were posted 
before the shootings in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, and Poway, Calif, and where users 
rooted for the New Zealand body count to 
soar, calling it a new “high score.” Now, El 
Paso appears to be the third mass shooting 
announced on the site this year. For years, 
people lobbied Schan’s online security pro¬ 
vider, Cloudflare, to stop working with the 
extremist site. Only after the El Paso and 
Dayton killings did it finally relent. 

I say this as an engineer: We are pro¬ 
foundly bad at asking ourselves how the 
things we build could be misused. Face- 
book, Twitter and Reddit have all had to 
scramble after the fact to address harass¬ 
ment on their platforms. Meanwhile, on 
YouTube, hate speech has performed ter¬ 
rifyingly well in an algorithm that places 
user engagement above all other factors. 
As a result, the platform has increasingly 
been linked to the radicalization of young 
people, who spend shocking amounts of 
time on the site. 

I love video games dearly. Growing up 
as a queer child in Mississippi, I got my 
Nintendo in 1985, and I’ve been lost in 
this world ever since. When I was scared 
because my church said people like me 
were going to burn in hell. Final Fantasy, 
Dragon Warrior and Super Mario offered 
a lifeboat. 

But somewhere along the way, the cul¬ 
ture of video games became deeply bro¬ 
ken, reflecting the broader fractures in our 
country. It’s a culture that presents cyni¬ 
cism as wisdom, and apathy as a virtue, 
and the self-righteous mob as the best way 
to get justice. Video games do not create 
mass killers, but they invite people with 
terrible ideas, including white supremacy, 
to congregate. If we want to save the world, 
combating this is where we press start. 

Brianna Wu is a Democratic candidate for 

Congress in Massachusetts’s 8th District and a 
software engineer. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Mine closure strains small town economy 


By Nicholas K. Geranios 

Associated Press 

METALINE FALLS, Wash. — 
Times are tough in a rural county 
in northeast Washington state be¬ 
cause one of the region’s biggest 
employers is shutting down. 

The Pend Oreille Mine, just 
north of Metaline Falls, closed on 
July 31, at a cost of about 200 fam¬ 
ily-wage jobs in an area of fewer 
than 1,000 residents. 

It’s another sign of the imbal¬ 
ance of prosperity in Washing¬ 
ton state. While the Seattle area 
gorges on high-paying jobs, many 
rural counties like Pend Oreille 
County that depend on natural 
resource industries — logging, 
fishing, mining — are suffering. 

This divide is part of a national 
trend. People in urban areas had 
higher per-capita income, lower 
poverty rates, lower unemploy¬ 
ment rates and higher education 
levels than people in rural areas 
in recent years, according to 
data from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. Rural areas are 
also suffering a declining popula¬ 
tion, while urban areas grow, the 
USDA said. 

Pend Oreille County Commis¬ 
sioner Steve Kiss said the loss 
of about 200 jobs at the lead and 
zinc mine hurts. About 40 em¬ 
ployees will remain for long-term 
maintenance. 

“The mine was the last oper¬ 
ating natural resource-based 
industry in the northern part of 
the county, with the exception of 
two hydroelectric facilities,” Kiss 
said. “In the past, we have lost 
other mines, sawmills, a cement 
plant and the railroad that served 
all these industries.” 

Small businesses struggle to 
survive in the area in the best of 
times. Kiss said. “Our two grocery 



Dan Pelle, The Spokesman-Review/AP 


The Pend Oreille Mine in Metaline Falls, Wash., in 2009. The lead 
and zinc mine closed July 31, at a cost of about 200 jobs in the 
rural county in northeast Washington. 


. stores, a few 
We’ve got restaurants 


to look for 
different 
ways to 
bring the 
economy 
back. ^ 

Bill Bisson J 

Metaline city , 
councilman ' 


and bars and 
two gas sta¬ 
tions/conve¬ 
nience stores 
will definitely 
see a reduc¬ 
tion in sales,” 
he said, while 
local govern¬ 
ments will 
see less tax 
revenue. 

Pend 

Oreille (Pahn-duh-ray’) County is 
bordered on the north by Canada 
and to the east by Idaho. The Sel¬ 
kirk Mountains create a dramatic 
landscape, blanketed by national 
forests and a wilderness area. 

The human footprint here is 
light. 

Pend Oreille County has just 
13,500 residents, and its unem¬ 
ployment rate of 7.2% was already 
more than two full points higher 
than the statewide average of 


4.6% in June. 

The owners of the Pend Oreille 
Mine said the closure was 
prompted by slumping demand 
for zinc and the prohibitive cost 
of exploring for new deposits. The 
Galena and Lucky Friday mines 
in nearby northern Idaho are the 
only active large mining opera¬ 
tions left in the Inland Northwest, 
a region that was originally built 
by a robust mining industry. 

Metaline Falls, a town of fewer 
than 300 people, was quiet on 
a recent Wednesday morning. 
The tidy downtown contained a 
restaurant, grocery store, movie 
theater and numerous closed-up 
stores. 

“This is a mining town,” said 
Arlie Ward, a resident since 1996. 
He owns the historic Washington 
Hotel downtown, which caters 
to the tourists who increasingly 
come to the outdoor playground. 
“It’s a bite for sure. Half the peo¬ 
ple around here worked there.” 


Not all the economic news from 
the county is bad. 

In April, the Kalispel Tribe of 
Indians opened a new casino near 
Cusick that is part of a $10 million 
project that includes an RV park, 
storage facility, gas station and 
grocery store. In total, they will 
create about 80 new jobs. 

The formerly impoverished 
tribe operates a large off-reserva- 
tion casino in a suburb of Spokane 
that has been very successful. 
Now it is pouring money closer to 
its reservation. 

“We are focusing on economic 
development,” tribal council 
member Curt Holmes said. 

Bill Bisson, a city councilman 
in the nearby town of Metaline, 
said local leaders are working 
hard to expand the tourism base. 

“We’ve got to look for different 
ways to bring the economy back,” 
Bisson said. 

The mine closure is survivable, 
he added. “All the people are 
hardy people. They’ll continue to 
move forward,” Bisson said. 

The prognosis for the mine site 
is grim, however. 

A 2013 study by community 
leaders looked at what could be 
done with the 263 acres of surface 
mine property and 20 industrial 
buildings. The study found little 
chance of gaining another large 
employer. 

The mine previously temporar¬ 
ily closed in 2008, but it reopened 
five years later when zinc prices 
increased. 

Metaline Falls Mayor Tara Le- 
ininger, 62, doesn’t expect a simi¬ 
lar situation. “We’re looking at 
losing people,” Leininger said. 

Mining companies from across 
the nation have been recruiting 
the employees of the Pend Oreille 
Mine because underground hard 


rock mining is a specialized skill. 

The mine closure isn’t the 
only factor in the shrinking 
population. 

Leininger said some people 
with health problems have left to 
be closer to hospitals. The local 
clinic just lost its only doctor. 

Kiss, the county commissioner, 
has lived for nearly 60 years in 
Pend Oreille County. 

“I fully understand the resil¬ 
iency of the people who live here,” 
Kiss added. “We will survive.” 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Actress Elisabeth 
5 Witticism 
8 Swizzle 
12 Artist Chagall 


DOWN 

1 Urban haze 

2 Aesopian 
also-ran 

3 Russian 


25 Have bills 

26 Popeye’s lady 

27 Glitters 

29 Commotion 

30 That girl 



I 


-50 / K£PU£P 'Vm 
QO YOU MCAfJ YOU'IZC 
CUAR&m ME HO FOR MY 
SIRTU-COUTROL PILLSf MY 
mURAMCE C0YER& THOSE.' 




HE SAIP "APPARENTLY 
YOUR EMPLOYER SWITCHEP 
YOU TO A NEW PLAN 
THAT POESN'T COPER 
SLUTTINESS. 


SIR, PIP YOU SAY TO 
PRETENP YOU HAPE AN 
IMPORTANT CALL AFTER 
TEN MINUTES, OR AFTER 

EIETEEU^ ^ -^ 




13 -de-France 

14 Meditative 
practice 

15 Exam format 

16 Neighboring 

18 Trattoria desserts 

20 Arctic plain 

21 Pet food brand 

23 — Aviv 

24 “Welcome” sites 
28 “Amen!” 

31 Hooting bird 

32 Respect, slangily 

34 Praise in verse 

35 “Star Wars” 
princess 

37 Magician’s exit 
39 Pre-DVD format 

41 Canal of song 

42 Defeat easily 
45 Works with 

dough 

49 Entrance ringer 

51 “Phooey!” 

52 Adams and 
Irving 

53 Nay undoer 

54 Jazzy Fitzgerald 

55 Harvard rival 

56 Guitar master 
Paul 

57 “Act now!” 


river 

4 Cream-filled 
pastry 

5 Gas station 
store, often 

6 Flamenco cry 

7 Libretto 

8 Capital of New 
South Wales 

9 “Ta-ta!” 

10 Composer 
Stravinsky 

11 — avis 

17 Boy king 

19 Pack (down) 

22 Emporium 

24100 cts. 


33 Whirl 
36 “My kingdom 
for —I” 

38 Signed over 
40 Second-stringer 

42 Forever 
and — 

43 Prolonged sleep 

44 Blue shade 

46 “The Good 
Dinosaur” 
hero 

47 Surrealist 
Salvador 

48 Doc’s “Now!” 

50 Caustic 

solution 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



8-12 CRYPTOQUIP 


CMBGJT JP 
BCDSO MOLF 
UJJMSHXGVF 


C SJMXVHUO 
DTJCEBCFV LGJ 
CF C IJSHBO 


JPPHBOT: CMEOTFJM BJIIOT. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: POP AND SOUL 
SUPERSTAR WHO ADORES FISH SUCH AS 
BLUEFIN, YELLOWFIN AND ALBACORE: TUNA 
TURNER. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals C 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Want a better picture? 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


Some ofthe latest Scam 

Q Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 
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A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 


A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Join us as we examine the influence of private military 
contracting on today’s armed forces. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of the new 
reality of modern warfare. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Signed SS Luis 
Vaienzueia to a minor ieague contract. 
Optioned RHP Jose Ruiz to Chariotte (iL). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned LHP 
Biaine Hardy to Toiedo (iL). 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned RHP 
Kyie Zimmer to Omaha (PCL). Recaiied 
LHP Eric Skogiund from Omaha. Signed 
OF Tyler Hill to a minor league contract. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned RHP 
Jaime Barria to Salt Lake (PCL). Released 
C Jose Briceo unconditionally. Reinstated 
LHP Andrew Heaney from the 10-day IL. 
Sent RHPs Keynan Middleton and Noe 
Ramirez to Inland Empire (Cal) for rehab 
assignments. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned C 
Kyle Higashioka to Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre (IL). Placed RHP Jonathan Holder 
on the 10-day IL, retroactive to Wednes¬ 
day. Reinstated C Gary Sanchez from the 
10-day IL. Recalled LHP Stephen Tarpley 
from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Traded OF Ian 
Miller to Minnesota for cash. Reinstated 
INF Dee Gordon from 10-day IL. Optioned 
INF/OF Ryan Court to Tacoma (PCL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Placed OF 
Lourdes Gurriel Jr. on the 10-day IL, ret¬ 
roactive to Friday. Recalled RHP Brock 
Stewart from Buffalo (IL). Sent RHP Clay 
Buchholz to the GCL Blue Jays for a rehab 
assignment. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Released 
RHP Greg Holland. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Jeremy Walker to Gwinnett (IL). Recalled 
RHP Patrick Weigel from Gwinnett. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Placed RHP Steve 
Cishek on the 10-day IL. Recalled RHP Dil¬ 
lon Maples from Iowa (PCL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Sent C Curt Casali 
to Louisville (IL) for a rehab assignment. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned LHP 
Sam Howard to Albuquerque (PCL). Rein¬ 
stated RHP Carlos Estavez from the fam¬ 
ily medical emergency list. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Placed OF 
Jay Bruce on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF 
Adam Haseley from Lehigh Valley (IL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Assigned 
INF/OF Tyler Austin outright to Sacra¬ 
mento (PCL). Sent RHP Johnny Cueto to 
the AZL Giants Orange for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS- Released DL 
Darius Philon. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed FB Joe 
Kerridge. 

DETROIT LIONS - Waived/injured CB 
Tarvarus McFadden. Placed WR Jermaine 
Kearse and DT Darius Kilgo on IR. Acti¬ 
vated DE Trey Flowers from the PUP list. 
Signed QB Josh Johnson and RB Justin 
Stockton. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS- Released WR 
Jawill Davis. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Claimed DE Tracy 
Sprinkle off waivers. Moved WR DeAndre 
Carter to active roster. Waived OLB Chris 
Landrum. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Released/non- 
football illness G Ian Silberman. Signed G 
Nate Theaker. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Waived/in¬ 
jured RB Roc Thomas. Signed TE Carson 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived WR Jalen 
Tolliver. Waived/injured LB Riley Bullough 
and OT Cody Conway. Placed LB D’Andre 
Walker on IR. Agreed to terms with RB 
Akeem Hunt, DE Eric Cotton, WR DeAn- 
gelo Yancey and LB Ukeme Eligwe. Added 
DT Jurrell Casey to the active roster. 


Auto racing 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


L Pet GB 


Connecticut 
Washington 
Chicago 
New York 
Indiana 

Atlanta _ __ 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Las Vegas 15 9 .625 - 

Los Angeles 14 8 .636 - 

Seattle 13 11 .542 2 

Minnesota 12 11 .522 2'A 

Phoenix 11 12 .478 3'/; 

Dallas 7 17 .292 8 

Saturday’s games 
Indiana 87, Atlanta 82 
Dallas 80, Phoenix 77 

Sunday’s games 
Minnesota at Washington 
Seattle at New York 
Chicago at Los Angeles 
Connecticut at Las Vegas 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 12 7 6 42 46 37 

Atlanta 12 9 3 39 41 29 

New York City FC 10 4 8 38 40 29 

New York 11 9 4 37 41 34 

D.C. United 9 7 9 36 32 31 

New England 9 9 7 34 37 44 

Montreal 10 13 3 33 36 47 

Toronto FC 9 10 6 33 39 41 

Orlando City 8 11 6 30 33 34 

Chicago 7 10 9 30 38 37 

Columbus 7 14 5 26 27 39 

Cincinnati 5 17 3 18 25 57 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 16 3 4 52 61 23 

Seattle 11 7 6 39 38 34 

Minnesota 11 8 5 38 42 35 

San Jose 11 8 5 38 41 36 

LA Galaxy 12 10 1 37 30 34 

Real Salt Lake 11 9 4 37 35 32 

FC Dallas 10 9 6 36 36 31 

Portland 10 9 4 34 38 34 

Houston 9 12 3 30 34 39 

Sporting KC 7 10 7 28 37 43 

Colorado 7 12 5 26 41 49 

Vancouver 5 12 9 24 26 45 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
New England 3, Seattle 3, tie 
Cincinnati 2, Columbus 2, tie 
Orlando City 1, Toronto FC 1, tie 
FC Dallas 5, Minnesota United 3 
Real Salt Lake 2, Sporting Kansas City 1 
Chicago 3, Montreal 2 
Colorado 2, San Jose 1 
Portland 3, Vancouver 1 

Sunday’s games 
New York City FC at Atlanta 
Houston at Philadelphia 
LA Galaxy at D.C. United 
New York at Los Angeles FC 
Wednesday’s games 
Sporting Kansas City at Orlando City 
Colorado at Minnesota United 
Seattle at Real Salt Lake 
FC Dallas at LA Galaxy 
Chicago at Portland 
Orlando City at Sporting Kansas City 

Saturday 

Revolution 3, Sounders 3 

New England 2 1—3 

Seattle 1 2-3 

First half—1, Seattle, Shipp, 4 (Morris), 
2nd minute; 2, New England, Mancienne, 
1 (Gil), 27th; 3, New England, Bou, 3 (Cas¬ 
tillo), 35th. 

Second half—4, Seattle, Shipp, 5 
(Jones), 65th; 5, Seattle, Lodeiro, 5 (Mor¬ 
ris), 66th; 6, New England, Gil, 9 (penalty 
kick), 87th. 

Goalies—New England, Matt Turner, 
Brad Knighton; Seattle, Stefan Frei, Bry- 
n Meredith. 


A-38,826. 

Salt Lake 2 , Sporting KC 1 

Real Salt Lake 1 1-2 

Kansas City 1 0—1 

First half—1, Kansas City, Russell, 8, 
31st minute; 2, Real Salt Lake, Baird, 2, 
38th. 

Second half—3, Real Salt Lake, Baird, 3 
(Savarino), 70th. 

Goalies—Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do, Andrew Putna; Kansas City, Tim Me- 
lia, Eric Dick. 

Yellow Cards—Real Salt Lake, Besler, 
29th; Beckerman, 45th; Baird, 76th; Her¬ 
rera, 90th. Kansas City, Gutierrez, 29th; 
Fontas, 45th; Hurtado, 90th. 

Red Cards—Kansas City, Salloi, 84th. 

A-18,219. 

Fire 3, Impact 2 

Montreal 1 1-2 

Chicago 2 1-3 

First half—1, Chicago, McCarty, 1 
(Schweinsteiger), 8th minute; 2, Chicago, 
Nikolic, 8 (Katai), 19th; 3, Montreal, Taid- 
er, 9 (penalty kick), 34th. 

Second half—4, Montreal, Sagna, 1 
(Corrales), 76th; 5, Chicago, Schweinstei¬ 
ger, 1 (Mihailovic), 88th. 

Goalies—Montreal, Evan Bush, Clem¬ 
ent Diop; Chicago, Kenneth Kronholm, 
Richard Sanchez. 

Yellow Cards—Chicago, Kronholm, 
32nd; McCarty, 74th. Montreal, Diallo, 
67th. 


WTA Rogers Cup 


Surface^Hard-Outdoor 
Semifinais 

Bianca Andreescu, Canada, def. Sofia 
Kenin, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Serena Williams (8), United States, 
def. Marie Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 1- 
6, 6-3, 6-3. 


Semifinais 

Barbora Krejeikova and Katerina Sin¬ 
iakova (1), Czech Republic, def. Victoria 
Azarenka, Belarus, and Ash Barty (6), 
Australia, 3-6, 6-3, 10-4. 

Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 
Demi Schuurs (3), Netherlands, def. Ga- 
briela Dabrowski, Canada, and Xu Yifan 
(2), China, 6-0, 6-3. 


Rapids 2 , Earthquakes 1 

San Jose 0 1—1 

Colorado 1 1—2 

First half—1, Colorado, Acosta, 2 (Ru¬ 

bio), 45th minute. 

Second half—2, San Jose, Qazaishvili, 
8 (Hoesen), 62nd; 3, Colorado, Rubio, 7 
(Rosenberry), 73rd. 

Goalies—San Jose, Daniel Vega, An¬ 
drew Tarbell; Colorado, Clint Irwin, An¬ 
dre Rawls. 

Yellow Cards—Colorado, Rubio, 78th; 
Price, 90th. San Jose, Judson, 55th; Yueill, 
77th. 

Orlando City 1, Toronto FC 1 

Orlando 0 1—1 

Toronto 0 1—1 

Second half—1, Orlando, Michel, 2 
(Mueller), 69th minute; 2, Toronto, Mul¬ 
lins, 1,77th. 

Goalies—Orlando, Brian Rowe, Greg 
Ranjitsingh; Toronto, Quentin Westberg, 
Alex Bono. 

Yellow Cards—Orlando, Sane, 82nd. 
Toronto, Delgado, 34th. 

A-24,487. 

FC Dallas 5, Minnesota 3 

Minnesota 2 1—3 

Dallas 3 2-5 

First half—1, Minnesota, Finlay, 5 (Ibar¬ 
ra), 11th minute; 2, Dallas, Hollingshead, 
4 (Barrios), 28th; 3, Dallas, Mosquera, 2, 
32nd; 4, Minnesota, Finlay, 6 (Martin), 
41st; 5, Dallas, Cannon, 1 (Barrios), 45th. 

Second half—6, Minnesota, Dotson, 3 
(Olum), 73rd; 7, Dallas, Servania, 1 (Bar¬ 
rios), 85th; 8, Dallas, Servania, 2 (Po- 
mykal), 90th. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Vito Mannone, 
Bobby Shuttleworth; Dallas, Jesse Gon¬ 
zalez, Kyle Zobeck. 

Yellow Cards—Dallas, Badji, 72nd; 
Cannon, 90th. Minnesota, Ibarra, 47th; 
Dotson, 58th; Boxall, 69th. 

Red Cards—Minnesota, Toye, 90th. 

FC Cincinnati 2 , Crew 2 

FC Cincinnati 2 0-2 

Columbus 1 1—2 

First half—1, FC Cincinnati, Mattocks, 
3 (Ulloa), 16th minute; 2, FC Cincinnati, 
Ledesma, 4 (Lamah), 23rd; 3, Columbus, 
Zardes, 9 (penalty kick), 45th. 

Second half—4, Columbus, Santos, 8 
(Trapp), 62nd. 

Goalies—FC Cincinnati, Przemyslaw 
Tyton, Jimmy Hague; Columbus, Eloy 
Room, Jon Kempin. 

Yellow Cards—FC Cincinnati, Van der 
Werff, 72nd; Cruz, 90th; Ulloa, 90th. Co¬ 
lumbus, Crognale, 18th; Santos, 68th. 
A-20,865. 

Timbers 3, Whitecaps 1 

Vancouver 1 0—1 

Portland 1 2-3 

First half—1, Portland, Blanco, 4 
(Valeri), 28th minute; 2, Vancouver, Bair, 
1, 38th. 

Second half—3, Portland, Loria, 2, 
55th; 4, Portland, Ebobisse, 8 (Conech- 
ny), 90th. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Maxime Crep- 
eau, Zac MacMath; Portland, Steve Clark, 
Kendall McIntosh. 

Yellow Cards—Portland, Cascante, 
45th; Loria, 60th. Vancouver, Godoy, 65th; 
Nerwinski, 84th. 

A-25,218. 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Chicago 9 5 2 29 27 19 

North Carolina 8 3 4 28 30 15 

Portland 7 3 6 27 31 20 

Reign FC 7 3 5 26 14 15 

Houston 6 7 4 22 17 26 

Washington 6 6 3 21 19 15 

Utah 6 6 3 21 14 14 

Orlando 3 10 2 11 16 32 

Sky Blue FC 2 11 3 9 10 22 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Chicago 1, Washington 0 
Houston 1, Orlando 0 

Sunday’s games 
Portland at North Carolina 
Reign FC at Utah 

Wednesday’s games 
Sky Blue FC at Chicago 


ATP Tour Coupe Rogers 

>pen Series 
Saturday 
At Montreal 

Purse: $5.7 million (Masters 1000) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Semifinals 

Daniil Medvedev (8), Russia, def. Kar¬ 
en Khachanov (6), Russia, 6-1, 7-6 (6). 

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Gael Mon¬ 
fils (16), France, 0-0, walkover. 

Doubles 

Semifinals 

Marcel Granollers, Spain, and Horacio 
Zeballos, Argentina, def. Raj'eev Ram, 
United States, and Joe Salisbury, Britain, 
7-6 (7), 3-6, 10-7. 

Robin Haase and Wesley Koolhof, 
Netherlands, def. Rohan Bopanna, India, 
and Denis Shapovalov, Canada, 7-6 (3), 
7-6 (7). 


B&L Transport 170 

Saturday 

At Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course 
Lexington, Ohio 
Lap length: 2.258 miles 
Starting position in parentheses 

1. (1) Austin Cindric, Ford, 75 laps. 

2. (3) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 75. 

3. (6) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 75. 

4. (10) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 75. 

5. (7) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet, 75. 

6. (8) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 75. 

7. (5) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 75. 

8. (4) Cole Custer, Ford, 75. 

9. (13) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 75. 

10. (9) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 75. 

11. (11) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
75. 

12. (22) Will Rodgers, Chevrolet, 75. 

13. (21) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 75. 

14. (16) Gray Gaulding, Chevrolet, 75. 

15. (2) Jack Hawksworth, Toyota, 75. 

16. (14) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 75. 

17. (20) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, 75. 

18. (18) Tommy Joe Martins, Toyota, 
75. 

19. (26) Ray Black II, Chevrolet, 75. 

20. (28) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 75. 

21. (12) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 75. 

22. (23) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 75. 

23. (37) Patrick Gallagher, Chevrolet, 
74. 

24. (32) Brandon Brown, Chevrolet, 74. 

25. (35) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 74. 

26. (33) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 73. 

27. (25) Timmy Hill, Toyota, 65. 

28. (19) Lawson Aschenbach, Chevro 
let, accident, 63. 

29. (17) Scott Heckert, Toyota, 
dent, 57. 

30. (31) Aaron Quine, Chevrolet, _ 

dent, 42. 

31. (15) John Hunter Nemechek, Chev 
rolet, accident, 41. 

32. (24) Stephen Leicht, Chevrolet, ac 
cident, 36. 

33. (29) David Starr, Chevrolet, acci 
dent, 36. 

34. (27) Chris Dyson, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 31. 

35. (34) Chad Finchum, Toyota, brakes, 
13. 

36. (30) Joey Gase, Toyota, oil line, 8. 

37. (36) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, brakes, 2. 

38. (38) Max Tullman, Chevrolet, fuel 
pressure, 2. 

Average Speed of Winner: 71.439 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 22 minutes, 14 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 3.780 seconds. 

Caution Flags: 6 for 17 laps. 

Lead Changes: 10 among 8 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: A. Cindric 1-18; C. Bris¬ 
coe 19-20; N. Gragson 21; C. Bell 22-36; J. 
Hawksworth 37-41; J. Williams 42; M. An¬ 
nett 43; A. Cindric 44-58; R. Smith 59; C. 
Briscoe 60-62; A. Cindric 63-75. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Lead, 
Laps Led): Austin Cindric 3 times for 46 
laps; Christopher Bell 1 time for 15 laps; 
Chase Briscoe 2 times for 5 laps; Jack 
Hawksworth 1 time for 5 laps; Michael 
Annett 1 time for 1 lap; Josh Williams 1 
time for 1 lap; Regan Smith 1 time for 1 
lap; Noah Gragson 1 time for 1 lap. 


Northern Trust 

Saturday 

At Liberty National Golf Club 
Jersey City, NJ. 

Purse: $9.25 million 
Yardage: 7,370; Par 71 
Third Round 

Patrick Reed 66-66-67-199 - 

Abraham Ancer 67-65-68-200 - 

Brandt Snedeker 71-67-63-201 - 

JonRahm 64-68-69-201 - 

Danny Willett 66-70-66-202 - 

Harold Varner III 67-67-68-202 - 

Justin Rose 65-68-69-202 - 

Louis Oosthuizen 68-65-70-203 - 

RoryMcllroy 65-68-70-203 - 

Max Homa 66-71-67-204 

Troy Merritt 62-70-72-204 

Dustin Johnson 63-67-74-204 

Webb Simpson 65-73-67-205 

Brian Stuard 66-69-70-205 

Ian Poulter 68-66-71-205 

Jordan Spieth 67-64-74-205 

Billy Horschel 72-67-67-206 

Matt Jones 67-71-68-206 

Adam Scott 68-69-69-206 

Hideki Matsuyama 68-68-70-206 

Justin Thomas 67-68-71-206 

Kevin Kisner 64-70-72-206 

Wyndham Clark 67-66-73-206 

Cameron Champ 71-70-66-207 

Ryan Moore 68-72-67-207 

Sebastian Munoz 70-69-68-207 

Byeong Hun An 73-66-68-207 

Jim Furyk 72-66-69-207 

J.T. Poston 67-70-70-207 

Patrick Cantlay 70-67-70-207 

Corey Conners 66-71-70-207 

Bryson DeChambeau 68-68-71-207 

C.T. Pan 68-67-72-207 

Andrew Putnam 69-64-74-207 

Brooks Koepka 70-69-69-208 

Tony Finau 65-73-70-208 

Ryan Armour 70-68-70-208 

Jason Kokrak 68-70-70-208 

Kevin Na 69-67-72-208 

Shane Lowry 69-67-72-208 

Andrew Landry 68-67-73-208 

Chez Reavie 66-74-69-209 

Brian Harman 68-71-70-209 

Russell Henley 69-70-70-209 

Roger Sloan 68-70-71-209 

J.B. Holmes 70-71-69-210 

Tommy Fleetwood 69-72-69-210 

Adam Schenk 67-72-71-210 

Tyrrell Hatton 69-69-72-210 

Vaughn Taylor 69-68-73-210 


Corrigan Oil 200 

Saturday 

At Michigan International Speedway 
Brooklyn, Mich. 

Lap length: 2 miles 
Starting position in parentheses 

1. (6) Austm Hill, Toyota, 105 laps. 

2. (18) Sheldon Creed, Chevrolet, 105. 

3. (17) Tyler Dippel, Chevrolet, 105. 

4. (8) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet, 105. 

5. (23) Austin Wayne Self, Chevrolet, 


8. (20) Stewart Friesen, Chevrolet, 105. 

9. (30) Ray Ciccarelli, Chevrolet, 105. 

10. (12) Matt Crafton, Ford, 105. 

11. (5) Harrison Burton, Toyota, 105. 

12. (14) Johnny Sauter, Ford, 105. 

13. (22) Gus Dean, Chevrolet, 105. 

14. (13) Jordan Anderson, Chevrolet, 
L05. 

15. (2) Christian Eckes, Toyota, 105. 

16. (24) Trey Hutchens III, Chevrolet, 
L05. 

17. (21) Codie Rohrbaugh, Chevrolet, 


20. (10) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 105. 

21. (28) Jesse Iwuji, Toyota, 105. 

22. (27) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, 105. 

23. (7) Ben Rhodes, Ford, 103. 

24. (4) Todd Gilliland, Toyota, accident, 
98. 

25. (3) Tyler Ankrum, Toyota, accident, 
96. 

26. (19) Anthony Alfredo, Toyota, ac¬ 
cident, 96. 

27. (16) Natalie Decker, Toyota, acci¬ 
dent, 96. 

28. (15) Cory Roper, Ford, accident, 58. 

29. (26) T J Bell Jr., C--- 

41. 


29. (26) T J Bell Jr., Chevrolet, clutch, 

■ 1 . 

30. (1) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 26. 

31. (25) Camden Murphy, Chevrolet, 
vibration, 11. 

32. (32) Norm Banning, Chevrolet, en- 

Average Speed of Winner: 113.616 

Time of Race: 1 hour, 50 minutes, 54 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.125-seconds. 
Caution Flags: 8 for 35 laps. 

Lead Changes: 17 among 10 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: R. Chastain 1-23;T. Bell 
Jr.24;B. Rhodes 25-33;G. Enfinger34-36;A. 
Hill 37;B. Moffitt 38-42;S. Creed 43-47;B. 
Rhodes 48-49;S. Creed 50-51;B. Rhodes 
52-53;S. Creed 54-55;B. Rhodes 56-57;B. 
Moffitt 58-61;T. Gilliland 62-75;H. Burton 
76-77;A. Hill 78-92;T. Ankrum 93-95;A. Hill 
96-105. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led): Austin Hill 3 times for 
26 laps; Ross Chastain 1 time for 23 laps; 
Ben Rhodes 4 times for 15 laps; Todd Gil¬ 
liland 1 time for 14 laps; Sheldon Creed 
3 times for 9 laps; Brett Moffitt 2 times 
for 9 laps; Tyler Ankrum 1 time for 3 laps; 
Grant Enfinger 1 time for 3 laps; Harrison 
Burton 1 time for 2 laps; T J Bell Jr. 1 time 


Ladies Scottish Open 

Saturday 

At The Renaissance Club 

North Berwick, Scotland 
Purse: $1.5 million 
Yardage: 6,427; Par: 71 
Third Round 

Moriya Jutanugarn 64-66-67-197 -: 

Jeongeun Lee6 67-65-66-198 -: 

Mi Jung Hur 66-62-70-198 -: 

MiHyangLee 63-70-68-201 -: 

early Booth 70-67-66-203 -: 

Ariya Jutanugarn 68-67-68-203 -: 

ChellaChoi 65-70-68-203 -: 

Jane Park 63-71-69-203 -: 

Anne van Dam 63-69-71-203 -: 

Su Oh 65-73-66-204 

Yu Liu 70-67-67-204 

Xiyu Lin 68-68-68-204 

Elizabeth Szokol 67-69-68-204 

Gaby Lopez 69-68-68-205 

Wichanee Meechai 69-67-69-205 

Anna Nordqvist 67-69-69-205 

Muni He 68-64-73 -205 

Minjee Lee 69-73-64-206 

Nanna Koerstz Madsen 69-70-67-206 
Linnea Strom 69-69-68-206 

Karolin Lamport 68-70-68-206 

Luna Sobron Galmes 69-68-69-206 

Hyo Joo Kim 66-72-69-207 

Katherine Kirk 68-69-70-207 

Na Yeon Choi 72-64-71-207 

Hee Young Park 70-71-67-208 

Kelly Tan 69-72-67-208 

Laura Fuenfstueck 70-69-69-208 

Ursula Wikstrom 69-69-70-208 

Georgia Hall 69-68-71-208 

Sei Young Kim 66-70-72 -208 

Wei-Ling Hsu 71-70-68-209 

Charley Hull 69-72-68-209 

Giulia Molinaro 69-71-69-209 

Christine Wolf 70-69-70-209 

Amy Olson 70-69-70-209 

Caroline Hedwall 65-74-70-209 

Alena Sharp 69-68-72 -209 

Pajaree Anannarukarn 69-68-72 -209 
Madelene Sagstrom 67-70-72-209 

Kendall Dye 71-71-68-210 

Celine Boutier 70-69-71-210 

Youngin Chun 69-68-73-210 

Annie Park 71-71-69-211 

Dana Finkelstein 70-71-70-211 

Carmen Alonso 69-72-70-211 

Laura Davies 72-68-71-211 

Maddie McCrary 71-69-71-211 

Hannah Green 67-73-71-211 

Holly Clyburn 67-71-73 -211 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL/GYMNASTICS 


Ohio State defense seeks to buck slide 


Jay LaPrete/AI 

Ohio State defensive end Chase Young, considered a solid NFL prospect, said the Buckeyes’ defense is 
doing its best to put its lackluster 2018 performance in the rearview mirror. 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Ohio 
State defense seemed to hit rock 
bottom in a confounding loss to 
unranked Purdue in the eighth 
game last season. 

But the weaknesses that led to 
the 49-20 blowout by the Boiler¬ 
makers on Oct. 21 were on display 
most of the season, masked by a 
high-scoring Buckeyes offense. 

Many players from that much- 
maligned 2018 Ohio State defense 
are back. But with a new head 
coach, defensive coordinator, 
scheme, position coaches and re¬ 
solve, they’re determined things 
will change. 

“I’d say the attitude right now 
is redemption,” cornerback Jef¬ 
frey Okudah said on the first day 
of practice last week. 

The Purdue game was ugly 
for Ohio State. D.J. Knox ran 
for 128 yards and quarterback 
David Blough torched the No. 2 
Buckeyes for 378 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

The Buckeyes went on to win 
a Big Ten title, but the debacle at 
West Lafayette, Ind., kept them 
outside looking in for the College 
Football Playoff 

The Ohio State defense finished 
No. 9 statistically out the 14 teams 
in the Big Ten. The unit surren¬ 
dered more than 400 yards per 
game, settling in at 93rd in the 
nation in that category, 105th in 
passing defense and 76th against 
the run. Not up to standard at Ohio 
State, which has sent a dozen de¬ 
fensive players to the NFL in the 
last three seasons. 

“We definitely don’t dwell on 
last season,” said defensive end 
Chase Young , who likely will be 
in an NFL training camp this 
time next year. “We had a coach¬ 
ing change, so we put last year 


in the past and we’re just facing 
forward, and we’re just trying to 
move the train.” 

New coach Ryan Day, who re¬ 
placed the retiring Urban Meyer, 
fired Greg Schiano and brought 
in Greg Mattison as his defensive 
coordinator. A former NFL coor¬ 
dinator, Mattison lately was the 
defensive line coach at Michigan, 
which was among the nation’s de¬ 
fensive leaders. Day also poached 
linebacker coach A1 Washington 
from the rival Wolverines. 

The biggest change is the in¬ 
stallation of a hybrid lineback¬ 
er-safety position known as the 
“bullet.” Brendon White, a 6-foot- 


2, 215-pound safety who was out¬ 
standing in the last five games of 
2018, is a leading candidate for 
that spot. 

The scheme will be simplified 
for linebackers, who struggled as 
a unit. They won’t be expected 
to make as many reads, freeing 
them up to react and play faster. 

The three starting lineback¬ 
ers return. Tuf Borland, who 
had battled an injury, is healthy 
and starts in the middle. He’ll be 
flanked by Malik Harrison and 
Pete Werner. Harrison, a senior, 
played well down the stretch last 
season. 

“They’re a hungry group now,” 


Day said. “They’ve read things. 
They’re ready to go, and they’re 
hungry, which is fun to be around. 
There are not a lot of smiles on 
our faces right now, which you 
like as a coach.” 

All the defensive players heard 
the criticism last year. 

“I got a (Twitter message) one 
time that said I need to go back 
to high school and pick a differ¬ 
ent sport,” laughed cornerback 
Damon Arnette. “I was like, 
damn!” 

A fifth-year senior, Arnette has 
struggled at times on and off the 
field. He had considered trying 
to make a fresh start in the NFL 


By the numbers 


25.5 

Points allowed per game 
last season by Ohio State, 
seventh-best out of the 14 
teams in the Big Ten. 

245.2 

Average passing yards last 
season by the Buckeyes, 
11th best in the Big Ten. 

158.8 

Average rushing yards 
allowed last season by the 
Buckeyes, sixth best in the 
Big Ten Conference. 


SOURCE: Big Ten Conference 

but was talked out of entering the 
draft. He’ll be in the main corner- 
back rotation with Okudah and 
Shaun Wade. 

“I think this year, hit the reset 
button for real,” he said. “Espe¬ 
cially with me, it’s my last year 
so it’s all or nothing. The question 
is, are we going to play up to what 
the talent level is and not let dis¬ 
tractions come between (us and) 
what we know we can do on the 
field.” 



Mikulak takes 6th national gymastics title 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Sam¬ 
uel Mikulak doesn’t show off the 
stash of medals he’s earned from 
the US. men’s gymnastics cham¬ 
pionships through the years. 
They sit in relatively anonymity 
in the basement of the place he 
shares with his girlfriend back in 
Colorado. 

It’s not that Mikulak doesn’t ap¬ 
preciate what he’s accomplished. 
It’s just that two-time Olympian’s 
standard is no longer measured 
by what he does on home soil. 

So while Mikulak pumped his 
fists in joy after clinching his 
modern era-record sixth national 
title on Saturday night by topping 
runner-up Yul Moldauer by a 
staggering 5.550 points, Mikulak 
remains equal parts perfectionist 
and realist. 

Yes, he’s the most decorated 
American male gymnast of his 
generation. He’s also aware 
that his generation might not be 
as deep as the ones that came 
before. 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Sam Mikulak won his sixth 
overall title at the U.S. 
Gymnastics Championships. 

“I guess it is just a weird place 
for the US right now,” Mikulak 
said. “You could probably make 
the argument that maybe this is 
the easiest time period for USA 


Gymnastics for a guy like me and 
so it doesn’t quite hold as much to 
it right now.” 

After picking up his first in¬ 
dividual world championship 
medal by grabbing bronze on 
high bar last October, the lack of 
any Olympic hardware is the lone 
hole left on his otherwise stuffed 
resume. And he knows it. 

“I see the Russians and the Chi¬ 
nese and the Japanese and all the 
big skills they’re throwing and 
I’m just trying to live up to those 
expectations,” Mikulak said. 

He remains adamant that, at 
26, he believes his best years 
are ahead of him. It certainly 
looks like a possibility after he 
captured gold in high bar, paral¬ 
lel bars, pommel horse and floor 
exercise and completed 12 rou¬ 
tines over the course of two days 
without a fall. His overall total of 
174.150 also created the largest 
winning margin of his six nation¬ 
al championships. 

No wonder he’s hinting at ex¬ 
tending his career beyond Tokyo 
and hasn’t ruled out competing 
into his 30s. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/MLB 

Briefly 

Gators dismiss troubled 
defensive back Huggins 



The Houston Astros’ Jose Altuve, left, celebrates with Robinson Chirinos after hitting a two-mn home run 
off Orioles starting pitcher Aaron Brooks during the second inning of Saturday’s game in Baltimore. 

Power: O’s starter Brooks allows 
9 runs, 4 homers in just 3 innings 


Associated Press 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Flori¬ 
da defensive back John Huggins 
has been dismissed from the foot¬ 
ball program. 

A team spokesman declined 
to say what prompted the soph¬ 
omore’s dismissal. Huggins had 
missed all of preseason camp 
while dealing with what the Ga¬ 
tors called a “family issue.” 

According to a police report 
released earlier this week, a 19- 
year-old University of Florida 
student accused Huggins of chok¬ 
ing her during a tutoring session 
last October. Huggins was upset 
because the tutor took his phone 
in hopes of ensuring he would 
stay for the entire session, the re¬ 
port said. 

The woman had previously 
been uncomfortable because 
Huggins pulled her hair in an¬ 
other session, the report said. She 
did not pursue a criminal case, 
and no charges were filed from 
the battery complaint. 

Coach Dan Mullen said Tues¬ 
day that Huggins was punished; 
he missed five games following 
the alleged incident and is cur¬ 
rently enrolled at the school. 
Mullen added that Huggins’ most 
recent absence had nothing to 
do with the alleged incident in 
October. 

Steelers wide receivers 
coach Drake dies at 62 

PITTSBURGH — Pittsburgh 
Steelers wide receivers coach 
Darryl Drake has died. He was 
62. 

The team said Drake, who 
joined the coaching staff in 2018, 
died early Sunday morning. 

“Darryl had such an impact on 
the players he coached and ev¬ 
eryone he worked with through¬ 
out his entire career,” Steelers 
president Art Rooney II said. “He 
was a passionate coach and had a 
tremendous spirit toward life, his 
family, his faith and the game of 
football.” 

In other NFL news: 

■ New York Jets kicker Chan¬ 
dler Catanzaro has retired after a 


shaky start to training camp. 

The team announced Catan- 
zaro’s decision Sunday. The Jets 
also signed kicker Taylor Berto- 
let to replace Catanzaro on the 
roster. 

The 28-year-old Catanzaro 
signed with New York during the 
offseason for a second stint with 
the team. He struggled with con¬ 
sistency during camp, and then 
missed two extra points in the 
Jets’ 31-22 preseason-opening 
loss to the Giants on Thursday. 

Catanzaro spent his first three 
NFL seasons with Arizona be¬ 
fore joining New York in 2017. He 
played for Tampa Bay and Caro¬ 
lina last year. 

Hill wins Trucks Series 
regular season finale 

BROOKLYN, Mich. — Austin 
Hill hopes he’s getting his groove 
back just in time to make a run at 
winning the NASCAR Truck Se¬ 
ries championship. 

“We wanted to put a good stamp 
on the end of the regular season, 
going into the playoffs,” he said. 

Hill held off Sheldon Creed to 
win at Michigan International 
Speedway on Saturday, earning 
his second victory of the year and 
his first since the season-opening 
race at Dayton. 

The playoffs begin Thursday 
night at Bristol Motor Speedway 
with Brett Moffitt, Grant Enfin- 
ger, Stewart Friesen, Ross Chas¬ 
tain, Hill, Johnny Sauter, Tyler 
Ankrum and Matt Crafton. 

“We’re going to have a ton of 
confidence,” Hill said. 

In other auto racing news: 

■ Austin Cindric raced to his 
second straight NASCAR Xfinity 
Series victory Saturday, holding 
off Christopher Bell at Mid-Ohio 
Sports Car Course. 

The 20-year-old Cindric won 
for the first time in the series last 
week on the road course at Wat¬ 
kins Glen. 

“To get my first two wins with¬ 
in a week is incredible,” he said. 
“To win on a road course like 
this obviously gives you a lot of 
confidence.” 


FROM BACK PAGE 

bullpens in straightaway center. 

“It’s really hard to explain what 
happened today,” Altuve said. “A 
great game 
for us. A 
lot of good 
at-bats put 
together.” 

Yuli Gur- 
riel tied 
a career- 
high with 
four hits for 
Houston. 

Aaron 

Sanchez (5- 
14) made his 
second start for the Astros after 
being acquired from Toronto on 
July 31. He allowed one run and 
three hits with six strikeouts and 
three walks over five innings. 

The Orioles are coming off a 
series where they tied an MLB 


record by allowing 16 home runs 
in three games against the Yan¬ 
kees. Baltimore did not allow 
multiple homers for the first time 
in 12 games in the opener against 
Houston. 

However, the Astros had a 
power surge the following night. 

The Astros took an early 3-0 
lead off Orioles starter Aaron 
Brooks (2-6) on a two-run homer 
by Bergman followed by Alva¬ 
rez’s solo shot. It was the ninth 
time Houston has hit back-to- 
back home runs this season. 

Houston pulled away with five 
runs in the second. Josh Red¬ 
dick started the barrage with an 
RBI single followed by a two-run 
homer by Altuve. Bregman had 
an RBI double and scored on a 
balk by Brooks. Correa’s solo 
shot in the third extended the 
lead to 9-1. 

Brooks allowed a career-high 


nine runs and four homers over 
just three innings. 

“Just ran into a good offense, 
didn’t execute pitches and had 
a few things not go my way,” 
Brooks said. 

Rio Ruiz managed his first ca¬ 
reer pinch-hit home run for the 
Orioles in the seventh. Baltimore 
outfielder Stevie Wilkerson made 
his fourth appearance this sea¬ 
son as a reliever, allowing three 
runs in 1 Vs innings. 

“By the third inning, probably 
I was planning how was I going 
to finish this game, and somehow 
we finished it,” Orioles manager 
Brandon Hyde said. 

More milestones: Alvarez has 
51 RBIs through his first 45 ca¬ 
reer games, the most in major 
league history over that stretch, 
surpassing Ted Williams’ record 
of 47 RBIs in his first 45 games 
in 1939. 



Brooks 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

\ 

Houston 

Oakland 

Texas 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 


Central Division 


I 18'/2 
20!/2 
29'/2 


538 • 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pi 

Atlanta 69 50 

Washington 61 55 

New York 61 56 

Philadelphia 60 57 

Miami 44 72 

Central Division 
Chicago 63 54 

Milwaukee 62 56 

St. Louis 60 55 

Cincinnati 56 59 

Pittsburgh 48 68 

West Division 
Los Angeles 78 41 

Arizona 59 58 

San Francisco 58 60 

San Diego 55 61 

Colorado 52 65 

Friday’s games 

Oakland 7, Chicago White Sox 0 
Houston 3, Baltimore 2 
Toronto 8, N.Y. Yankees 2 
Detroit 5, Kansas City 2 
Boston 16, L.A. Angefs 4 
Cleveland 6, Minnesota 2 
Tampa Bay 5, Seattle 3 


Twins 4, Indians 1 

Cleveland Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 0 10 Kepler cf 4 111 

Mercado cf 5 0 0 0 J.Plnco dh 4 0 2 0 

C.Sntnalb 3 0 10 Sano3b 4 0 0 0 

Puigrf 4 13 1 E.Rsriolf 4 0 0 0 

Jo.Rmir3b 4 0 0 0 Carver c 4 110 

Kipnis2b 3 0 10 Arraez2b 3 111 

G.AIIen If 3 0 10 C.Cron lb 4 0 11 

R.Perez c 4 0 0 0 Gnzalezrf 3 12 1 

Naquin dh 3 0 10 Adranzass 2 0 2 0 

F.Ryesph-dh 10 0 0 

Totals 34 1 8 1 Totals 32 410 4 
Cleveland 000 000 100-1 

Minnesota 000 210 lOx—4 

DP—Cleveland 1, Minnesota 1. LOB— 
Cleveland 10, Minnesota 6. 2B—Lindor 
(26), Puig (18), G.AIIen (6), Garver (10). 

3B-Arraez (1). HR-Puig (23), Kepler 

(32), Gonzalez (13). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

PlutkoL,4-3 6 9 4 4 1 3 

Clippard 1 1 0 0 0 0 


Josh D.Smith 


Atlanta 8, Mia. 

Cincinnati 5, Chicago Cubs 2 
N.Y. Mets 7, Washington 6 
Milwaukee 6, Texas 5 
St. Louis 6, Pittsburgh 2 
Arizona 3, L.A. Dodgers 2,11 innings 
San Diego 7, Colorado 1 
Philaderphia 9, San Francisco 6 
Saturday’s games 
Toronto 5, N.Y. Yankees 4 
L.A. Angels 12, Boston 4 
Kansas CiW 7, Detroit 0 
Houston 23, Baltimore 2 
Chicago White Sox 3, Oakland 2 
Minnesota 4, Cleveland 1 
Tampa Bay 5, Seattle 4 
San Francisco 3, Philadelphia 1 
Miami 7, Atlanta 6,10 innings 
Cincinnati 10, Chicago Cubs 1 
Milwaukee 3, Texas 2 
N.Y. Mets 4, Washington 3 
St. Louis 3, Pittsburgh 1 
San Diego 8, Colorado 5 
L.A. Dodgers 4, Arizona 0 
Sunday’s games 
Houston at Baltimore 
L.A. Angels at Boston 
N.Y. Yankees at Toronto 
Kansas City at Detroit 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Oakland at Chicago White Sox 
Tampa Bay at Seattle 
Atlanta at Miami 
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati 
Washington at N.Y. Mets 
Texas at Milwaukee 
Pittsburgh at St. Louis 
Colorado at San Diego 
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers 
Philadelphia at San Francisco 
Monday’s games 

Baltimore (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees (TBD), 

Baltimore (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees (TBD), 

Texas (Jurado 6-7) at Toronto (TBD) 

Boston (TBD) at Cleveland (Plesac 6- 
3) 

Houston (TBD) at Chicago White Sox 
(Cease 2-4) 

Cincinnati (DeSclafani 7-6) at Wash- Philadelphia 
Ington (Fedde 2-2) '' 

Arizona (TBD) at Colorado (Lambert 


0 0 11 


Odorizzi W,13-5 5% 6 0 0 4 6 

Romo H,5 l'/3 1 110 2 

T.Rogers S,18-24 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Plutko pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
T-3:07. A-35,268 (38,649). 

Blue Jays 5, Yankees 4 

New York Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LMahieu2b 4 0 0 1 Bchettedh 4 10 0 
Judge rf 3 110 Biggio2b 4 110 

Grgriusss 4 0 0 0 GrrrJrSb 3 0 2 2 

G.Sanchc 4 111 Grichukrf 4 0 0 0 

Urshela3b 3 112 Smoak lb 3 10 0 

Gardner cf 4 0 10 Galvisss 4 0 0 0 

Maybindh 4 0 0 0 Fisher If 3 110 

Ford lb 3 10 0 T.Hrnan cf 2 113 

Tuchmanlf 10 10 D.Jnsenc 2 0 0 0 
Totals 30 4 5 4 Totals 29 5 5 5 

New York 000 102 100-4 

Toronto 000 300 20x-5 

DP—Toronto 1. LOB—New York 6, To¬ 
ronto 8. 2B—Tauchman (15). 3B—Guer¬ 
rero Jr. (1). HR-G.Sanchez (25), Urshela 
(17), T.Hernandez (18). SF-LeMahieu (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

C.Green 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Tarpley 2'/3 1 2 2 4 4 

C.Adams BS,2 1% 2 110 2 

Kahnie 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Ottavino L,5-4 BS,5 1 2 2 2 1 2 

Britton 1 0 0 0 2 2 

Toronto 

Font 2 0 0 0 0 3 

Waguespack VA T, 3 3 2 2 

Mayza % 1 1110 

Adam W,l-0 I'A 0 0 0 1 2 

Laws,3-3 l'/3 1 0 0 12 

HBP—by Waguespack (Urshela). WP— 
C.Green. T-3:27. A-33,903 (53,506). 

Giants 3, Phillies 1 

Philadelphia San Francisco 


Pittsburgh (Keller 0-1) at L.A. Angels 
(Suarez 2-3) 

Tampa Bay (TBD) at San Diego (Luc- 
chesi 7-6) 

Saturday 

Rays 5, Mariners 4 

Tampa Bay Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Krmaiercf 4 111 M.Smithrf 3 12 0 

d'Arnudlb 4 0 0 0 J.Crwfrss 4 0 0 1 

Meadows if 4 0 0 0 Narvaez c 4 1 1 1 

Av.Grci rf 4 111 Vgibach dh 4 0 10 

M. DuffySb 4 0 0 0 K.Sager3b 4 110 

Aguilar dh 3 12 0 Au.Nolalb 4 12 0 

Choiph-dh 1 0 0 0 D.Grdon2b 4 0 10 

Brsseau2b 3 110 Lopes If 3 0 12 

Sogard 2b 10 10 Broxton cf 3 0 0 0 

Zuninoc 4 113 Do.Sntn ph 10 0 0 

Adames ss 3 0 10 

Totals 35 5 8 5 Totals 34 4 9 4 
Tampa Bay 000 041 000-5 

Seattle 010 021 000-4 

DP—Tampa Bay 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 3, 
Seattle 5.2B-Adames (18), M.Smith (17). 
3B-M.Smith (7). HR-Kiermaier (12), 
Av.Garcia (16), Zunino (8), Narvaez (17). 
SB-Sogard (8). SF-Lopes (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

Morton W,13-4 6 9 4 4 0 10 

Poche H,10 1 0 0 0 1 0 

N. Anderson H,8 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Pagan S,ll-17 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Seattle 

Wisler 2 1 0 0 0 1 

MiloneL,l-7 4 6 5 5 0 0 

McClain 3 1 0 0 0 2 

WP-Morton. T-2:39. A-33,895 

(47,943). 


L.A. Dodgers 4, Arizona 0 

Arizona Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Dyson cf 4 0 10 Pollock cf 3 0 10 

Martess-2b 4 0 2 0 Turner 3b 3 0 0 0 

Escbar3b-2b 4 0 0 0 Negrdn If 2 0 11 

Peralta If 4 0 0 0 Pedrsnph-lf 2 0 10 

Jones rf 3 0 0 0 Bellinger rf 4 0 0 0 

Lopez 0 0 0 0 Muncy 2b 3 2 11 

Lamb lb-3b 2 0 0 0 White lb 4 0 0 0 

Ahmed ph-ssl 0 0 0 Seagerss 3 10 0 

Flores 2b 2 0 0 0 Martin c 3 12 1 

Scott p 0 0 0 0 Maedap 10 0 1 

Locastro rf 1 0 0 0 Ferguson p 0 0 0 0 

Avilac 2 0 0 0 Kelfyp 0 0 0 0 

Young p 1 0 0 0 Beaty ph 10 0 0 

Ginkel p 0 0 0 0 Jansen p 0 0 0 0 

Walker lb 2 0 10 

Totals 30 0 4 0 Totals 29 4 6 4 
Arizona 000 000 000-0 

Los Angeles 011 200 OOx—4 

LOB—Arizona 4, Los Angeles 8. 2B— 
Martin (4). HR—Muncy (28). SB—Dyson 
(25), Marte (8). S-Maeda 2 (10). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Young L,4-2 3'/3 5 4 4 3 2 

Ginkel % 0 0 0 0 0 

Scott 2% 1 0 0 2 3 

Lopez l'/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

MaedaW,8-8 7 3 0 0 0 6 

Ferguson ^3 0 0 0 1 0 

Kelfy '73 0 0 0 0 0 

Jansen 1 10000 

WP-Young, Maeda. T-3:18. A-52,606 
(56,000). 

Brewers 3, Rangers 2 

Texas Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choolf 4 111 Grisham rf 3 2 3 0 

Sampson p 0 0 0 0 Ju.Grrap 0 0 0 0 

Da.Sntn cf-lf 3 111 Pmeranz p 0 0 0 0 

Andrus ss 3 0 0 0 Pinaph 10 0 0 

Odor 2b 4 0 10 Claudio p 0 0 0 0 

Mazararf 3 0 10 Albers p 0 0 0 0 

Frsythe lb 4 0 10 Grandal c 2 0 10 

Knr-Flf3b 3 0 0 0 Mstkas3b 4 0 11 

Pence ph 1 0 0 0 Hiura2b 4 111 
Trevino c 3 0 0 0 Braun If 3 0 10 

Payano p 1 0 0 0 Thames lb 4 0 1 0 

B.Mrtinp 0 0 0 0 Caincf 3 0 10 

W.CIhunph 1 0 0 0 Arciass 3 0 0 0 

Grrierip 0 0 0 0 Houser p 10 0 0 

DShelds ph-cf 1 0 0 0 Gamel ph-rf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 31 2 S 2 Totals 30 3 9 2 

Texas 000 001 010-2 

Milwaukee 101 100 OOx-3 

E—Houser (1). DP—Texas 2, Milwaukee 
1. LOB—Texas 5, Milwaukee 10. HR—Choo 
(19), Da.Santana (18), Hiura (14). CS-An- 
drus (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


B.Martin 
Guerrieri 
Sampson 

Milwaukee 

Houser W,5-5 6 3 1 1 1 10 

Ju.Guerra H,15 .. 


0 Gennett2b 3 10 0 

__0 Lngoria3b 3 12 2 

C.Hrnan2b 3 0 10 B.Crwfrss 3 0 10 

Kingery3b 3 0 0 0 Pillar cf 3 12 1 

Haseleycf 2 0 0 0 Slater rf 2 0 0 0 

Quinn ph 1 0 0 0 Smrdzjap 3 0 0 0 

VIsquezp 1 0 0 0 Will.Smp 0 0 0 0 

B. MIIerph 10 0 0 

J.AIvrzp 0 0 0 0 

Parkerp 0000 

Efiin p 0 0 0 0 

S.Rdrigph 10 10 

Totals 29 1 3 1 Totals 28 3 5 3 
Philadelphia 100 000 000-1 

San Francisco 020 010 OOx—3 

E—Velasquez (3). DP—Philadelphia 
2, San Francisco 1. LOB—Philadelphia 
2, San Francisco 4. 2B-Pillar (29). HR- 

C. Dickerson (7), Longoria (14), Pillar 
(15). 


Velasquez L,4-7 5 3 3 3 1 3 

J. AIvarez 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Parker 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Efiin 1 0 0 0 1 1 

San Francisco 

Samardzija W,9-9 8 2 1 1 0 5 

Will.SmithS,28-30 1 1 0 0 1 2 

HBP—by Velasquez (Gennett). T—2:32. 
A-39,106 (41,915). 

White Sox 3, Athletics 2 

Oakland Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semienss 4 110 L.Grciacf-lf 4 110 

Grssman If 2 0 1 0 Jay rf 3 0 0 0 

Pinderph-lf 2 110 Cordell rf 0 0 0 0 

M.Chpmn3b 5 0 10 J.Abreu lb 3 0 2 0 

M.OIsonlb 4 0 2 0 Skoledh 3 0 0 0 

Canhacf 4 0 2 0 J.MCn ph-dh 10 0 0 

K. Davisdh 5 0 10 Ti.Andrss 4 110 

Pscottyrf 3 0 10 Goins 3b 3 0 0 0 

Profar2b 3 0 0 0 El.Jmen If 3 111 

Hrrmannc 3 0 0 0 Engel cf 0 0 0 0 

We.CstIc 3 0 11 
Y.Sanch2b 3 0 10 
Totals 35 210 0 Totals 30 3 7 2 
Oakland 000 000 002-2 

Chicago 001 010 lOx-3 

E-Goins (5), Herrmann (2). DP-Chi- 
cago 3. LOB—Oakland 13, Chicago 5. 
2B-Pinder (16), L.Garcia (22), J.Abreu 
(25). HR-EI.Jimenez (19). SB-L.Garcia 2 
h4). S-Jay (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Roark L,7-8 6?5 6 3 2 0 7 

Petit '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Buchter 'A 10 0 10 

Hendriks ^ 0 0 0 0 2 

Chicago 

R.Lopez W,7-9 6'/3 6 0 0 3 3 

Marshall H,10 'AO 0 0 2 1 

Bummer H,14 VA 2 0 0 0 0 

Colome S,23-24 1 2 2 0 2 3 

T-3:19. A-27,026 (40,615). 


Porcello L,10-9 

D.Hernandez _ _ . . _ _ 

Velazquez 1 2 3 2 1 0 

Weber 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Porcello pitched to 2 batters in the 
6th D.Hernandez pitched to 4 batters in 
the 7th HBP—by Heaney (Bradley Jr.), 
by Heaney (Martinez), by D.Hernandez 
(K.SmIth), bV Velazquez (Trout). WP— 
JC.RamIrez. T-3:28. A-36,390 (37,731). 


5 5 


Padres 8, 


Colorado 

ab r h bi 

BIckmon rf 5 0 0 0 
Story ss 5 12 0 
D.Mrphylb 5 0 0 0 
ArenadoSb 4 12 2 
McMhon2b 2 0 0 0 
Tapia If 


Rockies 5 

San Diego 


Yates p 
Mchado3 


1 1 I 


Innettac 
C.Gnzal p 
Bettis p 0 0 0 0 

Y.AInso ph 1112 
J.Diazp 0 0 0 0 

McGeep 0000 
Desmnd ph 10 0 0 
Totals 36 5 8 5 

Colorado 
San Diego 


3 3 15 
2 2 0 1 
0 0 2 2 


E-Tatis Jr. (17), Daza (2). LOB-Colo- 
rado 7, San Diego 6. 2B—Story (29), Tapia 

(22) , lannetta (10), Naylor (6), Machado 
(16), Renfroe 2 (17), Hedges (9). 3B-Ta- 
tis Jr. (6). HR-Arenado (26), Y.AIonso (9), 
Renfroe (31), Margot (10), Myers (14). 
SB-McMahon (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

CGonzalez 5 8 5 5 2 3 

Bettis 1 0 0 0 0 2 

J.Diaz L,4-3 1 12 2 13 

McGee 1 21100 

San Diego 
Paddack 
Stammen BS,8 
A.Munoz W,l-1 

Yates S,33-36 1 1 0 0 0 2 

J.Diaz pitched to 2 batters in the 8th 
T-2:55. A-42,564 (42,445). 

Reds 10, Cubs 1 

Chicago Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

AlmrJrcf 5 0 0 0 Winker If 4 0 10 

Cstllns rf 5 0 0 0 Votto lb 4 110 

Bryant 3b 2 0 0 0 O’Grady lb 10 10 

LHapp3b 2 0 0 0 E.Sarez3b 3 111 

Rizzo lb 0 0 0 0 K.Frmer3b 2 111 

Cratini lb 1 0 0 0 VnMeter2b 5 0 2 1 

J.Baezss 2 0 0 0 Aquino rf 4 3 3 3 

Kemp 2b 2 0 2 0 Senzel cf 5 2 2 1 

Lucroyc 3 0 0 0 Brnhartc 4 12 1 

Schwrbrif 4 12 1 Perazass 4 13 0 

Bote2b-ss 3 0 2 0 S.Grayp 2 0 12 

Hndrcksp 1 0 0 0 S.Rmno ph-p 2 0 0 0 

Maples p 0 0 0 0 

Chtwood ph 1 0 0 0 

Mills p 2 0 10 

Totals 33 1 7 1 Totals 40101810 
Chicago 000 000 001-1 

Cincinnati 124 201 OOx-10 

E—Almora Jr. (2). DP—Cincinnati 1. 
LOB—Chicago 10, Cincinnati 11. 2B— 
Kemp (7), Bote (15), Winker (16), Votto 

(23) , VanMeter 2 (8), Peraza (12). HR- 
Schwarber (27), E.Suarez (32), K.Farmer 
(7), Aquino 3 (7), Senzel (9). CS-VanMe- 
ter (3). S-S.Gray (10). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Hendricks L,8-9 2^ 12 7 7 0 2 

Maples l'/3 2 2 2 0 1 

Mills 4 4 113 3 


. 0 0 . _ 

Pomeranz H,2 ^3 1 1 1 2 1 

Claudio 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Albers S,3-4 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Claudio pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
HBP—by Payano (Braun), by Sampson 
(Cain). WP-Payano. T-3:09. A-41,903 
(41,900). 

Angels 12, Red Sox 4 

Los Angeles Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

K.CIhunrf 4 3 2 0 Betts rf 4 0 2 1 

Trout cf 3 2 13 Bgaertsss 5 0 0 0 

Gdwin ph-cf 1 0 0 0 Mrtnezdh 4 0 10 

Ohtanidh 5 2 2 2 Travis If 4 112 

Upton If 4 114 C.Vazqz lb 5 1 1 0 

Thaisslb 3 110 Chavis 3b 5 0 0 1 

FItcherSb 5 0 2 0 Holt 2b 3 12 0 

Rengifo2b 5 110 Leone 4 0 10 

K.Smithc 3 10 0 BrdlyJcf 2 110 

Tovarss 4111 

Totals 371211 10 Totals 36 4 9 4 
Los Angeles 300 002 700-12 

R ER BB SO Boston 001 001 200— 4 

E—Travis (2), Upton (4), Fletcher (6). 
LOB—Los Angeles 4, Boston 11. 2B— 
Ohtani (13), TIetcher (24), Betts (30), 


uriLaiii v.1.33, rieicner dolls lsu;, 

C.Vazquez (18), Holt (9). 3B-Holt (2). 
HR-Trout (39), Upton (7), Travis (5). SF- 
Upton (4), Travis (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Heaney 3% 3 1114 

T.ColeW,2-3 1% 1 0 0 0 2 

A.Meiia '/3 1 1110 

Buttrey H,19 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

JCRamirez 2 3 2 2 1 0 

H.Robles 1 0 0 0 0 2 


Hosmerlb 4 0 0 0 

Renfroe rf 3 4 3 2 

Margot cf 4 13 3 

L.Urias2b 4 0 0 1 

Hedges c 4 0 10 

Paddackp 2000 
Kinslerph 10 0 0 

Stammen p 0 0 0 0 

A.Munoz p 0 0 0 0 

Myrsph-lf 1111 
Totals 35 8 11 8 
010 101 200-5 

010 130 03X-8 


S.Gray W,7-6 6 2 0 0 4 7 

S.Romano S,2-2 3 5 1 1 0 2 

HBP—by S.Gray (Rizzo), by Mills (Pera¬ 
za). T-3:05. A-39,866 (42,319). 

Cardinals 3, Pirates 1 

Pittsburgh St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Frzer2b 3 111 De.FwIr cf-rf 3 1 1 0 

Rynoldsif 4 0 10 Edmanrf-3b4 1 2 0 

S.Martecf 4 0 0 0 GIdschm lb 3 1 1 0 

Bell lb 3 0 0 0 Ozunalf 2 0 10 

J.Osunarf 4 0 10 DeJongss 3 0 11 

Moran 3b 4 0 10 M.CrpntSb 3 0 0 0 

Newman ss 4 0 10 Gllegosp 0 0 0 0 

StIIngsc 3 0 10 C.Mrtinp 0 0 0 0 

Lirianop 0 0 0 0 Wong 2b 3 0 10 

Crick p 0 0 0 0 Wietersc 3 0 0 0 

Me.Cbrr ph 1 0 0 0 Wnwrght p 2 0 0 0 

Msgrove p 2 0 0 0 Thomas cf 10 0 0 
EI.Diazc 10 0 0 

Totals 33 1 6 1 Totals 27 3 7 1 

Pittsburgh 100 000 000-1 

St. Louis 100 002 OOx-3 

E—Newman (9). DP—Pittsburgh 2. 
LOB-Pittsburgh 7, St. Louis 3. 2B-Ed- 
man (7), Ozuna (16). HR-A.Frazier (6). 
CS-Wong (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Musgrove L,8-ll 5'A 6 3 3 3 6 

Liriano VA 1 0 0 0 1 

Crick 1 0 0 0 0 2 

St. Louis 

Wainwright W,8-8 6 6 1 1 2 8 

Gallegos H,ll 2'/, 0 0 0 0 1 

C.Martinez S,12-15 ^3 0 0 0 0 0 

T-2:40. A-45,026 (45,538). 

Astros 23, Orioles 2 

Houston Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngercf-rf5 112 Villarss-2b 4 110 
Altuve2b 6 3 3 3 Mancini rf 2 0 0 0 

Brntleylf 3 2 2 0 R.Ruizph-3bl 1 1 1 

Mrsnickef 3 2 2 1 Sntnderlf-cf4 0 2 0 

Bregman3b 3 3 3 3 Nunez dh 2 0 0 0 

A.DiazSb 3 2 3 1 Ri.Mrtn ss 10 0 0 

Alvarez dh 5 4 3 7 J.Ptrsn3b-rf 3 0 1 1 

Correa ss 6 2 3 2 Sisco c 4 0 0 0 

Gurriel lb 6 3 4 1 C.Davis lb 3 0 10 

MIdnadoc 5 0 0 0 Albrto2b-lf 4 0 0 0 

Reddick rf-lf 5 111 S.WIkrscf-p 4 0 0 0 
Totals 5023 25 21 Totals 32 2 6 2 
Houston 351 041 603-23 

Baltimore 100 000 100- 2 

E-J.Peterson (2), Bregman (10). DP- 
Houston 1, Baltimore 3. LOB—Houston 
2, Baltimore 7. 2B—Springer (16), Altuve 
(19), Marisnick (15), Bregman 2 (23), 
Gurriel 2 (31), Villar (26), Santander (14), 
C.Davis (8). HR—Altuve (20), Bregman 
(28), Alvarez 3 (17), Correa (16), R.Ruiz (6). 
SF—J.Peterson (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Aa.Sanchez W,5-14 5 3 1 1 3 6 

Rondon 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Joe.Smith 1 1110 1 

Devenski 1 0 0 0 0 2 

McHugh 1 00002 

Baltimore 

Brooks L,2-6 3 9 9 9 0 3 

Kline 2 6 5 5 1 0 

TayScott 2 5 6 6 1 1 

Eshelman % 1 0 0 0 0 

S.Wilkerson VA 4 3 3 0 0 

Kline pitched to 2 batters in the 6th 
WP-Brooks. T-3:03. A-21,903 (45,971). 


Mets 4, Nationals 3 

Washington New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

T.Trnerss 4 0 10 McNI 2b-3b-lf 4 0 1 0 

Eaton rf 3 10 0 A.Rsrioss 4 0 0 0 

Rendon 3b 4 0 10 P.AInsolb 3 0 0 0 

J.Sotolf 3 2 2 3 J..Dvislf 3 112 

M.Adamslb 4 0 2 0 Altherrcf 0 0 0 0 

A. Cbrra2b 4 0 10 W.Ramosc 4 111 

V.Rblescf 4 0 0 0 Cnfortorf 3 0 10 

Gomes C 3 0 0 0 T.Frzer3b 3 0 0 0 

Parra ph 1 0 0 0 S.Lugo p 0 0 0 0 

Corbin p 2 0 0 0 Lagares Cf 2 0 0 0 

Stvnsonph 10 10 Gllrmeph-3b 1111 
Strekinp 0 0 0 0 Syndrgr p 10 0 0 

Rodney p 0 0 0 0 Panik2b 110 0 

Dan.Hdsp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 3 8 3 Totals 29 4 5 4 
Washington 200 000 010-3 

New York 000 200 02x-4 

E-T.Turner (9). DP-New York 2. LOB- 

Washington 5, New York 4. HR—J.Soto 

2 (24), J..Davis (14), W.Ramos (13), Guil- 
lorme (1). SB-T.Turner (25), Eaton (12). 
SF-J..Davis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Corbin 6 3 2 2 1 8 

Strickland 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Rodney L,0-5 BS,3 0 2 2 1 0 0 

Dan.Hudson 1 0 0 0 1 0 

New York 

Syndergaard 7 7 2 2 2 5 

S.Lugo W,5-2 2 1110 3 

Rodney pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
T-2:34. A-43,875 (41,922). 

Marlins 7, Braves 6 (10) 

Atlanta Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

AcnJr.rf 3 10 0 I.Diaz2b 4 0 2 1 

Albies2b 4 12 1 S.Cstro3b 5 0 12 

F.Frman lb 5 0 2 2 Bri.And rf 3 0 11 

Dnldson3b 5 0 0 0 Cooper lb 5 0 10 

B. McCnn c 4 10 0 Brigham p 0 0 0 0 

Duvall If 5 0 0 0 H.RrezIf-cf 5 12 0 

Incarte cf 2 10 0 Brinson cf 3 0 0 0 

CIbrsonss 4 12 0 Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 

Soroka p 2 0 0 0 Stanekp 0 0 0 0 

Joyce ph 1 0 0 0 Quijadap 0 0 0 0 

Swarzakp 0 0 0 0 Prado ph-lbl 111 

L.Jcksnp 0 0 0 0 Holadayc 4 110 

Camargoph 1113 Marrero ss 2 0 0 0 
Mlanconp 0 0 0 0 Grdrsn ph-lf 2 2 2 1 

S.Grenep 0 0 0 0 AIcntrap 2 0 0 0 

Newcomb p 0 0 0 0 J.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Bertiefss 2 2 2 1 

Totals 36 6 7 6 Totals 38 713 7 

Atlanta ODD ODD 033 0-6 

Miami 000 000 024 1-7 

E—Newcomb (1). DP—Atlanta 1, Miami 

I. LOB-Atlanta 6, Miami 7. 2B-Albies 
(31), I.Diaz (1), S.Castro (17). HR—Camar- 
go (5), Granderson (10). SB—Acuna Jr. 2 
r28). SF-Prado (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Soroka 7 3 0 0 1 6 

SwarzakH,14 'A 2 2 2 0 0 

L.Jackson H,4 ^3 1 0 0 1 1 

Melancon 'A 4 4 4 0 1 

S.Greene BS,5 ^3 2 0 0 1 0 

Newcomb L,5-2 'A 1 10 0 0 

Miami 

Alcantara VA 5 3 3 2 6 

J. Garcia 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Kinley 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Stanek Vs 1 3 3 4 2 

Quijada 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Brigham W,2-l 1 0 0 0 0 1 

J.Garcia pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th WP-Alcantara. T-3;34. A-29,720 
(36,742). 

Royais 7, Tigers 0 

Kansas City Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r bbi 

Mrrfeld2b 4 2 2 2 V.Reyescf 4 0 10 

A.Grdonlf 5 0 0 0 Goodrum2b4 0 0 0 

H.Dzierrf 4 0 11 Mi.Cbrrdh 4 0 10 

Solerdh 4 2 12 Dixon lb 4 0 2 0 

Cthbert3b 4 0 0 0 D.Lugo3b 4 0 0 0 

O'Hearn lb 3 0 0 0 H.Cstro If 3 0 10 

Strlingcf 2 2 0 0 Dmritterf 3 0 10 

Viloriac 4 0 0 0 J.Rgersc 3 0 0 0 

Arteaga ss 3 110 Mercer ss 3 0 0 0 

Totals 33 7 5 5 Totals 32 0 6 0 

Kansas City ODD 200 212-7 

Detroit 000 000 000-0 

E—G.Soto (2), Mercer (7). DP—Kansas 
City 1, Detroit 1. LOB-Kansas City 4, De¬ 
troit 5. 2B-Merrifield (33). 3B-H.Dozier 
(6). HR-Soler (33). SB-Soler (1). CS- 
Dixon (1). 

H R ER BB SO 


0 0 12 
0 0 1 
0 0 1 


Kansas City 

Montgomery W,2-5 7 

K.McCarthy 1 

Kennedy 1 

Turnbull L,3-10 6 3 2 2 1 3 

G.Soto l'/3 0 3 1 2 2 

Cisnero Vs 1 0 0 0 0 

Schreiber 1 1 2 2 2 2 

WP-Schreiber. T-2:47. A-26,028 

(41,297). 

Calendar 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Williamsport, Pa. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 
players. 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 3 — Division Series start. 

Oct. 11 — League Championship Se- 

Oct. 22 - World Series starts. 

October TBA — Trading resumes, day 
after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for teams 
to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series. 

November TBA — Deadline for free 
agents to accept qualifying offers, 15th 
day after World Series. 
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Trout hits 1st Fenway HR in rout of Red Sox 



Associated Press 

BOSTON — Mike Trout hit the 
first home run of his career at 
Fenway Park and the Los Ange¬ 
les Angels snapped an eight-game 
losing streak with a 12-4 rout of 
the Boston Red Sox on Saturday. 

Justin Upton added a three-run 
homer in the first inning. 

With his 428-foot drive over 
the Green Monster in the sixth 
inning, Trout has now homered 
in every American League ball¬ 
park. He had played 21 games in 
Boston without connecting. 

Trout was replaced in the sev¬ 
enth, having been hit in his shoul¬ 
der by a pitcher earlier in the 
game. 

The Angels added seven runs 
in a sloppy seventh inning by Bos¬ 
ton in which it issued two walks, 
hit two batters and gave up four 
singles. The Red Sox also had an 
error and a passed ball. 

Mets 4, Nationals 3: Luis 
Guillorme hit his first big league 
homer — a tying shot leading off 
the eighth — J.D. Davis added a 
go-ahead sacrifice fly and host 
New York beat Washington for its 
eighth straight victory. 

The Mets have won 15 of 16 and 
are on their best roll since a 16-1 
run in 1990. They pulled within a 
half-game of Washington for the 
first NL wild card. 

Juan Soto put Washington 
ahead with his second home run 
of the game in the eighth inning, 
but Guillorme countered against 
Fernando Rodney with his homer 
in the bottom of the inning. 

Giants 3, Phillies 1: Jeff Sa- 
mardzija pitched eight innings of 
two-hit ball, Evan Longoria and 
Kevin Pillar homered, and host 
San Francisco beat Philadelphia. 

Samardzija (9-9) gave up one 
run, struck out five and walked 
none. He retired 20 straight after 
giving up a solo homer to Corey 
Dickerson with two outs in the top 
of the first inning. 

Blue Jays 5, Yankees 4: Vladi¬ 
mir Guerrero Jr. hit a go-ahead, 
two-run triple in the seventh in¬ 
ning and host Toronto dealt New 
York its second straight loss fol¬ 
lowing a season-high nine game 
winning streak. 


Gary Sanchez returned from 
the injured list and hit a solo home 
run for the Yankees and Gio Ur- 
shela added a two-run drive. 

The Blue Jays trailed 4-3 in the 
seventh when Bo Bichette drew a 
one-out walk, Cavan Biggio sin¬ 
gled and Guerrero grounded the 
ball down the first base line and 
into foul territory. Right fielder 
Aaron Judge initially mishandled 
the ball against a side wall, and 
Guerrero slid in safely for the 
first triple of his career. 

Royals 7, Tigers 0: Mike 
Montgomery struck out a career- 
high 12 in seven innings and Kan¬ 
sas City won at Detroit. 

Jorge Soler homered and scored 
twice for the Royals, who had lost 
six of seven. 

The Tigers were trying to win 


three straight games for the first 
time since May 28-31, against the 
Orioles and Braves. 

Montgomery (2-5) picked up 
his first win of the year as a start¬ 
er, allowing four singles without 
walking a batter. 

Marlins 7, Braves 6 (10): 
Martin Prado hit a sacrifice fly 
that scored Harold Ramirez in 
the bottom of the 10th inning as 
host Miami rallied past Atlanta. 

Playing in front of a season- 
high home crowd of 29,720, the 
Marlins erased a 6-2 deficit by 
scoring four in the bottom of the 
ninth. Ramirez led off the 10th 
with a single off Atlanta reliever 
Sean Newcomb (5-2). Ramirez 
advanced two bases on an er¬ 
rant pickoff throw by Newcomb. 
Prado lifted a fly ball deep to left 


field that scored Ramirez with 
the winning run. 

Cardinals 3, Pirates 1: Adam 
Wainwright gave up a home run 
on the first pitch of the game 
and host St. Louis held on to beat 
Pittsburgh. 

The contending Cardinals won 
their second in a row after ending 
a five-game losing streak. 

Wainwright (8-8) allowed six 
hits, including the home run by 
Adam Frazier, and struck out 
eight in six innings. He improved 
to 6-2 this season at home. 

Brewers 3, Rangers 2: Adri¬ 
an Houser struck out a career- 
high 10 and rookie Keston Hiura 
hit his 14th home run as host Mil¬ 
waukee beat Texas and extended 
its winning streak to five games. 

Houser (5-5) limited the Rang¬ 


ers to one run, a solo homer by 
Danny Santana in the sixth in¬ 
ning. He allowed three hits and a 
walk over six innings. 

White Sox 3, Athletics 2: 
Reynaldo Lopez pitched shutout 
ball into the seventh inning, Eloy 
Jimenez homered on his bobble- 
head night and host Chicago beat 
Tanner Roark and Oakland. 

Lopez (7-9) allowed six hits, 
struck out three and walked three 
in his second straight win. 

Dodgers 4, Diamondbacks 
0: Kenta Maeda allowed three 
hits over seven innings. Max 
Muncy homered and host Los 
Angeles bounced back from an 
extra-inning loss with a win over 
Arizona. 

Maeda (8-8) struck out six as he 
picked up his first victory since 
May 31. He also helped his cause 
at the plate with a pair of sacrifice 
bunts. 

Padres 8, Rockies 5: Manuel 
Margot hit a go-ahead, two-run 
homer in the eighth inning and 
Hunter Renfroe had a homer 
among his three hits and scored 
four runs as host San Diego beat 
Colorado. 

Wil Myers added a pinch-hit 
homer in the eighth and rookie 
Fernando Tatis Jr. hit a triple 
to extend his hitting streak to a 
career-best 14 games for the Pa¬ 
dres, who have won the first three 
games of this four-game series. 

Twins 4, Indians 1: Max Kepler 
and Marwin Gonzalez homered, 
Jake Odorizzi earned his career- 
high 13th victory and host Min¬ 
nesota broke a tie with Cleveland 
atop the AL Central while snap¬ 
ping a four-game losing streak. 

The Indians had won the first 
two in the four-game series at 
Target Field, tying for the division 
lead after trailing by liy 2 games 
in early June. 

Rays 5, Mariners 4: Mike 
Zunino hit a three-run homer, 
Kevin Kiermaier and Avisail 
Garcia also went deep and Tampa 
Bay won at Seattle. 

Tampa Bay starter Charlie 
Morton (12-4) gave up four runs 
on a season-high nine hits, and 
struck out 10 in six innings. 

Emilio Pagan pitched a perfect 
ninth for his 11th save. 



John Minchillo/AP 


Cincinnati Reds’ Aristides Aquino celebrates the first of his three 
home runs Saturday in a 10-1 defeat of the Chicago Cubs. 


Reds rookie Aquino racks up 3 homers 


Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Rookie Aristides Aquino isn’t 
keeping mementos from his prodigious power dis¬ 
play, the one reminding everyone of another Reds 
outfielder who wore No. 44 and slashed homers with 
a whiplash swing. 

After taking so long to get this far, the thrills are 
enough. 

Aquino homered in his first three at-bats, tied a 
mqjor league record for homers by a newcomer, and 
matched Eric Davis’ rookie mark Saturday night 
during a 10-1 victory over the mesmerized Chicago 
Cubs, who have watched him wallop everything 
thrown his way. 

“Is it him or is it Eric Davis?’’ Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said. “I don’t know. Same number. He used 
to do that kind of stuff. Give him credit. He didn’t 


miss anything. He hasn’t missed anything this 
series.’’ 

The 25-year-old outfielder got his chance when 
fan favorite Yasiel Puig was traded to the Indians 
on July 31. He’s become an overnight sensation in 
Cincinnati. 

Aquino connected in the second and third innings 
off Kyle Hendricks (8-9) and again in the fourth 
off Dillon Maples, becoming the first m^or league 
rookie to homer in three consecutive innings in one 
game. His seven homers in his first m^or league 10 
games ties Trevor Story’s record with the Rockies 
in 2016. 

He joined Davis — the Reds’ center fielder on 
their 1990 World Series title team — as the only 
Cincinnati rookies to homer in four straight games. 
Davis did it in 1984. 

“I’m enjoying the moment,’’ Aquino said. 
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Scoreboard 


Chiefs' Mahomes sharp vs. Bengals 



CoLfN E. Braley/AP 


Chiefs wide receiver Byron Pringle, center, tries to hold onto the ball against the defense 
of Bengals defensive back Tony Uppett. Brandon Wilson, right, intercepted the ball, but the 
play was overturned under the new rule that allows interference calls to be reviewed. 


Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Patrick Mahomes 
picked up where he left off from his record- 
breaking debut as a starter, marching the 
Kansas City Chiefs downfield for a first-quar¬ 
ter touchdown in what became a 38-17 pre¬ 
season victory over the Cincinnati Bengals on 
Saturday night. 

Mahomes did a bit of everything on the only 
series by the Chiefs’ first-team offense, going 
4-for-4 for 66 yards while adding a 10-yard 
scramble and inducing an an offside penalty. 

Andy Dalton was nearly as sharp for Cin¬ 
cinnati, going 7-for-9 for 80 yards while lead¬ 
ing his team on a 14-play, 75-yard touchdown 
march to open the game. Dalton did it with¬ 
out the services of injured wide receiver A. J. 
Green or his top two running backs, Joe Mixon 
and Giovani Bernard. 

The most interesting thing to happen in the 
game came late in the first half, when Kyle 
Shurmur was marching the Chiefs downfield. 
His throw to Byron Pringle down the sideline 
was picked by safety Brandon Wilson, scut¬ 
tling the drive and giving Cincinnati a chance 
with the ball. 

But under a rule change approved by NFL 
owners in March, pass interference calls can 
be reviewed — a response to the controver¬ 
sial non-call in the NFC title game last season. 
And when officials reviewed the play Satur¬ 
day night, they decided that comerback Tony 
Lippett had caused interference. The penalty 
gave the Chiefs the ball back and they wound 
up kicking a field goal. 

In an odd coincidence, the provision passed 
by a 31-1 vote of owners at the league’s annual 
meeting in Phoenix. The only team that voted 
against the rule was Cincinnati. 

49ers 17, Cowboys 9: At Santa Clara, 
Calif, Dak Prescott completed all four of his 
pass attempts, caught one and led Dallas to a 
field goal in a brief cameo in the preseason 
opener as the Cowboys went on to lose to San 
Francisco. 

Prescott and the bulk of the Dallas offensive 
starters played one series, moving the ball 65 
yards in nine plays. The drive stalled when his 
third-down pass in the red zone was batted at 
the line by Sheldon Day right back to Prescott, 
who lost a yard on the play before Brett Maher 


kicked the first of his three field goals. 

Dallas didn’t have its entire first-team of¬ 
fense on the field as star running back Ezekiel 
Elliott remains a contract holdout in search of 
a new contract. Rookie Tony Pollard got the 
nod and ran four times for 16 yards on his only 
drive of the game. 

Nick Mullens got the starting nod at quar¬ 
terback for the 49ers and threw for 105 yards, 
one touchdown and one interception in the 
first half in his attempt to win the backup job. 
C.J. Beathard threw for 141 yards, one TD 
and one interception in the second half before 
leaving with what appeared to be an injured 
hand. 

Raiders 14, Rams 13: At Oakland, Calif, 


Nathan Peterman scrambled 50 yards to set 
up his only touchdown throw and Oakland 
beat Los Angeles in the preseason opener for 
both teams. 

Peterman entered in the third quarter and 
completed nine of 12 passes for 66 yards. He 
also led both teams with 56 yards rushing. 

A starter for Buffalo in Week 1 a year ago, 
Peterman is competing with Mike Glennon 
for the backup job to Derek Carr. Glennon, at¬ 
tempting to latch on with his fourth team in 
four years, started and went 17-for-25 for 200 
yards, but threw two interceptions. 

Both teams held out of a m^ority of their 
starters after holding two joint practices at 
the Raiders’ training camp facilities in Napa. 


Preseason glance 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


Buffalo 
New England 
Miami 
N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 


0 0 1.000 24 16 

0 0 1.000 31 3 

0 0 1.000 34 27 

1 0 .000 22 31 

South 

0 0 1.000 27 10 

1 0 .000 26 28 

1 0 .000 16 24 

1 0 .000 0 29 

North 

0 0 1.000 29 


.000 


30 10 

30 28 
17 38 


Kansas City 1 0 0 1.000 ; 

Oakland 1 0 0 1.000 : 

Denver 1 1 0 .500 ; 

L.A. Chargers 0 10 .000 

national conference 
E ast 


N.Y. Giants 
Dallas 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 
New Orleans 

Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Chicago 


0 0 1.000 31 22 
' - .000 9 17 


0 1 0 .000 

South 

1 0 0 1.000 
0 1 0 .000 
0 2 0 .000 
0 1 0 .000 

North 

1 0 0 1.000 
1 0 0 1.000 


23 13 

28 30 
37 48 
25 34 

34 25 
28 26 
13 23 


0 1 0 .000 3 31 

West 

San Francisco 1 0 0 1.000 17 9 

Seattle 1 0 0 1.000 22 14 

Arizona 1 0 0 1.000 17 13 

L.A. Rams 0 1 0 .000 3 14 

Thursday’s games 
Buffalo 24, Indianapolis 16 
Baltimore 29, Jacksonville 0 
New England 31, Detroit 3 
Cleveland 30, Washington 10 
Tennessee 27, Philadelphia 10 
Miami 34, Atlanta 27 
N.Y. Giants 31, N.Y. Jets 22 
Carolina 23, Chicago 13 
Green Bay 28, Houston 26 
Arizona 17, L.A. Chargers 13 
Seattle 22, Denver 14 

Friday’s games 
Pittsburgh 30, Tampa Bay 28 
Minnesota 34, New Orleans 25 
Saturday’s games 
Oakland 14, L.A. Rams 3 
Kansas City 38, Cincinnati 17 
San Francisco 17, Dallas 9 
Thursday, Aug. 15 
Philadelphia at Jacksonville 
Green Bay at Baltimore 
N.Y. Jets at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at Washington 
Oakland at Arizona 

Friday, Aug. 16 
Buffalo at Carolina 
Chicago at N.Y. Giants 
Miami at Tampa Bay 

Saturday, Aug. 17 
Cleveland at Indianapolis 
New England at Tennessee 
Kansas City at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at Houston 

Dallas vs L.A. Rams at Honolulu, Ha¬ 
waii 

Sunday, Aug. 18 

New Orleans at L.A. Chargers 
Seattle at Minnesota 

Monday, Aug. 19 
San Francisco at Denver 


Lions put vet Kearse on IR after gruesome injury 



Duane Burleson/AP 


Lions wide receiver Jermaine Kearse is examined during the 
preseason game on Thursday in Detroit. 


By Matt Schoch 

Associated Press 

ALLEN PARK, Mich. — Jer¬ 
maine Kearse checked several 
boxes for the Detroit Lions when 
they brought in the wide receiver 
as a free agent during mini-camp 
in June. 

Kearse was familiar with new 
offensive coordinator Darrell 
Bevell’s scheme, had the flexibil¬ 
ity to play outside or in the slot, 
and added a veteran presence to 
a locker room that formerly had 
strong wide receiver leadership 
from Golden Tate, Kearse’s for¬ 
mer teammate in Seattle. 

Now that Kearse is out indefi¬ 
nitely after suffering a gruesome 
injury on Thursday during the 
first possession of the preseason 
opener, the Lions must look else¬ 
where to fill those roles. 

The 29-year-old Kearse and de¬ 
fensive tackle Darius Kilgo were 
placed on injured reserve Satur¬ 
day, and coach Matt Patricia con¬ 


firmed quarterback Tom Savage 
is in the concussion protocol after 
hitting his head on the turf on a 
sack during New England’s 31-3 
thumping of Detroit. 

The Lions reacted by signing 
quarterback Josh Johnson and 
running back Justin Stockton. 

Detroit did receive some good 
injury news as defensive end Trey 
Flowers, who signed a five-year 
deal for $90 million in the offsea¬ 
son, was activated from the physi¬ 
cally unable to perform list. 

Kearse was blocking on a run¬ 
ning play by Ty Johnson when a 
New England player landed on 
him from behind. It was the fifth 
play from scrimmage during the 
game, which starting receivers 
Marvin Jones Jr., Kenny Golladay 
and Danny Amendola sat out. 

While the stretcher was called 
and an air cast was placed on 
Kearse’s left leg, Patricia’s own 
injury prevented him from being 
out there. 

Patricia was immobile on the 


sideline because of an offseason 
lower-leg surgery, perched high 
on a platform near midfield, back 
several feet from the sideline. 

“I felt very stuck from my point 
where I couldn’t get out there and 
couldn’t get out and see him,” Pa¬ 
tricia said Saturday. “That was 
really kind of tough from that 
standpoint. Unbelievable guy. 
We’ve been talking non-stop and 
obviously a big part of what we’ve 
been doing so far.” 

Kearse’s injury creates an op¬ 
portunity for receivers down the 
depth chart, such as Chris Lacy 
and Tom Kennedy, who caught 
touchdown passes late at practice 
Saturday in full squad work. 

Undrafted rookie Jonathan Du- 
hart of Old Dominion also caught 
passes on consecutive plays, in¬ 
cluding a toe-tapper near the 
sideline, firing up his offensive 
teammates. 

“Jermaine is a vet in this league, 
just a great guy,” Duhart said. “He 
came in and helped me out a lot 


personally, a guy I always looked 
up to. It’s always tough to see him 
go down, but at the end of the day, 
as a receiving corps we have to 
step up and fill in for him.” 

Duhart played on the outside 
and in the slot in college, plus spe¬ 


cial teams early in his career. 

“One of the things that we’re 
always preaching, no matter what 
the position, is versatility,” Patri¬ 
cia said. “The more versatility 
that you have, the more value you 
can add to the team.” 
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Browns' rookie LB Wilson making plays 



Ron Schwane/AP 


Cleveland Browns linebacker Mack Wilson, left, runs past Washington Redskins quarterback Dwayne 
Haskins as Wilson returns an interception for a touchdown in the Browns’ 30-10 preseason win. 


By Brian Dulik 

Associated Press 

BEREA, Ohio — Rookie line¬ 
backer Mack Wilson is trending 
in a positive direction at Browns 
training camp and on social 
media. 

The fifth-round pick from Ala¬ 
bama was the only NFL player 
with two interceptions in the 
opening week of the preseason 

— returning one for a touchdown 

— and is building a reputation as 
a ballhawk with four picks over 
the first 12 camp practices. 

Wilson doesn’t have the star 
power of teammates Baker May- 
field, Odell Beckham Jr. or Jarvis 
Landry, but is making a surpris¬ 
ing impact for the No. 155 overall 
selection in the draft. 

“Look at Big Al, he struggled 
early in camp, but just kept work¬ 
ing and kept his head down, and 
he continues to get better,” Cleve¬ 
land coach Freddie Kitchens said 
Saturday after practice. “Having 
problems right away is not some¬ 
thing you want to go through, but 
if you come through the other 
side, you’re a better player than 
you were before.” 

Kitchens has a natural affin¬ 
ity for Wilson, giving him a nick¬ 
name that refers to their bond as 
Crimson Tide alumni. Browns 
fans have taken to him, as well, 
because of his expressions of love 
toward Cleveland on Twitter and 
Instagram. 

The 6-foot-l, 233-pounder 
proclaimed himself “the best 
linebacker in the draft” after fall¬ 
ing to the fifth. He played like it 
Thursday in the Browns’ 30-10 
win over Washington, then left 
FirstEnergy Stadium wearing 
the jersey of Cavaliers guard Col¬ 
lin Sexton. 

Wilson returned a short pass 
by Dwayne Haskins 40 yards for 
a pick-six in the second quarter 
and snared a downfield throw by 
Josh Woodrum in the fourth, just 
as he had predicted to roommate 
Sione Takitaki the night before. 

“I was like, ‘Taki, I’m going 


to catch two interceptions. I’m 
going to crib one and I might just 
catch one,”’ Wilson said. “It’s 
crazy. It’s unbelievable. I can’t 
really put it into words. I’m just 
thankful for having these guys 
as teammates and helping me get 
interceptions.” 

Third-round pick Takitaki, who 
is playing alongside Wilson on the 
second-team defense, confirmed 
the story. Kitchens indicated that 
both linebackers are likely to take 
reps with the ones later in camp. 

“Mack is a confident kid and 
sometimes I’m like, ‘Yeah, we’ll 
see,’ but I think I’m going to start 
believing him now,” Takitaki 


said, laughing. “He told me the 
same thing before warmups, that 
he was going to get two. After the 
second one, I was like, ‘Dang, you 
made it happen.’ ” 

Wilson credits playing quarter¬ 
back, running back and wide re¬ 
ceiver at Montgomery (Alabama) 
Carver High for giving him a 
“nose for the ball,” but admits 
“it’s hard to explain why. It’s just 
something I have, I guess.” 

“I had a good game, but there’s 
always room for improvement,” 
he continued. “My mindset is to 
continue to keep that chip on my 
shoulder until we win a Super 
Bowl.” 


Browns general manager John 
Dorsey feels strongly that Wilson 
will be successful in the NFL, but 
he and Kitchens aren’t forcing 
him into the fire. 

Veterans Christian Kirksey, 
Joe Schobert and Ray-Ray Arm¬ 
strong sit atop the linebacker 
depth chart and provide a level 
of consistency that the first-year 
coach has yet to see from his 
flashing rookie. 

“Just because Mack makes two 
splash plays, you didn’t see the 
busted assignments,” Kitchens 
said. “He has busted assignments 
out here on the practice field. Not 
to take anything away from his 


Mack is a 
confident kid and 
sometimes I’m like, 
Teah, we’ll see,’ but 
I think I’m going to 
start believing him 
now. He told me the 
same thing before 
warmups, that he 
was going to get 
two. After the sec¬ 
ond one, I was like, 
^Dang, you made it 
happen.’’ 

Slone Takitaki 

On fellow Browns rookie linebacker 
Mack Wilson 


play, but I want to see him coming 
back from those bad plays. 

“He has to show he can win his 
one-on-one battles. Then, maybe, 
he gets that right to spend some 
time with the first group.” 

Notes: RB Kareem Hunt took 
part in team drills for the first 
time. The former Chiefs standout 
was on the non-football injury list 
with a strained groin until Aug. 3 
and is suspended for the first eight 
games of the season as a result of 
a domestic violence incident. ... 
WR Antonio Callaway (ankle), 
CB T.J. Carrie (hamstring) and 
TE Seth DeValve (concussion) 
did not practice. Callaway was hit 
with a four-game NFL suspension 
one day earlier after failing a sub¬ 
stance abuse test.... Incumbent K 
Greg Joseph, who missed an extra 
point against the Redskins, went 
5-for-5 during a field goal drill. K 
Austin Seibert, a fifth-round pick 
from Oklahoma, failed from 47 
yards and was 4 of 5. 


Undrafted rookie Williams 
has been Dolphins’ big catch 


By Steven Wine 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — The Miami Dolphins posted a tweet 
Saturday of a new, nearly life-size photo covering 
an elevator door at the stadium. It showed rookie 
Preston Williams making an acrobatic catch in the 
team’s first exhibition game. 

“That’s so awesome!” Williams tweeted in 
response. 

The Dolphins agree. 

Their undrafted rookie was the game’s biggest 
star Thursday, with four receptions for 97 yards, in¬ 
cluding a diving catch for 16, a leaping grab over a 
defender for 27, and a one-hander for 36. 

The breakout performance wasn’t exactly a sur¬ 
prise because Williams has been Miami’s most im¬ 
pressive rookie in training camp. 

“That guy can be special,” said teammate Xavien 
Howard, a Pro Bowl cornerback. “He’s just a rookie. 


There is so much room for improvement with him, 
but he’s going to be a No. 1 receiver one day.” 

Williams had 14 touchdown catches as a senior 
last year at Colorado State and was touted by at least 
one draft prognosticator as a potential first-round 
pick. But because of his 2017 arrest on misdemean¬ 
or charges stemming from a domestic dispute, his 
invitation to the NFL Combine was pulled. 

He then went undrafted, and signed as a free agent 
with Miami. Under first-year coach Brian Flores, 
the Dolphins have showed a willingness to give play¬ 
ers with off-the-field issues another chance. 

“People forget these guys are just kids,” Flores 
said Saturday. “I remember being a 21-, 22-, 23- 
year-old, and I didn’t make the best decisions. We’ve 
got to teach these young people. That’s our job as 
coaches and educators and leaders. We’re doing that 
Preston and all our rookies and young players, and 
even our vets as well.” 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Miami Dolphins wide receiver Preston Williams makes a diving catch 
in front of Atlanta Falcons cornerback Blidi Wreh-Wilson. Williams, an 
undrafted player from Colorado State, had four catches for 97 yards 
in his team’s 34-27 preseason win on Thursday. 
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Trending upwards 
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By Todd Karpovich 

Associated Press 

BALTIMORE 
ouston manager A. J. Hinch 
was simply awestruck by his 
team’s extraordinary display 
of power. 

The Astros aren’t showing any type of 
weakness heading into the final stretch of 
the season. 


Rookie Yordan Alvarez hit three of Hous¬ 
ton’s six homers and drove in a career-high 
seven runs to help the Astros to the highest 
scoring game in franchise history with a 
23-2 rout of the Baltimore Orioles on Sat¬ 
urday night. 

“It was obviously a pretty explosive night 
from the beginning,” Hinch said. “From 
top to bottom just incredible at-bats, pro¬ 
ductive at-bats, explosive at-bats and ulti¬ 


mately a comfortable win.” 

The victory was the eighth straight for 
the Astros, who became the latest team to 
feast on the reeling Orioles. Baltimore has 
allowed a m^or league-leading 240 hom¬ 
ers and lost five straight. 

It was the second 20-run game in Astros 
history. Houston also beat the Arizona Di¬ 
amondbacks 21-5 on Oct. 2, 2015. The 13 
extra-base hits set a franchise record. 


Alex Bregman, who went 3-for-3, and Al¬ 
varez set the tone with back-to-back hom¬ 
ers in the first inning. Alvarez added the 
grand slam in the seventh and a two-run 
shot in the ninth. 

Jose Altuve hit his fourth home run in 
his last seven games in the second. Carlos 
Correa hit another home run an inning 
later with a 474-foot shot that cleared the 

SEE POWER ON PAGE 27 



Baltimore’s race to the bottom 


62 

Times the Orioles have 
allowed multiple HRs this 
year, an MLB record for 
a team’s first 116 games. 

474 

Distance, in feet, of Astros 
SS Carlos Correa’s third- 
inning HR Saturday, longest 
ever at Camden Yards. 

18 

The O’s are 18 HRs shy of 
the 2016 Cincinnati Reds’ 
record for most home runs 
allowed in a season. 

7 

Times this season an O’s 
pitcher has given up at least 
four HRs in one outing, 
another MLB record. 

30-3 

Score by which the O’s lost 
to the Texas Rangers in 
2007, the most lopsided 
loss in franchise history. 

SOURCE: Nathan Ruiz/The Baltimore Sun 
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